1HISTORY
http://legalizecannabisinindia.tumblr.com/ ...Before our white
brothers arrived to make us civilized men, we didn‘t have any
kind of prison. Because of this, we had no delinquents. We had
no locks, nor keys and therefore among us there were no thieves.
When someone was so poor that he couldn‘t afford a horse, a tent
or a blanket, he would, in that case, receive it all as a gift. We
were too uncivilized to give great importance to private property.
We didn‘t know any kind of money and consequently, the value
of a human being was not determined by his wealth. We had no
written laws laid down, no lawyers, no politicians, therefore we
were not able to cheat and swindle one another. We were really
in bad shape before the white men arrived and I don‘t know how to explain how we were able to manage
without these fundamental things that (so they tell us) are so necessary for a civilized society…
www.parl.gc.ca/37/1/parlbus/commbus ...Prepared for The Senate Special Committee on Illegal Drugs
...Leah Spicer ...Law and Government Division ...12 April 2002… This paper provides a brief summary
of the cultural uses of cannabis throughout history. As far back as the Mesolithic, or Middle Stone Age,
the cannabis plant was originally harvested for the fibre from its thick-stemmed girth for use in everything
from a ships rigging, to the noose that hangmen slipped around the necks of the condemned. Even today,
cannabis is cultivated for similar industrial purposes such as making paper and clothing.
The focus of this paper will be on the much more controversial usage of cannabis. In addition to its
production of fibre, the cannabis plant also became known as early as pre-historical times for its thick
sticky resin (delta-1-tetrahydrocannabinol or THC, which produces psychoactive effects in humans.
http://www.cannabisculture.com/articles/1374.htmMarijuana and the Goddess ...By Chris Bennet,
illustrations by Ken Lee - Monday, August 31 1998…a series on the history of cannabis and human
consciousness…
Holy pot has been smoked by Goddess worshippers since before history, and was first banned by those
who sought to subjugate feminine spirituality…In most ancient societies, women …collected harvest
from the surrounding wilderness. …therefore (they) became the first to learn the secrets of plants, and
how they propagated themselves.
This knowledge led to the development of agriculture … to images of the Great Mother, who with proper
worship produced her abundant harvest in the same way that women produced children.
Cannabis is among humanity's oldest and most useful cultivated crops, and so it is not surprising to find
that cannabis, in all its forms, has been intricately associated with Goddess worship in many cultures,
throughout history.
Kali-Ma …The most ancient goddess still worshiped in the world today is the Indian Kali-Ma, the Mother
of Life and Death. Her worship stretches back into pre-history, and is believed to predate that of her more
well-known consort Shiva, the longest continually worshiped god on earth. Both Shiva and Kali are
strongly associated with marijuana.
Kali is generally depicted with a girdle of human arms and a necklace of skulls, and represents the dark
aspect of the goddess trinity of virgin-mother-crone. Both ancient and modern devotees of Kali partake of
marijuana in various forms as a part of their worship.
Devotional ceremonies to Kali involve cannabis ingestion and ritual sex, which is directed at raising the
Kundalini energy from the base of the spine up into the higher centers of the brain.
The worship of Kali, under various names, extended into the ancient Near East, and cannabis was also
used by many of the worshippers of Kali's ancient world counterparts.

Kali is the Hindu counterpart of the ferocious and sensual Canaanite goddess Anath, (part of a similar
trinity with Ashera and Astarte) who is also described with ‗attached heads to her back, girded hands to
her waist‘.
In ancient Germany, marijuana was used in association with Freya, the slightly tamer Kali-like goddess of
Love and Death.
It is generally accepted that it was the horseback-riding Scythians who spread the combination of
cannabis and goddess worship throughout much of the ancient world.
… The Amazon-like Scythian women fought alongside their warrior mates, and that these "Hell's Angels"
of the ancient world were known to have used cannabis in funeral rites, doing so in veneration of their
own variation of the Goddess Mother of Life and Death, Rhea Krona.
Showing cannabis' strong ties with Scythian mythology, Rhea Krona came to reap her children in death
with the scythe, an agricultural tool named for its Scythian origin, and originally designed for harvesting
cannabis. This scythe image has survived through patriarchal times and into our modern day, with both
Father Time and the Grim Reaper still carrying Rhea Krona's ancient hemp-harvesting tool.
The Tree of Life …In a cave where an ancient urn was found that had been used by the Scythians for
burning marijuana, there was also a massive felt rug, which measured 5 by 7 meters. The carpet had a
border frieze with a repeated pattern of a horseman approaching the Great Goddess, who holds the Tree of
Life in one hand and raises the other in welcome / blessing.
Imagery of the Goddess and the Tree of Life is also found amongst other cultures with whom the
Scythians came into contact. …Remember that the ancient Canaanites and also Hebrews paid particular
reverence to the Near Eastern Goddess Ashera, whose cult was particularly focused around the use of
marijuana.
According to the Bible itself, the ancient worshippers of Ashera included wise King Solomon and other
biblical kings, as well as their wives and the daughters of Jerusalem. The Old Testament prophets often
chastised them for ‗offering up incense‘ to the Queen of Heaven.
Like the imagery on the Scythian carpet, icons dedicated to Ashera also have depictions of a ‗sacredtree‘, most likely a reference to the cannabis that her followers grew and revered, using it as a sacrament,
as a food and oil source, and also using the fibres in ritual weavings.
Among her other titles, Ashera was known as the ‗Goddess of the Tree of Life‘, the ‗Divine Lady of
Eden‘ and the ‗Lady of the Serpent‘. Ashera was often depicted as a woman holding one or more serpents
in her hands. It was Ashera's serpent who advised Eve to disobey the male god's command not to partake
of the sacred tree.
The historical record shows that the Old Testament version of the myth of Eve, the serpent and the sacred
tree was concocted as propaganda against pre-existing Goddess cults.
Originally, the outcome of the Eden myth was not tragic, but triumphant. The serpent brought wisdom,
and after the magic fruit was eaten, Adam himself became a god. What was originally involved was
probably a psychedelic sacrament, like the Elusian festival in Athens, in which the worshipper ate certain
hallucinogenic foods and became one with the ‗Mother Goddess Demeter‘.
Like the Tree of Life, the Tree of Knowledge was a symbol associated with the Goddess. The rites
associated with her worship were designed to induce a consciousness open to the revelation of divine or
mystical truths. In these rites cannabis and other magical plants were used, and women officiated as
priestesses.
Roman Catholic Persecution …In early Christian times, the holy cannabis oil was ingested and used by
many Gnostic Christian sects, in honour of the Queen of Heaven.
With the rise of one of the more harshly ascetic and anti-female Christian sects in Rome, and the
subsequent development of the Roman Catholic Church, such groups were forced out of existence, along
with most pagan religions and the cult of the Great Mother.
The new Church of Rome followed their Judaic predecessors in naming Eve (the representative of all
women) the ‗Mother of Sin‘, as well as demonizing magical plants.

Their violent purges of Goddess worship and magical plant use persisted into medieval times. It has been
estimated that over a million female practitioners of the older Goddess religions were burned as ‗witches‘
for utilizing cannabis, mandrake, belladonna and other plants in their ‗flying ointments‘.
Even medieval French heroine Joan of Arc was accused of using cannabis, mandrake and other plants in
order to hear the voices which guided her, and this eventually led the church to commit her to the flames.
Similar to its use in the spiritual techniques of India, medieval European occult and alchemical masters
used cannabis to aid in the ‗Marriage of the Sun and Moon‘ in the individual. The Sun and Moon
represent the masculine and feminine aspects of the self.
Tantrik, Zoroastrian, Gnostic, Alchemical and occult literature all refer to ‗marrying your Goddess‘,
which means connecting an individual's feminine and masculine aspects together into a unified force.
This theme appears over and over again in medieval occult literature. Even the Gnostic Jesus states "when
you make the male and female one and the same - then you will enter the kingdom." (Gospel of Thomas)
Much like the woman's liberation movement which has been taking place in our modern world, individual
self completion requires a similar process to take place in our minds. The feminine aspect, or right cortex,
becomes a full partner with the masculine aspect, or left cortex.
Marijuana use can greatly assist in this process. Is it any wonder then, that Shiva, the Lord of Bhang, was
known as the god who was both man and woman? Or that the hashish eating Sufis, and later the American
hippies, were both accused of being too feminine?
Love your mother… From the collected evidence it is clear that cannabis has been associated with
worship of the Goddess since antiquity. Now, as we stand on the verge of a new millennia, in what seem
to be the death throes of the patriarchy, it is as if the Goddess is once again reaching out her hand and
offering her sacred Tree of Life to us in our time of collective need.
Indeed, it is likely not until we are once again free to enjoy all the sacred fruits of Mother Earth that the
liberation of the feminine will fully take place, and we can restore Gaia, our planetary matriarch, back to
health.
The androgynous nature of the human organism is re-emerging into consciousness in new ways that have
evolved from past experience. We are learning to recognize and differentiate the opposites in our nature.
It makes no difference whether we call these opposites masculine and feminine, creative and receptive,
knowledge and wisdom, competition and cooperation, explosion and implosion, or Logos and Eros. What
is important, is that they be experienced in union as aspects of our own inner self. They are the selfrenewing possibilities of our own individuality. Yoked together, they can fertilize each other to generate
the creativity which is the potential of human beings.
The return of such female values as cooperation and forbearance is longed for in a world torn by war and
threatened by nuclear disaster, poverty, disease and rape of the land. When the goddess of fertility is
reunited with the god of consciousness, the renewed culture will have its conception.
Hymn To The Plants … Rig Veda X.97.
Plants which as receptacles of light were born three ages before the Gods, I honour your myriad colors
and your seven hundred natures.
A hundred, oh Mothers, are your natures and a thousand are your growths. May you of a hundred powers
make whole what has been hurt.
Plants, as Mothers, as Goddesses, I address you. May I gain the energy, the light, the sustenance, your
soul, you who are the human being.
Where the herbs are gathered together like kings in an assembly, there the doctor is called a sage, who
destroys evil, and averts disease.
As they fell from Heaven, the plants said, "The living soul we pervade, that man will suffer no harm."
The Herbs which are in the kingdom of the Moon, manifold with a hundred eyes, I take you as the best of
them, for the fulfillment of wishes, as peace to the heart.
The plants which are queens of the Soma, spread over all the Earth, generated by the Lord of Prayer,
may your energies combine within this herb.

There are some biological oddities which link cannabis with humans, especially the females of our
species.
First, certain active compounds of marijuana have molecular resemblance to the female hormone
estrogen. Possibly it is due to this aspect of cannabis' genetic make-up that some growers have reported
success with fertilizing their plants with birth control pills or menstrual fluid, the use of which as a ritual
fertilizer goes back to the matriarchal period.
Of similar interest is that cannabis seeds contain rare gamma linoleic acid, found only in spirulina, two
other rare seed oils, and human mother's milk. As the tribal people of the world have always shown an
incredible intuition when it comes to right use of plants, it is interesting to note that the Sotho women of
South Africa make a mealy pap from hempseed to wean their babies off breast milk.
http://www.kew.org/plant-cultures/plants/hemp_history.html ....Hemp originated in Central Asia (India),
but it spread via humans to China…and Europe. It is cultivated for food, fibre, medicine and as a narcotic
drug.
It was noted…that hemp was grown all over India for intoxication… developed according to the intended
use for hemp …where it was cultivated as a fibre and food crop. Three secondary centres of diversity
evolved as cultivation spread towards East Asia, and Europe. Cultural differences within these areas
helped shape three specific groups of cultivars of the plants. Indian varieties were developed with high
levels of the psychoactive drug tetrahydrocannabinol, known as THC. European plants were selected for
their seed yield which was used as a food and for oil. Chinese types characteristically contained high
levels of stem fibre and low levels of THC.
…In India hemp was mainly used as a stimulant and a medicine. Indian medical texts such as the
Sushrutha Samhita mention the use of bhang, which is the dried leaves and flowering shoots, to treat
colds and phlegm. Traditional Ayurvedic medicine esteemed the qualities of bhang to quicken the mind,
cool fevers, induce rest and cure dysentery. The Indians gave the name bhang (or bhanga) to hemp….
Bhang played an important role in Indian religion in ancient times and was considered sacred to Shiva.
Valued for its capacity to suppress the appetite and stimulate thought-processes, it was significant in the
worship of Shiva who was the brooding Supreme Yogi or Ascetic. Bhang was drunk as a sacrament to
Shiva and used in rituals by his devotees. The dried flowering tops of female plants, known as ganja, was
also smoked by devotees to help them meditate.
www.parl.gc.ca/37/1/parlbus/commbus... Classes of Psychoactive Cannabis Preparations...
The cannabis plant has two significant varieties that were catalogued in 1753 by Swedish botanist Carolus
Linnaeus. The most common is cannabis sativa, which is gangly, loose-branched, can reach a height of
twenty feet and is productive of fibre and inferior seed oil. Cannabis indica grows to three or four feet in
height, is densely branched, shaped like a pyramid and yields higher quantities of intoxicating resin.
Mild Potency: Marijuana (Europe and North America), Mariguango (Mexican), Dagga (South Africa),
Kif (North Africa), Bhang (India):
The flowering leaves of ripe male and female hemp plants secrete a sticky resin which is the source of all,
or almost all, of the THC (delta-1-tetrahydrocannabinol), in cannabis. In this form of cannabis use, the
leaves and sometimes the stems and even seeds or entire plants are ground up and smoked or baked.
...The potency varies with the THC content. Bhang is a little different as it usually involves only leaves,
is drunk and is usually somewhat richer in THC than North American marijuana.
Intermediate Potency: Ganja (India):
The dried flowering tops of cultivated plants are covered with THC as a result of not having released their
seeds. These are harvested and used in ‗ganja‘. Ganja is usually smoked, however it is also drunk, or
baked into sweets. Outside of India, it is virtually unknown.
High Potency: Charas, Hashish... (India),
Almost all of the THC is contained in the resin on the leaves near the flowering tops. The resin is scraped
off of the leaves, pressed into blocks, and usually smoked. Hashish is about 10 times as powerful as
marijuana and is the only cannabis derivative that has the capacity to produce hallucinogenic ...effects

with any regularity. An Indian pharmacologist, Chopra, has described another method of harvesting
charas: Sometimes men, naked, or dressed in leather suits or jackets, passed through the fields of
cannabis sativa rubbing and crushing roughly against the plants early in the morning just after sunrise
when a fall of dew has taken place. The resinous material that sticks on is then scraped off them and
forms the charas-resin of commerce.
Cultural Uses of Cannabis... India...
Cannabis has always been a customary part of life in India, and was ‗intimately associated with magical,
medical, religious, and social customs in India for thousands of years‘. This may partially be due to
India‘s semi-arid climate, perfect for growing an abundance of cannabis. According to legend found
written in a collection of four holy books called the Vedas, an Indian god named Siva is described as The
Lord of ‘Bhang’, (the drink made of cannabis leaves, milk, sugar and spices). Historically, and
continuing today...for Members of the Brahmin caste, cannabis was unequivocally sanctioned for social
use in order to help achieve the contemplative spiritual life they strive to lead. According to one historian
of cannabis, even in the 1940‘s bhang was integral to social activities including special festivities and in
the home. In special festivities such as weddings, it was said that a father must bring bhang to the
ceremonies to prevent evil spirits from hanging over the bride and groom. Bhang was also a symbol of
hospitality. ‗A host would offer a cup of bhang to a guest as casually as we would offer someone in our
home a glass of (water). A host who failed to make such a gesture was despised as being miserly and
misanthropic‘.
Cannabis is also renowned in India for its use in the Tantric religious yoga-sex acts. About an hour
before carrying out the yoga ritual, the devotee would put a bowl of bhang before him and after reciting a
mantra to the goddess Kali, the devotee would drink the bhang potion. ‗The goal of the Tantra initiate
was to achieve unity of mind, body, and spirit through yoga and marathon sexual episodes. This was
fuelled by bhang, which heightens the experience.‘
The most potent Indian preparation of cannabis called ‗charas‘ ... The Hindu mystics who smoked charas
in the prayer ceremony called Puja, especially favoured charas. As well, the holy men called ‗fakirs‘ who
were famous for walking on hot coals and sleeping on beds of nails, believed that charas put them in
closer communion with their gods.
While the cannabis plant‘s pre-eminence in India was, and continues to be its association with religious
life and as a social lubricant, cannabis was also used as a medicinal aid. In Indian folk medicine...
Sushruta, a legendary physician of ancient India, recommended it to relieve congestion, a remedy for
diarrhea and as an ingredient in a cure for fevers. ...When the Indian Hemp Drug Commission of 18931894 heard testimony from hundreds of both native and Western doctors about the cannabis plant‘s
therapeutic uses in treatment of everything from cramps and headaches to bronchitis and diabetes as well
as its use as an analgesic for toothaches and anaesthetic for minor surgeries, the Commission realized that
‗hemp drugs appear now to be frequently used for precisely the same purposes and in the same manner as
was recommended centuries ago, [and] many uses of these drugs by native doctors are in accord with
their application in modern European therapeutics. Cannabis must be looked upon as one of the most
important drugs of Indian material medica‘.
...Despite the fact that the Indian Hemp Drug Commission rejected total prohibition of cannabis because
of its importance in medicine as well as in cultural rituals and traditions, in 1896 the British Indian
Government passed Act XII to discourage the habitual use of cannabis and its use as an intoxicant. ...
Later in 1930 the Dangerous Drugs Act was passed, empowering state governments to make rules
permitting and regulating the inter-state import and export from the territories under their administration,
the transport, possession and sale of manufactured drugs (which included medicinal cannabis). While
there continued to be no national legal provisions for the control of the cannabis plant, the India national
government persisted in pressing state governments to discourage the use of cannabis. By 1964 India had
both signed and ratified the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, 1961 and then in 1985 the cultivation,
possession, use and consumption of any mixture of cannabis came to be prohibited with severe penalties

by the national government of India under the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985.
Today, although cannabis continues to be an integral element of cultures in India, the laws seem to have
succeeded in discouraging its use. ‗From the numerous popular stories that are current among the people,
it would appear that the habitual use of cannabis existed on a much more extensive scale in India in past
centuries.‘
www.cannabisfacts.info/AustralianCannabisLawReformGroup/...wiki ...
Hemp seeds discovered by archaeologists at Pazyryk suggest early ceremonial practices like eating
cannabis, by the Scythians, occurred during the 5th to 2nd century B.C., confirming previous historical
reports by Herodotus, an Asian Greek historian from the 5th century BC.
www.parl.gc.ca/37/1/parlbus/commbus ... Cultural uses of cannabis throughout the world...
Historical Origins and Uses of Cannabis ...Although the body of literature concerning hemp (cannabis)
has grown rapidly in the last decade... the historical routes of its diffusion remain obscure.
Cannabis is like a weed and will grow almost anywhere. However, its optimum resin-producing
environment is in very hot climates where cannabis protects itself from death by producing as much resin
as is needed in order to trap in water. ‗Depending on the conditions under which it grows, cannabis will
either produce more resin or more fibre. When raised in hot, dry climates, resin is produced in great
quantities and fibre quality is poor. In countries with mild, humid weather, less resin is produced and the
fibre is stronger and more durable‘. Thus, since Europe has milder, humid weather, it is not surprising
that ‗most Europeans knew very little of the intoxicating properties of cannabis until the 19th century
when hashish was imported from India and the Arab countries‘. Prior to the 19th century, most Western
countries used the cannabis plant only as a source of fibre.
www.parl.gc.ca/37/1/parlbus/commbus …Ancient Near East .... Sumerians
Several cannabis commentators believe that the peoples of the Near East ... use cannabis for
religious(purpose). ...The theory is that the cannabis plant assisted in giving man the ability for
introspection, but that man initially believed his own introspection was actually the gods speaking to him.
...Terrence McKenna ... in his book called Food of the Gods, suggests that psychoactive plants, like the
psilocybin mushroom and cannabis, acted as catalysts and accelerators for mankind‘s transition into
consciousness and self reflection. The hallucinations and mystical insights experienced by those who
consumed these plants convinced the ancient worshippers that they had come into contact with the divine.
In an example of this, the Sumerians of the Ancient Near East each developed their own ‗personal deity‘
whom they would worship each day by burning cannabis. ...Cannabis became entrenched into Sumerian
religion because they believed it was putting them in touch with their gods. Researchers believe however,
that cannabis inhalation was actually just facilitating the Sumerians‘ discovery of personal inner thinking.
Biblical Origins ...There are many contested theories of the appearance of the use of cannabis by peoples
of the Near East in the Old Testament. These theories are often challenged as being quite obscure with no
clear history. ...Therefore, if we are to discover them, we must be prepared to look below the surface of
the text.
In Creighton‘s text, he asserts that cannabis appears to have been eaten by both Saul and Jonathan, in I
Samuel 14, 25-45. In Jonathan‘s case, the Bible passage is as follows:
‗And all [they of] the land came to a wood, and dropped; but no man put his hand to his mouth: for the
people feared the oath. But Jonathan heard not when his father charged the people with the oath;
wherefore he put forth the end of the rod that was in his hand and dipped it in a honey-comb, and put his
hand to his mouth; and his eyes were enlightened.‘
Creighton asserts that over the years the Hebrew words ‗yagarah hadebash’ have been translated
incorrectly into ‗honey comb‘. He says that, ‗The earlier [translations], however obscure, show that the
‗honey‘ was of a peculiar kind, and that the Syrian version of the text is actually a better account. The

Syrian account says that Jonathan dipped his rod in a field of flower-stalks with resinous exudation,
which would be produced in times of heat, similar to the behaviour of cannabis resin.
If proof exists that peoples in the Old Testament used cannabis, this in fact predates the belief that the
word ‗cannabis’ originated with the Scythians. Like Creighton, commentators such as Sula Benet, Sara
Bentowa and Chris Bennett also delve below the surface of the Biblical text to argue that the word
Cannabis was actually borrowed by the Scythians from Semitic languages such as Hebrew. The word
‗kaneh bosm‘ appears several times in the Old Testament both as incense, which was an integral part of
religious celebration, and as an intoxicant, but a specific example sees Moses using it in Exodus 30:23
when God commanded him to make ‗holy anointing oil of myrrh, sweet cinnamon, kaneh bosm, and
‗kassia’. Benet explains that in this passage the Hebrew definition of kaneh -bosm is ‗aromatic reed‘,
‗kan’ meaning ‗reed‘ or ‗hemp‘, while ‗bosm’ means ‗aromatic‘. The linguistic resemblance of the word
‗kane- bosm’ to the Scythian word Cannabis, and the Hebrew definition of kane- bosm provide Benet and
Bentowa with enough evidence to assert that the intoxicating properties of cannabis were probably first
used by the peoples of the Near East and then spread through contact with the Scythians.
Today, there are groups such as The Ethiopian Zion Coptic Church who fully believe in the teachings of
the Bible and that ‗marijuana is a godly creation from the beginning of the world‘. Its purpose in creation
is as a fiery sacrifice to be offered to our Redeemer during obligations, Ganja (cannabis) is the
sacramental rights of every man worldwide.
As further confirmation of this belief, they point to the Encyclopaedia Britannica‘s section on
Pharmacological Cults, which states: ‗the ceremonial use of incense in contemporary ritual is most likely
a relic of the time when the psychoactive properties of incense brought the ancient worshipper into touch
with supernatural forces.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cannabis … Evidence of the inhalation of cannabis smoke can be found in
the 3rd millennium B.C, as indicated by charred cannabis seeds found in a ritual brazier at an ancient
burial site in present day Romania. Cannabis is also known to have been used by the ancient Hindus and
Nihang Sikhs of India and Nepal thousands of years ago. The herb was called ganjika in Sanskrit (
ganja in modern Indic languages).The ancient drug soma, mentioned in the Vedas, was sometimes
associated with cannabis.
Cannabis was also known to the ancient Assyrians, who discovered its psychoactive properties through
the Aryans (Hindoos). Using it in some religious ceremonies, they called it qunubu (meaning ‗way to
produce smoke‘), a probable origin of the modern word ‗cannabis‘…also introduced by the Aryans to the
Scythians and Thracians/Dacians, whose shamans (the kapnobatai - ‗those who walk on smoke/clouds‘)
burned cannabis flowers to induce a state of trance. Members of the cult of Dionysus, believed to have
originated in Thrace (Bulgaria, Greece and Turkey), are also thought to have inhaled cannabis smoke. In
2003, a leather basket filled with cannabis leaf fragments and seeds was found next to a 2,500- to 2,800year-old mummified shaman in the northwestern Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region of China.
Cannabis has an ancient history of ritual use and is found in pharmacological cults around the world.
Hemp seeds discovered by archaeologists at Pazyryk suggest early ceremonial practices like eating by the
Scythians occurred during the 5th to 2nd century B.C., confirming previous historical reports by
Herodotus. One writer has claimed that cannabis was used as a religious sacrament by ancient Jews and
early Christians due to the similarity between the Hebrew word ‗qannabbos’ (‗cannabis’) and the Hebrew
phrase ‗qené bósem‘ (‗aromatic reed‘). It was used by Muslims in various Sufi orders as early as the
Mamluk period, for example by the Qalandars.
A study published in the South African Journal of Science showed that ‗pipes dug up from the garden of
Shakespeare's home in Stratford-upon-Avon contain traces of cannabis‘. The chemical analysis was
carried out after researchers hypothesized that the ‗noted weed‘ mentioned in Sonnet 76 and the ‗journey
in my head‘ from Sonnet 27 could be references to cannabis and the use thereof.

https://www.cannabisfacts.info/AustralianCannabisLawReformGroup/...wiki...
Cannabis was known to early civilizations in India, China, Mesopotamia and Egypt from 4000–2000 BC.
It has been used as an analgesic and sedative, and is one of the earliest known medicines. Evidence of the
inhalation of cannabis smoke has been found in the form of charred cannabis seeds found in a ritual
brazier at an ancient burial site in present day Romania, dated to about 3000 BC. Cannabis is also known
to have been used by the ancient Hindus of India and Nepal thousands of years ago…called ganjika in
Sanskrit. ...A leather basket filled with cannabis leaf fragments and seeds was found next to a 2,500- to
2,800-year-old mummified shaman in the northwestern Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region of China, in
2003.
http://www.moravek.net/ovisnosti/hemp/history.html ...The psychoactive properties of Cannabis have
been put to use by many of the world's religious orders in order to achieve a higher state of consciousness.
Religious and spiritual use of cannabis …From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia…
The religious and spiritual use of cannabis has an ancient history of ritual usage as an aid to trance and
has been traditionally used in a religious context throughout the Old World. Herodotus wrote about early
ceremonial practices by the Scythians, which are thought to have occurred from the 5th to 2nd century
BCE. Itinerant sadhus have used it in India for centuries, and in modern times it has been embraced by the
Rastafari movement. Anthropologist Sula Benet's evidence was confirmed in 1980 by the Hebrew
Institute of Jerusalem that the Holy anointing oil used by the Hebrews to anoint all Priests, and later
Kings and Prophets, contained cannabis extracts, ‗kaneh bosm‘, and that it is listed as an incense tree in
the original Hebrew and Aramaic texts of the Old Testament. The Unction, Seal, laying on of hands, the
Counselor, and the Holy Spirit are all often synonymous with the Holy anointing oil. Early Gnostic texts
indicate that the Chrism is essential to becoming a ‗Christian‘. Some Muslims of the Sufi order have used
cannabis as a tool for spiritual exploration.
http://www.moravek.net/ovisnosti/hemp/history Hinduism (India) - It is said that the God Shiva brought
Cannabis down from the mountains for human enjoyment and enlightenment. Sadhu Priests carry with
them ‗chillums’ (cylindrical hollow pipes) filled with sacred herb to share amongst the people.
From Wikipedia … Ancient and Modern Indian use …Cannabis was used in Indian culture as early as
3000 BCE, or even more, going back to primitive societies of pre-vedic India. Its ancient use is thus
confirmed even in the oldest existing texts, the Vedas -- (Sama Veda, Rig Veda, and Atharva Veda).
There are three types of cannabis used in India. The first, Bhang, consists of the leaves and plant tops of
the marijuana plant. It is usually consumed as an infusion in beverage form, and varies in strength
according to how much Cannabis is used in the preparation. The second, Ganja, consisting of the leaves
and the plant tops, is smoked. The third, called Charas or Hashish, consists of the resinous buds and/or
extracted resin from the leaves of the marijuana plant. Typically, Bhang is the most commonly used form
of cannabis in religious festivals.
Cannabis or ganja is associated with worship of the Hindu deity Shiva, who is popularly believed to like
the hemp plant. Bhang is offered to Shiva images, especially on Shivratri festival…at temples. …Bhang
is not only offered to the deity, but also consumed by Shaivite (sect of Shiva) yogis. Charas is smoked by
some Shaivite devotees and cannabis itself is seen as a gift (prasad, or offering) to Shiva to aid in
sadhana. Some of the wandering ascetics in India known as sadhus smoke charas out of a clay chillum.
During the Indian festival of Holi, people consume bhang which contains cannabis flowers. According to
one description, when the elixir of life was produced from the churning of the ocean by the Devas and the
Asuras, Shiva created cannabis from his own body to purify the elixir (whence, for cannabis, the epithet
angaja or body-born). Another account suggests that the cannabis plant sprang when a drop of the elixir
dropped on the ground. Thus, cannabis is used by sages due to association with elixir and Shiva. Wise
drinking of bhang, according to religious rites, is believed to cleanse sins, unite one with Shiva and avoid
the miseries of hell in the after-life. In contrast, foolish drinking of bhang without rites is considered a sin.

Regarding Buddhism, the fifth precept is to ‗abstain from wines, liquors and intoxicants that cause
headiness‘. Most interpretations of the fifth precept, would therefore include all forms of cannabis
amongst the intoxicants that a Buddhist should abstain from consuming. However, the Buddhist precepts
are guidelines whose purpose is to encourage a moral lifestyle rather than being strict religious
commandments, and some lay practitioners of Buddhism may choose to consume cannabis and other mild
intoxicants occasionally. Cannabis and some other psychoactive plants are specifically prescribed in the
Mahākāla Tantra for medicinal purposes. However, Tantra is an esoteric teaching of Hinduism and
Buddhism not generally accepted by most other forms of these religions.
http://www.moravek.net/ovisnosti/hemp/history ... Ancient India …Surviving texts from ancient India
confirm that cannabis' psychoactive properties were recognized, and doctors used it for a variety of
illnesses and ailments. These included insomnia, headaches, a whole host of gastrointestinal disorders,
and pain: cannabis was frequently used to relieve the pain of childbirth.
...Shintoism (Japan) - Cannabis was used to bind married couples together, thus driving away any evil
spirits and ensuring a happy marriage.
Buddhists (Tibet, China and India) - From the 5th century BC, Cannabis has formed the integral part
within many ceremonious and is considered by many to be the most holy plant. Within many Buddhist
scriptures are claims that the Buddha himself used and ate nothing other than Cannabis and its seeds for
six years before discovering his truths and becoming the Buddha.
From Wikipedia …Ancient Chinese use… The sinologist and historian Joseph Needham concluded
…‗the hallucinogenic properties of hemp were common knowledge in Chinese medical and Taoist circles
for two millennia or more‘, and other scholars associated Chinese wu ‗shamans‘ with the entheogenic use
of cannabis in Central Asian shamanism.
The oldest texts of Traditional Chinese Medicine listed herbal uses for cannabis and noted some
psychodynamic effects. The (ca. 100 CE) Chinese pharmacopeia Shennong Bencaojing (Shennong's
Classic of Materia Medica) described the use of mafen ‗cannabis fruit/seeds‘, ‗To take much makes
people see demons and throw themselves about like maniacs. But if one takes it over a long period of time
one can communicate with the spirits, and one's body becomes light. Later pharmacopia repeated this
description, for instance the (ca. 1100 CE) Zhenglei bencao (‗Classified Materia Medica‘), ‗If taken in
excess it produces hallucinations and a staggering gait. If taken over a long term, it causes one to
communicate with spirits and lightens one's body‘. The (ca. 730) dietary therapy book Shiliao bencao
(‗Nutritional Materia Medica‘) prescribes daily consumption of cannabis, ‗those who wish to see demons
should take it (with certain other drugs) for up to a hundred days‘.
Beginning around the 4th century, Taoist texts mentioned using cannabis in censers. Needham cited the
(ca. 570 CE) Taoist encyclopedia Wushang Biyao (‗Supreme Secret Essentials‘) that cannabis was added
into ritual incense-burners, and suggested the ancient Taoists experimented systematically with
‗hallucinogenic smokes‘. The Yuanshi shangzhen zhongxian ji (‗Records of the Assemblies of the
Perfected Immortals‘), which is attributed to Ge Hong (283-343), says, ‗For those who begin practicing
the Tao it is not necessary to go into the mountains. … Some with purifying incense and sprinkling and
sweeping are also able to call down the Perfected Immortals. The followers of the Lady Wei and of Hsu
are of this kind‘. Lady Wei Huacun (252-334) and Xu Mi (303-376) founded the Daoist Shangqing
School. The Shangqing scriptures were supposedly dictated to Yang Xi (330-386 CE) in nightly
revelations from immortals, and Needham proposed Yang was ‗aided almost certainly by cannabis‘. The
Mingyi bielu (‗Supplementary Records of Famous Physicians‘), written by the Taoist pharmacologist Tao
Hongjing (456-536), who also wrote the first commentaries to the Shangqing canon, says, ‗Hemp-seeds
are very little used in medicine, but the magician-technicians (shujia) say that if one consumes them with
ginseng it will give one preternatural knowledge of events in the future‘. A 6th-century CE Taoist medical
work, the Wuzangjing (‗Five Viscera Classic‘) says, ‗If you wish to command demonic apparitions to
present themselves you should constantly eat the inflorescences of the hemp plant‘.

Cannabis has been cultivated in China since Neolithic times, for instance, hemp cords were used to create
the characteristic line designs on Yangshao culture pottery). Early Chinese classics have many references
to using the plant for clothing, fiber, and food, but none to its psychotropic properties. Some researchers
think Chinese associations of cannabis with ‗indigenous central Asian shamanistic practices‘ can explain
this ‗peculiar silence‘. The botanist Li Hui-Lin noted linguistic evidence that the ‗stupefying effect of the
hemp plant was commonly known from extremely early times‘; the word ma ‗cannabis; hemp‘ has
connotations of ‗numbed; tingling; senseless‘ (e.g., mamu ‗numb‘ and mazui ‗anesthetic; narcotic‘),
which ‗apparently derived from the properties of the fruits and leaves, which were used as infusions for
medicinal purposes‘. Li suggested shamans in Northeast Asia transmitted the medical and spiritual uses of
cannabis to the ancient Chinese wu ‗shaman; spirit medium; doctor‘.
The use of Cannabis as a hallucinogenic drug by necromancers or magicians is especially notable. It
should be pointed out that in ancient China, as in most early cultures, medicine has its origin in magic.
Medicine men were practicing magicians. In northeastern Asia, shamanism was widespread from
Neolithic down to recent times. In ancient China shamans were known as wu. This vocation was very
common down to the Han dynasty. After that it gradually diminished in importance, but the practice
persisted in scattered localities and among certain peoples. In the far north, among the nomadic tribes of
Mongolia and Siberia, shamanism was widespread and common until rather recent times.
http://www.moravek.net/ovisnosti/hemp/history ... Ancient China and Taiwan… The use of cannabis, at
least as fiber, has been shown to go back at least 10,000 years in Taiwan. ‗Dà má‘ (Pinyin pronunciation)
is the Chinese expression for cannabis, the first character ‗da‘ meaning ‗big‘ and the second character
‗ma’ meaning ‗hemp‘.
Cannabis, called má or dàmá, in Chinese, was used in Taiwan for fiber starting about 10,000 years ago.
The botanist Li Hui-Lin wrote that in China, ‗The use of Cannabis in medicine was probably a very early
development. Since ancient men used hemp seed as food, it was quite natural for them to also discover the
medicinal properties of the plant‘. The oldest Chinese pharmacopeia, the Shennong Bencaojing (ca. 100
CE) – ‗Shennong's Materia Medica Classic‘, describes dama ‗cannabis‘. The flowers when they burst
(when the pollen is scattered) are called mafen or mabo. The best time for gathering is the 7th day of the
7th month. The seeds are gathered in the 9th month. … It grows in [Taishan] (in Shandon…). The
flowers, the fruit (seed) and the leaves are officinal. The leaves and the fruit are said to be poisonous, but
not the flowers and the kernels of the seeds.
Cannabis is one of the 50 ‗fundamental‘ herbs in traditional Chinese medicine, and is prescribed to treat
diverse indications.
Every part of the hemp plant is used in medicine; the dried flowers, the achenia, the seeds, the oil, the
leaves, the stalk, the root, and the juice. The flowers are recommended in the 120 different forms of (feng)
disease, in menstrual disorders, and in wounds. The achenia, which are considered to be poisonous,
stimulate the nervous system, and if used in excess, will produce hallucinations and staggering gait. They
are prescribed in nervous disorders, especially those marked by local anaesthesia. The seeds, by which is
meant the white kernels of the achenia, are used for a great variety of affections, and are considered to be
tonic, demulcent, alterative, laxative, emmenagogue, diuretic, anthelmintic, and corrective. They are
made into a congee by boiling with water, mixed with wine by a particular process, made into pills, and
beaten into a paste. A very common mode of exhibition, however, is by simply eating the kernels. It is
said that their continued use renders the flesh firm and prevents old age. They are prescribed internally in
fluxes, post-partum difficulties, aconite poisoning, vermillion poisoning, constipation, and obstinate
vomiting. Externally they are used for eruptions, ulcers, favus, wounds, and falling of the hair. The oil is
used for falling hair, sulfur poisoning, and dryness of the throat. The leaves are considered to be
poisonous, and the freshly expressed juice is used as an anthelmintic, in scorpion stings, to stop the hair
from falling out and to prevent it from turning grey. They are especially thought to have anti-periodic
properties. The stalk, or its bark, is considered to be diuretic, and is used with other drugs in gravel. The
juice of the root is used for similar purposes, and is also thought to have a beneficial action in retained

placenta and post-partum hemorrhage. An infusion of hemp (for the preparation of which no directions
are given) is used as a demulcent drink for quenching thirst and relieving fluxes.
In the early 3rd century CE, Hua Tuo was the first person known to use cannabis as an anesthetic. He
reduced the plant to powder and mixed it with wine for administration.
http://www.moravek.net/ovisnosti/hemp/history ... Ancient Egypt… The Ebers Papyrus (ca. 1,550 BC )
from Ancient Egypt describes medical marijuana. Other ancient Egyptian papyri that mention medical
marijuana are the Ramesseum III Papyrus (1700 BC), the Berlin Papyrus (1300 BC) and the Chester
Beatty Medical Papyrus VI (1300 BC). The ancient Egyptians even used hemp (cannabis) in suppositories
for relieving the pain of hemorrhoids. The Egyptologist Lise Manniche notes the reference to ‗plant
medical marijuana‘ in several Egyptian texts, one of which dates back to the eighteenth century BCE. …
http://www.moravek.net/ovisnosti/hemp/history ... Ancient Greece …The Ancient Greeks used cannabis
not only for human medicine, but also in veterinary medicine to dress wounds and sores on their horses.
In humans, dried leaves of cannabis were used to treat nose bleeds, and cannabis seeds were used to expel
tapeworms. The most frequently described use of cannabis in humans was to steep green seeds of
cannabis in either water or wine, later taking the seeds out and using the warm extract to treat pain and
inflammation resulting from obstruction in the ear.
In the 5th century BC Herodotus, a Greek historian, described how the Scythians of the Middle East used
cannabis in steam baths.
From Wikipedia … Ancient Central Asian use …Both early Greek history and modern archeology show
that Central Asian peoples were utilizing cannabis 2,500 years ago.
The (ca. 440 BCE) Greek Histories of Herodotus record the early Scythians using cannabis steam baths.
…They make a booth by fixing in the ground three sticks inclined towards one another, and stretching
around them woolen felts, which they arrange so as to fit as close as possible: inside the booth a dish is
placed upon the ground, into which they put a number of red-hot stones, and then add some hemp-seed.
… The Scythians, take some of this hemp-seed, and, creeping under the felt coverings, throw it upon the
red-hot stones; immediately it smokes, and gives out such a vapour as no Grecian vapour-bath can
exceed; the Scyths, delighted, shout for joy, and this vapour serves them instead of a water-bath; for they
never by any chance wash their bodies with water. What Herodotus called the ‗hemp-seed‘ must have
been the whole flowering tops of the plant, where the psychoactive resin is produced along with the fruit
(‗seeds‘). Several of the Tarim mummies excavated near Turpan in Xinjiang province of Northwestern
China were buried with sacks of marijuana next to their heads. Based on additional grave goods,
archaeologists concluded these individuals were shamans: ‗The marijuana must have been buried with the
dead shamans who dreamed of continuing the profession in another world‘. A team of scientists analyzed
one shamanistic tomb that contained a leather basket with well-preserved cannabis (789 grams of leaves,
shoots, and fruits…) and a wooden bowl with cannabis traces. Lacking any ‗suitable evidence that the
ancient, indigenous people utilized Cannabis for food, oil, or fiber‘, they concluded ‗the deceased was
more concerned with the intoxicant and/or medicinal value of the Cannabis remains‘.
From Wikipedia … Ancient European Pagan use… In ancient Germanic paganism, cannabis was
associated with the Norse love goddess, Freya. The harvesting of the plant was connected with an erotic
high festival. It was believed that Freya lived as a fertile force in the plant's feminine flowers and by
ingesting them one became influenced by this divine force. Linguistics offers further evidence of
prehistoric use of cannabis by Germanic peoples: The word hemp derives from Old English hænep, from
Proto-Germanic *hanapiz, from the same Scythian word that cannabis derives from.
The etymology of this word follows Grimm's Law by which Proto-Indo-European initial *k- becomes *hin Germanic. The shift of *k→h indicates it was a loanword into the Germanic parent language at a time
depth no later than the separation of Common Germanic from Proto-Indo-European, about 500 BC.

The Celts may have also used cannabis, as evidence of hashish traces were found in Hallstatt, birthplace
of Celtic culture. Also the Dacians had a tradition where they would make a big fire and on top of it they
would put cannabis plants.
http://www.moravek.net/ovisnosti/hemp/history ... Medieval Islamic world… In the medieval Islamic
world, Arabic physicians made use of the diuretic, antiemetic, antiepileptic, anti-inflammatory, pain
killing and antipyretic properties of Cannabis sativa, and used it extensively as medication from the 8th to
18th centuries. ...Sufis of Islam (Middle East) - For the last thousand years or so, these Moslem Priests
have extolled the virtues of Cannabis for its divine revelations, insights and oneness with Allah.
From Wikipedia … Muslim use… In Islam, the Quran does not forbid cannabis, however, the use of
cannabis is deemed to be khamr (intoxicant) by many religious scholars, and therefore generally believed
to be haraam (forbidden). However,some scholars state the meaning of Khamr is fermented drink, not
intoxicant.
Although cannabis use in some societies in Islamic countries has been present, often but not exclusively
in the lower classes, its use explicitly for spiritual purposes is most noted among the Sufi. An account of
the origin of this:
According to one Arab legend, Haydar, the Persian founder of the religious order of Sufi, came across the
cannabis plant while wandering in the Persian mountains. Usually a reserved and silent man, when he
returned to his monastery after eating some cannabis leaves, his disciples were amazed at how talkative
and animated (full of spirit) he seemed. After cajoling Haydar into telling them what he had done to make
him feel so happy, his disciples went out into the mountains and tried the cannabis for themselves. So it
was, according to the legend, the Sufis came to know the pleasures of hashish.
http://www.moravek.net/ovisnosti/hemp/history ... Bantus (Africa) - Secret Dagga cults ran by male tribe
leaders, believed that Dagga (Cannabis) was brought down to Earth by the Gods, in particular the "twodog star." These cults used Cannabis as a religious sacrament.
From Wikipedia … Ancient African use… Cannabis was used in Africa to restore appetite and relieve
pain of hemorrhoids. It was also used as an antiseptic. In a number of countries, it was used to treat
tetanus, hydrophobia, delirium tremens, infantile convulsions, neuralgia and other nervous disorders,
cholera, menorrhagia, rheumatism, hay fever, asthma, skin diseases, and protracted labor during
childbirth.
According to Sula Benet almost all ancient peoples considered narcotic and medicinal plants sacred and
incorporated them into their religious or magical beliefs and practices. In Africa, there were a number of
cults and sects of hemp worship. Pogge and Wissman, during their explorations of 1881, visited the
Bashilenge, living on the northern borders of the Lundu, between Sankrua and Balua. They found large
plots of land around the villages used for the cultivation of hemp. Originally there were small clubs of
hemp smokers, bound by ties of friendship, but these eventually led to the formation of a religious cult.
The Bashilenge called themselves: Bena:Riamba - ‗the sons of hemp’,: and their land Lubuku, meaning
friendship. They greeted each other with the expression ‗moio‘ meaning both ‗hemp’ and ‗life‘.
Each tribesman was required to participate in the cult of Riamba and show his devotion by smoking as
frequently as possible. They attributed universal magical powers to hemp, which was thought to combat
all kinds of evil and they took it when they went to war and when they traveled. There were initiation rites
for new members which usually took place before a war or long journey. The hemp pipe assumed a
symbolic meaning for the Bashilenge somewhat analogous to the significance which the peace pipe had
for American Indians. No holiday, no trade agreement, no peace treaty was transacted without it
(Wissman et al. 1888). In the middle Sahara region, the Senusi sect also cultivated hemp on a large scale
for use in religious ceremonies (Ibid).
http://www.moravek.net/ovisnosti/hemp/history ... Rastafari (Jamaica and elsewhere) - Cannabis is an
integral part within the lives of Rastafarians who use it as a sacred sacrament to communicate with Jah

(God). …Rastas living in predominantly white western societies are persecuted by racist white policemen
who use the laws against Cannabis to stop and search law-abiding black youths.
The recreational, spiritual, and therapeutic use of Cannabis has continued in many parts of Asia, Africa,
and Southern America. Sadly, its industrial use has been suppressed by western governments who have
forced other "cash crops" such as cotton, with all its environmental damage, to be grown. Perhaps the
saddest example of this is Bangladesh. Bangladesh (Cannabis growing people) signed an agreement with
the USA back in the 1970s, to stop growing Cannabis. The soil structure soon began to break down,
causing widespread ecological disaster. With the soil structure destroyed, the Monsoon rainstorms caused
mass flooding and untold human suffering.
From Wikipedia… Rastafari use… Members of the Rastafari movement use cannabis as a part of their
worshiping of God, Bible study and Meditation. The movement was founded in Jamaica in the 1930s and
while it is not known when Rastafarians first made cannabis into something sacred it is clear that by the
late 1940s Rastafari was associated with cannabis smoking at the Pinnacle community of Leonard
Howell. Rastafari see cannabis as a sacramental and deeply beneficial plant that is the Tree of Life
mentioned in the Bible. Bob Marley, amongst many others, have quoted Revelation: 22:2, ‗... the herb is
the healing of the nations‘. The use of cannabis, and particularly of long-stemmed water-pipes called
chalices, is an integral part of what Rastafari call ‗reasoning sessions‘ where members join together to
discuss life according to the Rasta perspective. They see the use of cannabis as bringing them closer to
God (Jah), allowing the user to penetrate the truth of things much more clearly, as if the wool had been
pulled from one's eyes. Thus Rastafari smoke cannabis together in order to discuss the truth with each
other, reasoning it all out little by little through many sessions. While it is not necessary to use cannabis to
be a Rastafari, some feel that they use it regularly as a part of their faith, and pipes of cannabis are always
dedicated to His Imperial Majesty Haile Selassie I before being smoked. ‗The herb is the key to new
understanding of the self, the universe, and God. It is the vehicle to cosmic consciousness‘, and is
believed to burn the corruption out of the human heart.
http://www.moravek.net/ovisnosti/hemp/history ... Coptic Christians (Egypt/Ethiopia) - There are many
references in the bible to the ‗Sacred Herb‘. These include:
‗And the Earth brought forth grass and herb-yielding seed after its kind and the tree yielding fruit, whose
seed was in itself after its kind: and God saw that it was good‘… Genesis: Chapter 1, Verse 12
‗I will rise up for them a plant of renown, and they shall be no more consumed with hunger in the land,
neither bear the shame of the heathen any more‘…Ezekiel34;29…
Coptic Christians as well as many other enlightened cultures see these references to ‗herb‘ as being
directly related to Cannabis. Other references to incenses and anointing oils are also believed to be related
to Cannabis.
From Wikipedia … Other modern religious movements… Elders of the modern religious movement
known as the Ethiopian Zion Coptic Church consider cannabis to be the eucharist, claiming it as an oral
tradition from Ethiopia dating back to the time of Christ. Like the Rastafari, some modern Christian sects
(many Gnostic) have asserted that cannabis is the Tree of Life.
Other organized religions founded in the past century that treat cannabis as a sacrament are the Santo
Daime church, the THC Ministry, the Way of Infinite Harmony, Cantheism, the Cannabis Assembly,
Temple 420, Green Faith Ministries, the Church of Cognizance, the Church of the Universe, The Free
Marijuana Church of Honolulu, The Free Life Ministry Church of Canthe.
Modern spiritual figures like Ram Dass and Eli Wyld openly acknowledge that the use of cannabis has
allowed them to gain a more spiritual perspective and use the herb frequently for both its medicinal and
mind-altering properties.
From Wikipedia … In Mexico, followers of the growing cult of Santa Muerte regularly use marijuana
smoke in purification ceremonies, with marijuana often taking the place of incense used in mainstream
Catholic rituals.

http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,460425,00.html …The world's oldest stash of marijuana has been
found in far western China, according to an article in the Journal of Experimental Botany.
An ancient Caucasian people, probably the Indo-European-speaking Yuezhi whose fair-haired mummies
keep turning up in Xinjiang province, seem to have buried one of their shamans with a whopping 789
grams of high-potency pot 2,700 years ago. …
www. patients4medicalmarijuana.wordpress com … Recently excavated to reveal the 2700-year-old grave
of a Caucasoid shaman whose accoutrements included a large cache of cannabis, superbly preserved by
climatic and burial conditions. A multidisciplinary international team demonstrated through botanical
examination, phytochemical investigation, and genetic deoxyribonucleic acid analysis by polymerase
chain reaction that this material contained tetrahydrocannabinol, the psychoactive component of cannabis,
its oxidative degradation product, cannabinol, other metabolites, and its synthetic enzyme,
tetrahydrocannabinolic acid synthase, as well as a novel genetic variant with two single nucleotide
polymorphisms. The cannabis was presumably employed by this culture as a medicinal or psychoactive
agent, or an aid to divination. To our knowledge, these investigations provide the oldest documentation of
cannabis as a pharmacologically active agent, and contribute to the medical and archaeological record of
this pre-Silk Road culture.
www.foxnews.com …‗It was common practice in burials to provide materials needed for the afterlife‘,
lead author Ethan B. Russo, a practicing neurologist and prominent medicinal-marijuana advocate based
in Missoula, Mont., tells the Canadian Press. ‗No hemp or seeds were provided for fabric or food. Rather,
cannabis as medicine or for visionary purposes was supplied‘.
But the researchers couldn't tell if the weed was meant to be smoked or eaten. No pipes, bongs or rolling
papers were found in the tomb.
The ancient Greek historian Herodotus relates how the Scythians, Iranian-speaking nomads who roamed
the steppes to the west of the Yuezhi in the first millennium B.C., liked to throw marijuana onto bonfires
to induce trancelike states. It's possible the buried shaman followed similar practices…
www.m.io9.com/....World‘s Oldest Pot Stash Offered an Afterlife High …by Lauren Davis, Nov 28, 2008
When archeologists opened the tomb of a Gushi shaman in northwest China, they found his stash. The
2,700 year-old corpse had been buried with just under a kilo of marijuana, the oldest known use of
cannabis for purposes other than food or clothing.
A paper published this week in Britain‘s Journal of Experimental Botany reports the find in China‘s
Xinjiang region. …In addition to 789 grams of marijuana, the tomb contained bridles, archery equipment,
and a harp, apparent provisions for the afterlife. …
Russo studies the effects of cannabis on the brain, including its use in pain management for multiple
sclerosis and cancer patients. He and other researchers have been conducting a battery of tests on the
ancient weed, such as attempting to measure the levels of THC and germinate the seeds found in the
cache, in an attempt to better understand ancient uses of the plant. ...
www.parl.gc.ca/37/1/parlbus/commbus …Central Asia... According to Herodotus, a Greek historian
who lived in the fifth century B.C., marijuana was an integral part of the Scythian cult of the dead
wherein they honoured the memory and spirits of their departed leaders. These funeral ceremonies
involved the erection of small tents, into which they placed metal censors containing rocks heated from
the funeral fires. The Scythians would throw cannabis seeds onto the heated stones to create a thick
vapour that they would inhale and become intoxicated. Seemingly, the purification was the Scythian
counterpart to the hard-drinking frazzled Irish wake, with marijuana instead of alcohol as the ceremonial
intoxicant.
This first ethnographic description of ancient peoples inhaling marijuana as a psychotropic stimulant was
further confirmed by a Russian archaeologist, Professor S.I. Rudenko in 1929, who discovered that
marijuana was also used by the Scythians in everyday life. Not only did Rudenko come across the
embalmed body of a man and a bronze cauldron filled with burnt marijuana seeds, but he also found some
shirts woven from hemp fibre and some metal censors designed for inhaling marijuana smoke, which did

not appear to be connected with any religious rites. To Rudenko, the evidence suggested that inhalation of
smouldering marijuana seeds occurred not only in a religious context, but also as an everyday activity,
one in which Scythian women participated alongside the men.
As recently as 1993, Russian archaeologists confirmed Rudenko‘s theory when they discovered a 2000year-old woman‘s body frozen in a tomb in the same Siberian burial ground where Rudenko had made his
first discovery. The female Russian mummy was so well preserved that intricate tattoos were found on
her left arm, leading the archaeologists to conclude that she was both a Scythian princess and a
priestess. Buried in a hollowed tree trunk, the archaeologists found a few of her possessions alongside
her, including a small container of cannabis, which, archaeologists believe was smoked for pleasure and
used in pagan rituals.
www.cannabis.net/... Cannabis was also widely used in the ancient Near East. It was used by the
Assyrians as a fumigation to relieve sorrow and grief, which is surely an indication of psychoactive use.
Hemp was widely used in Ancient Egypt as a rope fibre. Remains of hemp have been discovered in the
eighteenth-dynasty tomb of Akhenaten (Amenophis IV) at el-Amarna and cannabis pollen was found on
the mummy of Rameses II (nineteenth dynasty). The suggestion that cannabis was kaneh bosm (one of the
ingredients of the Holy Oil which God instructed Moses to prepare; see Exodus 30:23) has been rejected
by most authorities.
Its use among the Islamic mystical order of Sufis and Dervishes has been equally controversial. Many
contemporary Sufis have wanted to distance themselves from what has now become a disreputable
substance to many governments. Nevertheless, bearing in mind the long tradition of cannabis use in
Central Asian and Middle Eastern religious life that the Sufis made no use of it, is something difficult to
believe. Sufis have been called ‗the hippies of the Arab world‘ by Ernest Abel in an otherwise accurate
book on cannabis, but this is a trite and unfounded comparison. Sufism has been a continuous mystical
tradition for over a thousand years and is a spiritual path that has been followed by many of the greatest
poets, thinkers and scientists of the Islamic world. The hippy movement (if indeed it is such) has been
around for just over thirty years and the literary and philosophical output (let alone the scientific!)
scarcely bears comparison. Certainly cannabis was, and still is, widely used for recreational purposes in
Muslim countries and this was certainly the case in Arabic Egypt.
... Hemp moved westward out of its Central Asian home at a very early date. Evidence for its use in
eastern Europe as a psychoactive substance can be traced to the later part of the third millennium BC.
Two archaeological finds are of particular interest. The first was found in a pit-grave burial in Romania
and is an artifact known as a 'pipe cup'. This particular pipe cup and another one, from a north Caucasian
early Bronze Age site, both contained the charred remnants of cannabis seeds. This evidence, in
conjunction with other finds across Europe (such as the great number of hemp seeds found in Neolithic
contexts in central Europe) has been interpreted by the Oxford archaeologist Andrew Sherratt as
foreshadowing the later ritual use of cannabis. There is further prehistoric evidence that cannabis was
widely used as a psychoactive substance on the steppes. Russian archaeologists have discovered largescale Iranian fire temples in the Kara Kum desert region of western Central Asia which contain the
remains of cannabis, opium and Ephedra in ritual vessels. These ancient temples are dated to the first
millennium BC.
In the fifth century BC the Greek historian Herodotus wrote of the use of cannabis by the Scythian people
of the Black Sea region:
On a framework of tree sticks, meeting at the top, they stretch pieces of woolen cloth. Inside this tent they
put a dish with hot stones on it. Then they take some hemp seed, creep into the tent, and throw the seed on
the hot stones. At once it begins to smoke, giving off a vapour unsurpassed by any vapour bath one could
find in Greece. The Scythians enjoy it so much they howl with pleasure.
Amazingly, almost identical hemp-smoking equipment was found by the Russian archaeologist Rudenko
at the Pazyryk site in southern Siberia at the other end of the vast steppes of Asia. Not only was the

equipment the same but the dating of the site makes it contemporary with the report of Herodotus from
the Black Sea area thousands of miles from Pazyryk. No clearer proof could be found to indicate that the
ritual use of cannabis was widespread in prehistoric Asia and Europe.
http://www.herbs2000.com/herbs ... The theory propagated by historians in the West. ‗Cannabis seems to
have originated in China and then it seemingly spread westward across Asia and the Mediterranean. As it
spread over various regions, over the years different ancient cultures adopted the plant‘.
…However, the conventional Hindu scriptures have a completely different story to tell. In fact, the origins
of Cannabis indica, according to the Western historians and botanists, are recorded in the Vedas - the four
ancient sacred books dating back to the Aryan-dominated Hindu India. The Vedas were written over 4000
years ago and cover almost all aspects of conventional Hindu life, including great myths or legends of
invasions, conquests, fight-back and religious as well as spiritual advancement. Among several other
legends and vibrant myths, the Vedas narrate the story of how Lord Shiva, one of the three main Hindu
Gods, reinvigorated himself in the heat of the sunlight by consuming leaves of the marijuana plants. As
Lord Shiva is said to have adapted leaves of the marijuana plant as his favorite diet, he is aptly known as
the ‗Lord of Bhang‘.
http://www.thehempire.com/index.php/cannabis/cannabis_hemp/cannabis_and_religion_hindus_and_rast
as … By Shivapk1….Shiva Shankar …
Shiva is the oldest known godhead figure in the world. Devotees of Shiva sometimes meditate by
drinking a milk and cannabis mixture (Bhang) prepared by priests. Sadhus and other devotees endlessly
walk around India searching for the spiritual oneness with Shiva. These Sadhus also smoke 'Charas' and
'ganja' from chillums.
It is widely accepted amongst Hindus that Shiva takes Bhang. What's disputed is the consumption of it by
ordinary mortals. Most Hindus do not know their ancestors used to take cannabis whenever they saw fit.
Consumption of Bhang wasn't always reserved for the Gods and holy days. In fact, not so long ago it was
considered an insult to refuse Bhang. I believe this change occurred no earlier than 1900, after the Indian
Hemp Commission's report was released in the late 1800s.
Bhang is also considered a sister of the Mother Ganges (a holy river and a Goddess in India). There are
many songs which start off: ‗Gang Bhang Dono Bhen Hai, Rehti Shivji Ki Sang. Charan Karne KI Gang
Hai, Bhajan Karne Ki Bhang‘. Roughly translated this means the Ganges and Bhang (cannabis) are sisters
and both live in Shiva's head. The water from the Ganges is poured over a Shiva-lingam (a form of Shiva
in the guise of a phallus shaped black stone) at a Temple and Bhang is consumed by the devotee so they
can mediate, be better able to sing hymns, achieve a blissful state and be like Shiva.
Another often forgotten subject is Soma. This is the Nectar of the Gods mentioned in one of the oldest
Hindu scriptures, 'The Rig Veda'. Soma is said to be cannabis in some writings but some people dismiss
this idea. I think that Soma is just an ancient name for Bhang. Bhang is made using cannabis leaves and
milk, almonds, rose water and various other items. Bhang is also used as a word to describe the actual
cannabis plant in some parts of India. In short it appears that the ancient Vedic Hindus knew how to
extract THC from the cannabis plant using milk. Soma is one of the oldest intoxicants known to man.
Many Hindus are unaware of the significance of cannabis to Shiva. They seem to know that Bhang was
Holy and relevant to Shiva but a lot of people did not know that Bhang contained cannabis. Cannabis use
is stigmatised by Hindu's the world over but if you ask real priests in India about its position compared to
alcohol they will tell you that cannabis and only cannabis is acceptable to a Hindu, and priests are only
allowed Bhang and Ganja but not allowed alcohol.
Rastafarianism: The reason true Rastafarians have dreadlocks, are vegetarians and smoke 'Ganja' (a Hindi
word for compressed female buds) in 'Chillums' (another Hindi word for a small clay pipe) is partly
because of the British. When the British abolished slavery they shipped over hundreds of thousands of
Indian laborers to work on sugar plantations. These immigrants brought the religion of cannabis to a new
continent.

Cannabis appeared and started growing in many places where the British took Indians. The Caribbean is
just one place where local people quickly acclimatized to the plant and claimed it as their own. There are
stories about Rangoon in Burma being another of those places as well as Bangkok, Philippines and even
Lebanon.
One of the most important things that Rastas call the best female weed is Kali. This is a Hindu term for
'Kali Mata' a dark form of Shiva's wife Parvati. In addition, Kali means Bud in Hindi (pronounced Kuli). I
think Rasta's probably got the term from Kali Mata when the Poddkar priest named them after sexing.
Another thing that relates the two religions is Shiva and Rasta's dreadlocks. Most of the ancient Rishi's
mentioned in the Hindu scriptures had grown their 'Jata' knotted hair when they renounced normal living
and became Spiritual Sadhus; these are some of the most respected people from the religion. It is also
noted that in the famous epic 'The Ramayana', both Ram and Lakshman grow their hair into Jata's when
they went into the jungle for 14 years.
The Sanyasins in India usually go to the mountains or jungles to meditate and they probably did the same
when they went to the Caribbean. The slaves were freed and some went to work as paid labor in the fields
or the big plantation houses, but a few freed slaves went up to the mountains and hinterlands where they
learnt about spirituality and cannabis.
When Marcus Garvey came along with his 'Look to East for the Coming of the Black King Speech' the
Rasta's (freed people of the mountains) had a real interest because of the religious stories they had heard
from the Hindu priests about the Avatars (incarnations) of Vishnu and how he will appear on earth again.
Then Haile Selasse got crowned King Emperor of Ethiopia and the Lion of Judah. This was it for the
Rasta, they saw it as the Saviour and the Avatar mentioned in the old stories as well as the man in
question was claimed to be the direct descendant of Solomon and Sheba. And also of Moses. …
http://medicherb.voila.net/hemp_en.htm... Indian tradition says that gods gave to people the hemp in order
to know courage, ecstasy and intense sexual desires. A cannabis drink is moreover dedicated to the god
Shiva. In India, saddhus or holy men smoke the hemp to help them in their consideration. Usage would go
back up until 4800ans in China. …Cannabis was consumed with ginseng to advance time and reveal
events future. Some Chinese botanists mention the therapeutic properties of hemp. The emperor ShenNung would be the one that discovered its medicinal properties. Also one found … in Egypt 4000 years
ago. Scythians made steam baths with. According to the mahayana Buddhism, the Buddha would have
survive with a seed of hemp a day to eat during the stages which led it to the illumination. In Africa, it is
tradition as medicinal as ritual. One uses it as anti-pain either to look after malaria, after anthrax...
Marijuana was brought into South America by Spanish in 16-th century; it popularized very fast in
Mexico… also very popular in Jamaica…
http://www.herbs2000.com/herbs ...For the uninitiated, ‗bhang‘ is a conventional and popular Indian
beverage prepared by blending cannabis with different herbs and spices. Liked by people over the ages,
‗bhang‘ is reported to be less potent than ‗ganja‘ - a substance prepared from the flowering marijuana
plants and used for smoking as well as eating. On the other hand, ‗charas‘ comparatively more powerful
than both ‗bhang‘ and ‗ganja‘ is prepared from the apex of the cannabis flowers while they are in full
blossom. Incidentally, ‗charas‘ - thick with muggy resin (a semi-solid substance secreted in the juice of
some plants) - is as powerful an intoxicant as the intense or concentrated cannabis resin product called
‗hashish‘. For several thousand years such invigorating marijuana products have been a part of many
important facets of conventional Indian or Hindu life. They are a part of many rituals as well as plain
survival issues. Interestingly, soldiers gearing up for a battle, couples who are to wed and even devout
Hindus worshipping Lord Shiva have invoked their Lord with the holy herb on almost every important
occasion. …
http://answers.yahoo.com/question/index?qid=20090502045333AAF98kG
Hinduism: Why the ganja plant is presented to Lord Shiva`s prayers ? why is it holy ? …Best Answer Chosen by Asker…

The website http://www.herbs2000.com/herbs/herbs... links the the plant and Lord Shiva:
‗Atharvaveda - the fourth book of the Vedas that has been translated into English and titled ‗The Science
of Charms‘ - says that ‗bhang‘ is one of the ‗five kingdoms of herbs, which relieves anxiety‘. Notably,
this Western logic or perception does not entirely tally with the South Asian astuteness which is not
restricted by Newtonian judgment. According to a Hindu myth or allegory, long before the creation of the
universe the Gods had churned a cosmic mountain with a view to obtain nectar for an eternal life. It is
said that marijuana plants germinated at all places where the nectar dropped on or touched the earth.
If one takes a close look at the conventional Indian medicine, he or she will find that numerous
preparations of cannabis have been used to cure dissimilar disorders such as fever, dysentery, sunstroke as
well as leprosy. According to traditional Indian medicine, cannabis is effectively used to absolve phlegm
(thick mucus secreted by the walls of the respiratory tract, especially during a cold), speed up the
digestion process, hone up the intellect, enhance the body‘s preparedness as well as function as elixir
vitae (a vital magic potion or a quick cure). Unlike the Western medical science, the Hindu medical
practice also deals with the spiritual consciousness of a person while healing his ailments. According to
the Hindu mythology, whenever any devotee offers ‗ganja‘ to Lord Shiva, the ‗king of Gods‘, it pleases
Him. Interestingly, this relation between Lord Shiva and ‗ganja‘ is believed to be precious while
upholding an individual‘s physical health and emotional or psychological balance. A Hindu text titled
‗Rajvallabha‘ written in the 17th century states that this wish-gratifying drug was believed to have been
acquired by men on earth for the welfare of all people. It further says that those who use it regularly are
full of joy and without any distress."
http://www.facebook.com/topic.php?uid=113253785358211&topic=59..... Use of Marijuana in India
through the centuries: Hinduism, Buddhism, Tantrikism and Sikhism…
There are three types of cannabis used in India. The first, Bhang, consists of the leaves and plant tops of
the marijuana plant. It is usually consumed as an infusion in beverage form, and varies in strength
according to how much Cannabis is used in the preparation. The second, Ganja, consisting of the leaves
and the plant tops, is smoked. The third, called Charas, consists of the resinous buds and/or extracted
resin from the leaves of the marijuana plant. Typically, Bhang is the most commonly used form of
cannabis in religious festivals.
Cannabis or ganja is associated with worship of the Hindu deity Shiva, who is popularly believed to like
the hemp plant. Bhang is offered to Shiva images, especially on Shivratri festival… particularly witnessed
at temples. …Bhang is not only offered to the deity, but also consumed by Shaivite (sect of Shiva) yogis.
Charas is …itself is seen as a gift (‗prasad’ or offering) to Shiva to aid in sadhana. Some of the
wandering ascetics in India known as sadhus smoke charas out of a clay chillum.
In Indian tradition marijuana is associated with immortality. The myth of the churning of ‗Amrita’ by
Hindu Gods is said to be the making of cosmic ‗Bhang‘ (a marijuana drink) . This Amrita is known as the
elixir of eternal life. After churning the ocean, the demons attempted to gain control of the Amrita, but the
gods were able to prevent this seizure, giving cannabis the name ‗Shudha Vijaya‘ meaning ‗Pure Victory‘.
According to one description, when the elixir of life was produced from the churning of the ocean by the
devas and the asuras, Shiva created cannabis from his own body to purify the elixir (whence, for
cannabis, the epithet angaja or body-born). Another account suggests that the cannabis plant sprang when
a drop of the elixir dropped on the ground. Thus, cannabis is used by sages due to association with elixir
and Shiva. Wise drinking of bhang, according to religious rites, is believed to cleanse sins, unite one with
Shiva and avoid the miseries of hell in the after-life. In contrast, foolish drinking of bhang without rites is
considered a sin. Early Indian legends maintained that the angel of mankind lived in the leaves of the
marijuana plant. It was so sacred that it was reputed to deter evil and cleanse its user of sin. In Hindu
mythology hemp is a holy plant given to man for the ‗welfare of mankind‘ and is considered to be one of
the divine nectars able to give man anything from good health, to long life, to visions of the gods….
According to legend, Lord Siva, the Supreme God of many Hindu sects, had some family squabble and
went off to the fields. He sat under a hemp plant so as to be sheltered from the heat of the sun and

happened to eat some of its leaves. He felt so refreshed from the hemp plant that it became his favorite
food, and that is how he got his title, the Lord of Bhang. Cannabis is mentioned as a medicinal and
magical plant as well as a ‗sacred grass‘ in the Atharva Veda (2000 B.C.) which releases us from anxiety
and refers to hemp as a ‗source of happiness‘, ‗joy-giver‘ and ‗liberator‘. It has been venerated and used
as a sacrifice to the Gods. Indian tradition-writing, and belief is that the ―Siddhartha‖ (the Buddha), used
and ate nothing but hemp and its seeds for six years prior to announcing (discovering) his truths and
becoming the Buddha.
Fifteenth-century documents refers to cannabis as endowing light-heartedness, joy and rejoice, and
claimed that among its virtues are astringency, heat, speech-giving, inspiration of mental powers,
excitability and the capacity to remove wind and phlegm.
Among fakirs (Hindu and Muslim Ascetics) bhang is viewed as the giver of long life and a means of
communion with the divine spirit. Like his Hindu brother, the Muslim fakir reveres bhang as the
lengthener of life and the freer from the bonds of self. Shirdi Sai Baba, a well renowned Saint used to
smoke hemp in a chillum (pipe); this chillum is believed to have magical and spiritual attributes.
The ancient Indian mystics said, ―…in the ecstasy of bhang (marijuana) the spark of the Eternal in man
turns into light the murkiness of matter or illusion and the self is lost in the central soul fire. Raising man
out of himself and above mean individual worries, bhang makes him one with the divine force of nature
and the mystery ‗I am he‘ grew plain. (Taken from the Indian Hemp Drugs Commission Report which
was written at the turn of the twentieth century.)
In the early 20th Century AD, the Indian Hemp Drugs Commission set up to study the use of hemp in
India contains the following observations :
‗…Bhang is the Joy-giver, the Sky-filler, the Heavenly- Guide, the Poor Man‘s Heaven, the Soother of
Grief…No god or man is as good as the religious drinker of bhang‘…The supporting power of bhang has
brought many a Hindu family safe through the miseries of famine. To forbid or even seriously restrict the
use of so gracious an herb as the hemp would cause widespread suffering and annoyance and to large
bands of worshipped ascetics, deep-seated anger. It would rob the people of a solace on discomfort, of a
cure in sickness, of a guardian whose gracious protection saves them from the attacks of evil influences.
It‘s ironic that the British Raj didn‘t attempt any prohibition on the plant so as not to hurt the sentiments
of the Indian people; The plant was prohibited much later, by the Indian Government - post Indian
Independence!!!!
According to Earnest Abel in ‗Marijuana - The First Twelve Thousand Years – 6‘ , the Sikh community
in India used hemp as Sukhnidhan, sometimes referred to as Bhang, a war beverage first created and
prepared by Guru Gobind Singh, consisting of a mixture of water, almond nuts, milk and cannabis.
Narrated by many Sikh, Muslim, Hindu and Persian native accounts, the Singhs used Sukhnidhan daily.
The Indian Hemp Drugs Commission Report describes the traditional use of cannabis in the Sikh religion.
―Among the Sikhs the use of bhang as a beverage appears to be common, and to be associated with their
religious practices. The witnesses who refer to this use by the Sikhs appear to regard it as an essential part
of their religious rites having the authority of the Granth or Sikh scripture. Witness Sodhi Iswar Singh,
Extra Assistant Commissioner, says : ‗As far as I know, bhang is pounded by the Sikhs on the Dasehra
day, and it is ordinarily binding upon every Sikh to drink it as a sacred draught by mixing water with it‘.
Legend—Guru Gobind Singh, the tenth guru, the founder of the Sikh religion, was on the gaddi of Baba
Nanak in the time of Emperor Aurangzeb. When the guru was at Anandpur, tahsil Una, Hoshiarpur
district, engaged in battle with the Hill Rajas of the Simla, Kangra, and the Hoshiarpur districts, the Rains
sent an elephant, who was trained in attacking and slaying the forces of the enemy with a sword in his
trunk and in breaking open the gates of forts, to attack and capture the Lohgarh fort near Anandpur. The
guru gave one of his followers, Bachittar Singh, some bhang and a little of opium to eat, and directed him
to face the said elephant. This brave man obeyed the word of command of his leader and set out on horse
back with his shield and spear to attacked the elephant, who was intoxicated and had achieved victories in
several battles before, with the result that the animal was overpowered and the Hill Rajas defeated. The
use of bhang, therefore, on the Dasehra day is necessary as a sacred draught. It is customary among the

Sikhs generally to drink bhang, so that Guru Gobind Singh has himself is said to have said the following
poems in praise of bhang: ―Give me, O Saki (butler), a cup of green colour (bhang), as it is required by
me at the time of battle. ‗Bhang is also used on the Chandas day, which is a festival of the god Sheoji
Mahadeva. The Sikhs consider it binding to use it on the Dasehra day-The quantity then taken is too
small to prove injurious‘. As Sikhs are absolutely prohibited by their religion from smoking, the use of
ganja and charas in this form is not practiced by them. In old Sikh times, it was annually permitted to
collect, without interference a boat load of bhang, which is afterwards distributed throughout the year to
the sadhus and beggars who are supported by the dharamsala. Sukhnidhan is offered as a holy drink or
Kara-Parshad to all visitors in a Gurdwara. This is regarded as food blessed by the Guru and should not
be refused.
http://www.holifestival.org/tradition-of-bhang.html ... A Brief History of Bhang …Bhang was first used
in India …and soon became an integral part of Hindu culture. In the ancient text Artharva-veda, Bhang is
described as a beneficial herb that ‗releases anxiety‘. Bhang preparations were sacred to Gods,
particularly Shiva. One of Shiva's epithets was "Lord of Bhang" as he is said to have discovered the
transcendental properties of the mixture.
In imitation of Shiva, many sadhus use Bhang to boost meditation and achieve transcendental states.
Besides, Bhang or cannabis is also believed to be popular amongst Sufis as an aid to spiritual ecstasy
since a long time.
Bond with the Bhang …Ancient as it is, bhang has become a inseparable part of Indian tradition. So much
so that it has become symbolic for a lot of things. …If one understands the inherent sentimental and
emotional nature of Indians, one can very easily feel the emotional bond people have with bhang.
Associated with Lord Shiva, hemp plant is regarded holy by the Hindus. There is even a belief that to
meet someone carrying bhang is an omen of success. And, if longing for hemp plant foretells happiness,
to see it in dreams ensures prosperity for a person in future. Also, walking underfoot a holy bhang leaf
spells doom for a person.
...Associated with Lord Shiva, bhang has now become synonymous with Holi. To the extent that bhang
drinks have now become an official Holi drink.
Culled from the leaves and buds of cannabis - the very intoxicating bhang helps to escalate the spirit of
Holi - a festival which does not recognize any restrictions. Lip smacking thandai, pakoras and vadas, all
having bhang as a very essential ingredient, are savored by all on the day.
Bhang Preparations in Banaras …The tradition of consuming bhang on Holi is particularly rampant in
North India where Holi itself is celebrated with a gusto unseen anywhere else.
But, the hub of bhang is Varanasi or Banaras, the land of Shiva worship, where bhang is prepared on its
famous ghats.
Anywhere on the ghats one can find large number of men engaged in the process of preparing bhang.
Using mortar and a pestle, the buds and leaves of Cannabis are squashed and ground into a green paste.
To this mixture milk, ghee, and spices are added. The bhang base is now ready to be made into a
nutritious, refreshing drink - Thandai, a healthy alternative to alcohol. Bhang is also mixed with ghee and
sugar to make a tasty green halva, and into peppery, chewy little balls called 'golees'.
http://www.hempfood.com/iha/iha03207.html ...Taxonomic studies of Cannabis in China …Shao Hong
and Robert C. Clarke, Department of Biology and Genetics, Beijing Medical University, Beijing 100083,
PRC …Projects Manager, International Hemp Association, Postbus 75007, 1070 AA Amsterdam, The
Netherlands …Journal of the International Hemp Association 3(2): 55-60.
Many aspects of Cannabis taxonomy and systematics have been studied in the People's Republic of China
(PRC) since it was founded in 1949. Most of the reports indicated that only one species (Cannabis sativa
L.) exists in China and consists of two infra specific taxa (variously indicated either as subspecies,
varieties or forms) sativa and indica. The fiber types low in THC are classified as subspecies sativa and
drug types with higher THC contents are classified as subspecies indica. These drug varieties are found
south of 42ƒN latitude in western China and south of 30ƒN latitude in eastern China. Since classical

taxonomic studies fall short of fully answering questions about the evolution of Cannabis in China,
various molecular methods are suggested.
Cannabis has spread naturally and has also been cultivated…from ancient times to the present. The fibers
of Cannabis stalks are most commonly used to make ropes, clothes and other textiles, while its seeds are
pressed for their oil, or are eaten raw or roasted as snacks between meals (especially in northwestern
Yunnan Province). They are also mixed in buttered tea by Tibetans…for smoking in the Xinjiang
Province of northwestern China. Drug Cannabis is rarely, if ever, applied as a medicine in Chinese
hospitals because it is erroneously considered addicting.
Besides the general name Da Ma (great hemp), the Chinese vernacular terms for Cannabis include Huo
Ma (fire hemp), Xian Ma (line hemp) and Huang Ma (yellow hemp). The fruits of Cannabis are called
Ma Zi (hemp seed) and Huo Ma Ren (fire hemp seed). The female inflorescences are called Ma Fen
(fragrant hemp branch). The terms Da Ma, Xian Ma, and Huang Ma for the plants and their products and
Da Ma Zi or simply Ma Zi for the fruits are usually applied to the fiber and seed producing C. sativa
cultivars and landraces. Cannabis smoking is not popular or widespread in China. The terms Da Ma and
Huo Ma are only rarely used to denote smoking Cannabis in the south and east of China. However, Huo
Ma is much more commonly used by traditional Chinese pharmacists to denote the cleaned hemp seeds
incorporated into local herbal stomach remedies. The seeds for medical use most often come from either
cultivated or naturalized C. sativa landraces.
Chinese scientists have carried out thorough research on the genus Cannabis and their articles, published
in diverse Chinese books and journals, cover nearly all aspects of its study from practical agronomy to
public health concerns. This paper concentrates on the literature pertaining directly to the taxonomy and
evolution of the genus Cannabis as well as supporting literature from the fields of comparative anatomy
and morphology, natural products chemistry, and the most recent tentative approaches to analysis.
History and literature… Contemporary Chinese Cannabis studies began in the 1950's, soon after the
People's Republic of China was founded. During those days, a general natural resources survey was
carried out all over China. The medicinal and economic values of Cannabis were first recorded in Flora
of Chinese Medicinal Plants (Pei and Chou 1951) and it is also recorded in the Chinese Pharmacopoeia
of 1957. Chinese scientists early noticed that Cannabis is a widely distributed plant in China and has
medical and other productive applications. Two of the first Chinese books on plant taxonomy, Pictorial
Handbook of Chinese Plants (Chia et al. 1958) and Dictionary of Families and Genera of Chinese Seed
Plants (How 1958), simultaneously named Cannabis from China as C. sativa L. Since this name was
also recorded in Iconographia Cormophytorum Sinicorum (ASBI 1972), one of the most comprehensive
and highly respected Chinese plant taxonomy reference books, C. sativa L. has been regarded as the
representative name for Chinese Cannabis.
Another form, namely - C. sativa L. f. ruderalis (Janisch)… was recorded in Flora Plantarum
Herbacearum Chine Boreali-Orientalis (Chu 1959). This new form name was also adopted by Flora of
Chinese Economic Plants (Anon. 1961) and specifically represented the Cannabis distributed in some
areas of northeastern China. The specimens representing this form in Chinese herbaria do not exhibit the
key anatomical character described by Janischevsky (1924), i.e., that the fruit base becomes elongated and
forms a ‗caruncle’. However, his collections from Altai and Yili in Xinjiang Province possess the socalled ‗caruncl’" only in some fruits from the same plant. The lack of a caruncle may result from
incomplete maturation. Based on the lack of consistent expression of this primary discriminating
character, both the form name and the original species name are questionable.
Zhao (1991) proposed that there are four varieties of C. sativa L. distributed in China; sativa, spontanea,
indica and kafiristanica. However, while only presenting a basic classification key derived from Small
and Cronquist (1976), she did not provide Chinese representative voucher specimens or delimit the range
of these taxa except that the specimens from Fukang, Xinjiang, was identified as spontanea.
The Morphology Department of the Botanical Institute of the Academia Sinica (ASBI 1960) reported on
the pollen surface features of Chinese Cannabis in Pollen Morphologies of Chinese Plants. The ASBI
Handbook of Chinese Oil Plants (1973) discusses the constituents of Cannabis seed oil. Other important
chemical components of Cannabis such as the cannabinoids, and the terpenoids which account for its

unique aromas, are listed in Lexicon of Chinese Traditional Medicinal Plants (Jiangsu New Medical
College 1975), Compilation of Chinese Herbal Medicines (Anon. 1978) and Flora of Economic Plants in
Shandong Province (Anon. 1978). Other papers scattered in various journals report the cannabinoid
content of specimens from several provinces (e.g. Ling et al. 1985, Liu et al. 1992, Chen et al. 1993,
Zhan et al. 1994).
Large scale comprehensive scientific research on Cannabis from 1986 through 1990 (encompassing the
disciplines of chemistry, anatomy, morphology, pharmacognosy, drug use survey, etc.) was carried out in
several institutes in a coordinated program organized by the National Institute for the Control of
Pharmaceutical and Biological Products under the organization of the Bureau of Public Health. The
results are collected mostly in Corpus of Scientific Theses on Cannabis (Anonymous 1991).
www.jstor.org/... Hemp (Cannabis-sativa L.)— whose origins as a domesticated plant probably lie in
C.Asia- has been cultivated in England since at least a.d.800 (and before this perhaps in the Roman
Period), mainly for its ﬁbre, which was used to make sails, ropes, ﬁshing nets and clothes, as well as for
the oil from hempseed. Hemp cultivation may have reached a peak during the early 16th century, when
Henry VIII decreed that increased hemp production was required to supply the expanding navy. Evidence
for the locations where the crop was cultivated and processed is available in several different forms,
including written evidence in parish records and government reports, place-name evidence
(e.g.Hempholme and some instances of Hempstead), and features on old maps, such as Hempisﬁeld
(hempﬁeld).
http://www.herbs2000.com/herbs ... Carl Linnaeus, a Swedish botanist, compiled the all inclusive
reference handbook of the botanical categorization titled ‗Species Planetarium‘ in 1753 and this is still
regarded as the best work on this subject. In his manual, Linnaeus had included all the classifications on
Cannabis sativa done by the Greek physician Dioscorides. However, soon after Linnaeus published
‗Species Planetarium‘, a group of botanists from Europe came forward with the argument that the newly
researched Indian variety of the cannabis plant was markedly different from the better known European
Cannabis sativa that was widely cultivated for both industrial as well as therapeutic use. Few years later,
in 1783, a French botanist called Jean Lamarck scrutinized both the varieties of cannabis in his
compendium (a comprehensive but brief account of a subject, especially in book form) titled
‗Encyclopedia‘ and observed that the Cannabis sativa variety normally cultivated for its fiber used by the
textile industry was distinguished by its height (usually 12 to 16 feet), long stems, meager undergrowth
and lean leaves. In contrast, the cannabis that was indigenous to India normally grew up to a height of
four to five feet when mature and had intense foliage in unkempt clusters and bore relatively expansive
leaves. Lamarck named the new variety or the species found in India as Cannabis indica keeping in view
the country of the plant‘s origin.
All said and done, factually there are numerous sub-species of cannabis and the botanists still persist on
disagreeing over their precise as well as systematic categorization. Meanwhile, most experts have agreed
that broadly there are two discrete varieties of cannabis that encompass all the properties existing in the
current sub-species of the plant.
http://www.herbs2000.com/herbs/herbs_marijuana.htm ...There is ample proof that indicates that man has
been using marijuana since the pre-historic times. Normally, the use of marijuana by man is estimated to
date back to about 10,000 years ago, but findings at a pre-historic village unearthed in Taiwan in 1972
indicates that the herb has been in use since time immemorial. Ruins of earthenware found in this prehistoric Taiwanese village sustained marks of hemp-twines providing proof that marijuana (a narcotic
drug made from plant found in Asia that is smoked, chewed, eaten or drunk to produce a mild euphoric
reaction) has been used by men in this part of the world since the Stone Age.
According to the Chinese language, marijuana is known as ‗Ma‘. It is an enduring aromatic plant that
grows once a year and perhaps known to be the ‗mother‘ of all civilizations depending on agriculture. For
the ancient man, ‗Ma‘ was not only a never ending source of food, but the herb also provided sturdy fiber
for producing long-lasting ropes and cloth. In fact, while the pre-historic man in most other civilizations

continued to hunt and collect food for survival, these two virtues of ‗Ma‘ put China at the forefront by
establishing an advanced agriculture-based industry. In addition to its medicinal, textile and other uses,
marijuana seeds offer high quantities of protein, B vitamins and essential amino acids. Thus, it is little
surprising that these marijuana seeds have served as the second or third most essential resource of
foodstuff in China for thousands of years.
It is interesting to note that excavations in the ruins of the Nile civilization in Egypt have revealed that the
people there used marijuana for its medicinal properties since as early as the 16th century. Similarly,
diggings at the primeval Hebrew civilization sites also prove that they used marijuana as a therapy during
childbirth since long before the birth of Jesus Christ. Therefore, there is little doubt that the multifaceted
properties and uses of marijuana have demonstrated to be a priceless reserve for the continued existence
of culture since days immemorial to the present.
Significantly, the most primitive substance that was recognized as fabric from the hemp was discovered in
a primeval burial site said to belong to the Chou Dynasty (1122-1249 B.C.) in China. This discovery of
this hemp fabric corroborated the numerous mentions in history regarding the significance of help in
ancient China. According to the instructions in the Book of Rites (compiled in 200 B.C.), the mourners in
China were required to wear clothes made from hemp fabric as this was considered to be a way to show
respect to the departed soul. Incidentally, this ancient tradition is still followed in several parts of China
even today.
However, what is of greater significance is the innovation of the hemp paper by the Chinese as early as
200 B.C. This invention not only helped the early Chinese to maintain all their records, but also enabled
them to perform an elementary task - run the government in a methodical manner. The Chinese were
successful in keeping in secret the invention as well as the process of making paper from hemp fiber for
as long as 900 years, eventually paper manufactured from hemp became crucial for the speedy progress of
all the civilizations across the world. Significantly, several thousand years before paper made from hemp
became a crucial aspect of the European civilizations, China - a nation historically known to the world as
the land of hemp and mulberry (silk) - had advanced by leaps and bounds in utilizing the therapeutic and
industrialized use of ‗Ma‘ or the marijuana.
www.cannabis.net/... Potted histories of cannabis often imply that hemp's intoxicating properties were
virtually unknown in Europe until the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries when travelers to Egypt and
other parts of the East 'discovered the drug'. Such versions of events are built on the false premise that
alcohol is and always has been the inebrient par excellence of European culture and that, other substances
like cannabis and opium are recent arrivals. The evidence for the use of hemp in prehistoric Europe has
already been mentioned and there is no shortage of early historical references to its use throughout
European history. Palaeo-botanical studies have shown that hemp was cultivated (presumably as a fibre
first) in eastern England by the Anglo-Saxons from AD 400 onwards. A cloth made of hemp was found in
the late sixth-century tomb of the Merovingian queen Arnegunde in Paris. Its use among the Vikings is
known from the discovery of plant remains at a castle in Denmark, fishing line and cloth made of hemp
from Norwegian graves and cannabis seeds found in one of their ships.
Antoine Rabelais…the famous doctor and writer… is known to have cultivated hemp on a large scale at
his property at Cinais, south-west of Chinon in France. It was perhaps in helping out on his father's
property that the young Rabelais first gained knowledge of cannabis. In the aforementioned work he
dedicates three chapters to hemp, which he calls 'the herb Pantagruelion'. Under King Henry VIII of
England a law was passed that instructed all subjects having arable land to put aside some of it for the
cultivation of hemp or flax to provide sufficient fibre for the making of rigging for ships. In England, as
elsewhere in Europe, hemp was indispensable as a fibre plant; its use permeated all spheres of life.
William Bulleyn (1500-76), who was related to Anne Boleyn, Henry's second wife, extolls it thus: 'no
Shippe can sayle without hempe, no Plowe, or Carte, can be without ropes…the fisher and fouler muste
have hempe, to make their nettes. And no archer can wante his bowe string: and the Malt man for his
sackes, with it the belle is rong, to service in the Church.' The word canvas is derived from cannabis on
account of its use as a fibre.

Cannabis was known by numerous names… neck-weed, gallows-grass (this because of its being the fibre
from which the hangman's noose was made) and Welsh parsley among them. In certain parts of Britain
(such as the Welsh border, Herefordshire and Oxfordshire) the seeds of the hemp plant were used in a
very specific form of folk divination. In order to see a vision of her future husband a girl would have to
retire alone at the witching hour to a churchyard, and whilst throwing the seeds over her left shoulder,
enchant the following short rhyme:
Hempseed I sow, Hempseed, grow.
He that is to marry me,
Come after me and mow.
If she was lucky a spectral form of her husband-to-be mowing with his scythe would be there when she
looked behind her. If she were not so fortunate she would see a coffin behind her, signifying that she
would die whilst still young and unmarried. Such a use of hemp seed is known from the seventeenth
century and certainly continued into the nineteenth and, perhaps, even the twentieth century. What is
remarkable is the fact that very similar folk practices are also known from the Ukraine. Ukrainian girls
with hemp seeds in their belts jump on a pile of hemp, crying out:
Andrei, Andrei,
I plant the hemp seed on you.
Will God let me know
With whom I will sleep?
Then they take off their blouses, fill their mouths with water to spit on the hemp seeds and run around
their houses a magical three times. Dances involving hemp were also common in eastern Europe,
sometimes in connection with magically aiding the hemp crop to grow and sometimes as part of marriage
feasts and other wedding celebrations. Sula Benet sees another cultural role of hemp as having archaic
roots: …a custom connected with the dead in parts of eastern Europe is the throwing of a handful of seeds
into the fire as an offering to the dead during the harvesting of hemp similar to the custom of the
Scythians and of the Pazyryk tribes, two-and-a-half-thousand years ago. There is no doubt that some of
the practices, such as funeral customs, were introduced by the Scythians during their victorious advance
into southeast Russia, including the Caucasus, where they remained for centuries. Hemp never lost its
connection with the cult of the dead. Even today in Poland and Lithuania, and in former times also in
Russia, on Christmas Eve when it is believed that the dead visit their families, a soup made of hemp
seeds, called semieniatka, is served for the dead souls to savor.
As the use of hemp goes back far, further into European prehistory than even the Scythian period (see
above) such customs may have their ultimate origins even further back than Benet supposes.
Europe… www.cannabisfacts.info/AustralianCannabisLawReformGroup/...wiki ...Cannabis had a fairly
recent re-introduction to modern Europe, ...
There is evidence of cannabis use in England prior to this, with analysis of smoking pipes found in
Shakespeare's home at Stratford upon Avon containing traces of cannabis. The chemical analysis was
carried out after researchers hypothesized that the ‗noted weed‘ mentioned in Sonnet 76 and the ‗journey
in my head‘ from Sonnet 27 could be references to cannabis and the use thereof.
http://www.herbs2000.com/herbs ...It is interesting to note that the English term ‗canvas‘ has derived its
name from the Greek word cannabis. This is ample evidence of the utmost importance accorded to the
hemp textile by the European maritime technology. There is a firm belief among a section of historians
that it would have been impossible for the different European empires to extend their territories across the
seas without the advancement of the technologies involving the cannabis fiber. For instance, in 1492,
during one of his trans-Atlantic missions, a vessel of Columbus carried over 80 tons of hemp rigging
(ropes) and sails that were manufactured by people over hundreds of thousand hours. Significantly,
history suggests that numerous imperial riches were a result of the hard work of the peasants in the fields
cultivating hemp. It may be mentioned here that in those days, hemp had emerged as the most vital
industrial crop in many developing countries across the world.

http://www.walnet.org/rosebud/ancienthistory.html ...The Scythians brought Cannabis to Europe via a
northern route where remnants of their campsites, from the Altai Mountains to Germany, date back 2,800
years. Seafaring Europe never smoked marijuana extensively, but hemp fiber became a major crop in the
history of almost every European country. Pollen analysis dates the cultivation of Cannabis to 400 B.C. in
Norway; 150 A.D. in Sweden, and 400 A.D. in Germany and England, although it is believed the plant
was cultivated in the British Isles several centuries earlier.
The Greeks and Romans used hemp for rope and sail but imported the fibre from Sicily and Gaul. And it
has been said that ‗Caesar invaded Gaul in order to tie up the Roman Empire‘, all allusion to the Romans'
need for hemp.
The Americas ...http://www.walnet.org/rosebud/ancienthistory.html ...With increased travel and trade,
Cannabis seed was brought to all parts of the known world by ships and caravans rigged with the fiber of
its kind. And when the first settlers came to the Americas, they brought the seed with them.
www.cannabisfacts.info …The plant was first used as a fiber for making cloth, rope and paper. Without
hemp rope and fiber it is doubtful whether England would have achieved Naval dominance in the period
of 1600-1900. It became so important to England that Henry the 8th ordered his citizens to grow hemp,
and his daughter Elizabeth the First continued the practice. Not to be outdone, Philip of Spain issued the
same instructions to his farmers. Spanish explorers/conquerors introduced cannabis to South America as a
result of this practice.
Also known as Indian hemp, the cannabis plant was a commercial crop in the United States until the
1930s. Cannabis use was progressively restricted in the Western world between 1890 and 1940. The 1931
League of Nations convention, which sought to limit the production of opium, also banned other drugs
including cannabis and cocaine. These steps formed the basis for later Australian laws. Cannabis use was
not perceived to be a problem in Australia until the 1960s when its use appeared to increase markedly.
Australia prohibited cannabis in 1961 when it signed the United Nations Convention on Narcotic Drugs.
Australian Facts…When the First Fleet set sail for Australia, they brought with them hemp seed, with the
intention of growing the plant to meet the needs of the Navy for fiber. However, the seed they brought
with them was Cannabis Indica seed, not the Sativa seed which is better suited to fibre production. One of
the early hemp growers was the third governor of New South Wales, Phillip King. Later on, the correct
seed was brought to the colonies and Cannabis Sativa flourished here, and caused problems for law
enforcement in the 1960's, by which time Cannabis had been made illegal.
In 1964 a large Cannabis crop was found near Maitland in NSW. Estimates had the crop growing along a
65km frontage of the Hunter river. After much debate the crop was believed to have been a part of a
farming property that was first planted in 1823 by the Bell brothers who had settled the area. It took over
five years to completely eradicate the wild growing Cannabis.
Right up until the 1960's products were available in chemist shops that included cannabis as one of the
ingredients.
Another widely available product was Chlorodyne, a product for the treatment of colds, flu and diarrhoea.
It contained black Nepalese hash and morphine.
http://www.siu.edu/~ebl/ … By Ernest G. Walker, Jr. …Hemp is one of the world's most widely
distributed plants. It occurs in most of the temperate and tropic regions of the world. It grows in the
Himalaya Mountains, tropical Africa, East Africa, South Africa, United States and Canada… including
Hawaii. Escaped forms are abundant in the Midwest. Hemp does not grow well in the dry mountainous
regions of the western states but does grow well in other parts of the country… (Hunt, 1987).
History of Cannabis in North America ...www.parl.gc.ca/37/1/parlbus/commbus ...
While there is strong historical evidence illustrating that the psychoactive properties of cannabis have
been used as part of cultural practices of several societies throughout the world, it is unclear when the

psychoactive properties of cannabis were discovered in North America. Some scholars believe that
cannabis probably existed in North America long before the Europeans arrived. In Chris Bennett‘s book
Green Gold: Marijuana in Magic and Religion he says, ...‗there is some very good physical evidence that
indicates cannabis played a part in some of the native cultures prior to the arrival of Columbus‘. In 1985,
Bill Fitzgerald discovered resin scrapings of 500-year-old pipes in Morriston, Ontario containing ‗traces
of hemp and tobacco that is five times stronger than the cigarettes smoked today‘. Other archaeological
evidence includes stone and wooden pipes and hemp fibre pouches that were found in the Ohio Valley
from about 800 A.D.
Elders of some North American native tribes can also remember their ancestors using cannabis in a ritual
manner. According to Richard L. Lingeman in his book Drugs from A to Z, a 79 year old member of the
Cinco Putas tribe in California recalls his grandmother‘s daily ritual when he was a small child. She took
some cannabis flower tops out of an intricately carved box then rolled it in handmade corn paper. She
held the resulting ‗joint‘ upright in front of her and, watching the rising swirled smoke, prayed: ‗Oh
thank-you Great Mother!‘ ...for each of the gifts the day had brought, as well as thanks for her present
relaxation.
Even today, there are some North American tribes, especially those from Mexico, who have used
cannabis as a sacred gift under the name Rosa Maria or Santa Rosa, and continue to use it today.
Indians in the Mexican states of Veracruz, Hidalgo, and Puebla practice a communal curing ceremony
with a plant called Santa Rosa, identified as cannabis sativa, which is considered both a plant and a
sacred intercessor with the Virgin. Although the ceremony is based mainly on Christian elements, the
plant is worshipped as an earth deity and is thought to be alive and to represent a part of the heart of God.
...Some scholars are doubtful that cannabis was an integral part of the cultures of North American native
tribes. ‗With few exceptions, cannabis has not penetrated significantly into many native religious beliefs
and ceremonies.‘ ...‘unfortunately much of the religion and culture of the aboriginal peoples of the
western hemisphere was destroyed or driven underground by the European invaders.‘
www.cannabis.net/... The first cultivation of hemp in the Americas seems to have been in Nova Scotia in
1606 and it subsequently became widely grown across North America for its use as a fibre. It seems,
however, that there was no awareness of its psychoactive properties until the middle of the nineteenth
century. In two books published in the 1850s the popular writer Bayard Taylor wrote of his hashish
experiences in Egypt in a manner not unlike that of some members of the Parisian Hashish Club.
Although rarely read today, his books were, for many of his numerous readers at the time, the first they
had heard about the psychoactive effects of the hemp plant. The author of The Hasheesh Eater: Being
Passages from the Life of a Pythagorean (1857), Fitz Hugh Ludlow, who is often considered to be one of
the best writers on the subjective effects of hashish, never reached the contemporary audience that Taylor
did, despite his posthumous fame.
http://www.siu.edu/~ebl/ … By Ernest G. Walker, Jr ... Cannabis was brought to America during the early
colonial period. George Washington and Thomas Jefferson were both hemp farmers. During the early
period of settlement of the New World, everyone owned or used something made of its fibers. Hemp
fibers were known as the toughest durable fibers around. Hemp was even used as currency in some cases
(Abel, 1982).
http://www.moravek.net/ovisnosti/hemp/history.html ...A Brief History of Cannabis …by Rob
Christopher ….The exact origins of something as old as Cannabis can never be that clear. Historians
generally agree that Cannabis was one of the first crops to be cultivated by Man.
Archeological evidence indicates that the earliest use of Cannabis dates back some 10,000 years. This is
based upon, amongst other discoveries, clay pots which were discovered in Taiwan containing strands of
Cannabis fibre in the decorations.

From around 2,300 BC to 1000 BC, Cannabis was introduced, due to its quite amazing properties… and it
became entwined into the cultures … by nomadic tribes who it is believed travelled from central Persia
(Iran and Iraq) north and west through the Middle East, Africa and Europe …
The first archeological remains of Cannabis in England date back to 400 AD where evidence suggests that
it was cultivated at Old Buckenham Mere. Its cultivation spread at a great rate in the British Isles during
the first century. Interestingly enough, under Queen Elizabeth I, it was law that if you owned more than a
certain amount of land, some of it had to be set aside to grow Cannabis. Under Queen Elizabeth II, you
can spend up to fourteen years in prison and face an unlimited fine for growing Cannabis.
www.cannabis.net/... Despite precursors such as Rabelais, sustained interest in cannabis among the
literati may be said to have begun with Le Club des Haschischins. This informal club met in the privately
owned baroque palace … in the 1840s …17 quai d'Anjou on the Isle St Louis in Paris. Whilst many of its
members were prominent in the artistic community … its driving force and supplier of the hashish in the
form of a green paste (an echo of the witches' drugs which were greenish ointments) was a psychiatrist
named Jean-Jacques Moreau de Tours (1804-84). Moreau, who also experimented with the possible
medical applications of Datura stramonium, is often described as the first psychiatrist interested in the
use of psychoactive substances as a means of treating mental illness. …
http://www.siu.edu/~ebl/ … By Ernest G. Walker, Jr …There are numerous uses for Cannabis in various
cultures. A Mexican Indian tribe uses a variety of marihuana, which they call la santa rosa, in their
religious ceremonies (Williams-Garcia, 1975). They chew the leaves and they claim that it makes them
speak to the gods freely. Cultural groups in a Columbian Municipio, use C. sativa in numerous ways,
including for medical purposes. For example, they soak Cannabis in rum and apply it to the skin for pain
of the joints and muscles. And, sometimes Cannabis is smoked to reduce fatigue and augment sexual
intercourse, or to relax and socialize with friends (Partridge, 1975).
www.parl.gc.ca/37/1/parlbus/commbus ...South America – Brazil... In 1549, the French and the British
imported Angolan slaves from the southwest coast of Africa to work as labourers on the sugar plantations
of northeastern Brazil. ‗The slaves carried the seeds in cloth dolls tied to their ragtag clothing. The
planters permitted slaves to grow their maconha between the rows of cane, and to smoke and dream
during the periods of inactivity between harvests. But the planters stuck to their perfumed cigars‘. Many
planters felt that allowing their slaves to smoke marijuana, encouraged them to work hard.
Cannabis came to be regarded in Brazil as the opium of the poor ... ‗Except for ritual purposes involving
members of the priestly class‘. ...Upper class use of cannabis in Brazil was not unheard of however.
...there are indications that smoking marijuana was also observed among the Indians during the Colonial
period. The Catimbo Indians used marijuana in their own practices in order to receive spirits to cure sick
people. An influence of the African Angolan practices led the Catimbo to also use marijuana to induce
divination, revelation of secrets and mystic hallucinations.
In the 19th century the use of marijuana was prohibited in Rio de Janeiro. However, the prohibition was
not enforced in the provinces where smokers continued to enjoy marijuana use and began growing their
own plots next to their houses for personal use. Often cannabis was used for medicinal and therapeutic
purposes: ‗usually, a preparation of tea, mixed with marijuana leaves is swallowed by the patient to
relieve rheumatism, ‗female troubles‘, colic and other common complaints such as toothaches in which
marijuana is packed around the aching tooth.‘
Near the beginning of the 20th century, the ‗ganja complex‘ had fully developed. ...
www.cannabis.net …Grifos was a name given to cannabis in the Caribbean and derives from the Spanish
grifos, meaning 'crinkly', which some have seen as a description of the female plant's flower heads. The
word found its way into America by its use among Puerto Ricans. In 1920s Harlem it became anglicised
as 'reefers' but also continued to be known as 'griffs' or 'griff'. There are innumerable vernacular and slang
names for cannabis. Among the most common are weed, blow, gear, grass, draw, smoke, shit and herb.

Other terms have a more restricted use, as is the case with the name 'lamb's bread' used by Rastafarians,
for whom it is a sacred psychoactive plant or entheogen. A number of medical uses for cannabis have
made the whole debate about its legalisation a major issue. Cannabis is known to have real value not only
in pain relief but also as a preventative medicine.
http://www.moravek.net/ovisnosti/hemp/history.html ...The recreational use of Cannabis was virtually
unheard of in Britain until the1950s when migrants from the Caribbean brought with them "Ganja." Its
use became popular amongst white jazz musicians playing in clubs in Soho, London. Indeed the first
‗drugs bust‘ was at the ‗Number 11 Club‘ – Soho, in 1952.
Oddly enough, it was after the 1961 UN Single Convention on Drugs, that the recreational use of
Cannabis became widespread. It became an integral part of the newly-emerging Hippy lifestyle. By the
1970s, its use had spread into all walks of life. Today, Cannabis is no longer restricted to any one section
of the community, with policeman, judges - and allegedly MPs and royalty - using this, the most favourite
of illegal drugs.
www.parl.gc.ca/37/1/parlbus/commbus …Jamaica... Cannabis did not take root in Jamaica until the midnineteenth century when East Indian indentured labourers were brought over by the British to work in
Jamaica. Eventually, their knowledge of the cannabis plant and methods of smoking cannabis, or ‗ganja‘,
diffused to the black working class.
While cannabis is presently officially illegal in Jamaica, ‗cannabis is integrated with many dimensions of
Jamaican culture and is governed by social rules that guide its use and inhibit abuse.‘ For Jamaicans,
ganja is thought of not only as a recreational drug, but certain cross-cultural groups within Jamaica also
view it as an herb that has both religious and medicinal value. Anthropological studies have shown that
the use of ganja in Jamaica is extraordinarily widespread...
Rastafarians ....The Rastafarian cult, unique to Jamaica, is a movement whose members believe that Haile
Selasssie, Emperor of Ethiopia, is the Black Messiah who appeared in the flesh for the redemption of all
Blacks exiled in the world of White oppressors. For Rastafarians, Ethiopia is the Promised Land where
Black people will be repatriated through a wholesale exodus from all Western countries where they have
been slaves.
The Rastafarian movement began to take shape around 1930-33. In 1940, Leonard Howell launched the
doctrine of the Rastafarian movement and recruited a large following (between 500-1600 people) to join
him in the hills of St. Catherine, overlooking Kingston where he would not be harassed by the police for
the radical principles of his doctrine. ...For a living, the people of the commune grew cash crops,
including the ganja herb. Many Rastafarians continue to be ganja farmers today.
.... There are a widespread number of views amongst Jamaican women regarding ganja smoking... In a
study carried out in Jamaica in 1980 of 30 ganja smoking pregnant women and 30 non-ganja smoking
pregnant women it was found that ganja smoking was indeed beneficial for both mother and baby.
Of significance in relation to cultural uses of cannabis, the study showed that rather than acting as a
recreational outlet, ganja smoking helped the pregnant women to deal with the difficulties of pregnancy in
a society where...families are often in financial difficulty and women must continue to perform hard
labour throughout their pregnancy.
For many women, ganja was seen as an option that provided a solution to problems during pregnancy
such as loss of appetite, nausea, and fatigue. Ganja helped to increase their appetites, control and prevent
the nausea of pregnancy, assist them to sleep, and give them the energy they needed to work. For women
who are responsible for the full support of their households and who need to accomplish work while not
feeling well, ganja smoking is an available and inexpensive solution to this problem. The women with
several pregnancies, in particular, reported that both social and private smoking alleviated the feelings of
depression and desperation attending motherhood in their impoverished communities.

Melanie Dreher illustrates in her study that ganja smoking not only has become a recreational activity for
many women who decide to breach lower-class social norms it also has a symbolic meaning attached to it
for many pregnant women in Jamaica.
Ganja became a predominant symbol in the Rastafarian movement and its use became a religious
sacrament. ...
They believe that ‗God who created all things made the herb for human use‘ and will cite Genesis 1:12 as
their proof text:
And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose
seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good.
Rastafarians also cite the following sections of the Bible as further proof that their use of cannabis is
legitimate:
. thou shalt eat the herb of the field. (Genesis 3:18)
. eat every herb of the land. (Exodus 10:12)
. Better is a dinner of herb where love is, than a stalled ox and hatred therewith. (Proverbs 15:17)
. He causeth the grass to grow for the cattle, and herb for the service of man. (Psalm 104:14)
From Wikipedia … Ancient Hebraic use …According to the Torah cannabis was an ingredient in the
Holy anointing oil mentioned in various sacred Hebrew texts. The herb of interest is most commonly
known as kaneh-bosem, is mentioned several times in the Hebrew Bible (See: Ki Tissa [Exodus 30:22-33]
a secret priesthood document, and in King Solomon's Garden in SOS chapter 7) as a bartering material,
incense, and an ingredient in Holy anointing oil used by the high priest on kings and prophets, priests and
other ministers of the temple.
The standard English version of the Septuagint (300 BCE) translates kaneh-bosem as calamus, and this
translation has been propagated unchanged to most later translations of the Torah (1500 BCE+).
However, the Greek word kalamos simply means 'reed, cane', just as kaneh does in Hebrew. The idea that
the Jews who translated their original texts into Greek in the 3rd century BC were referring specifically to
the plant acorous calamus is completely groundless, but is implied in almost all translations of the Bible
into English. Polish anthropologist Sula Benet published etymological arguments that the Aramaic word
for hemp can be read as kannabos and appears to be a cognate to the modern word 'cannabis', with the
root kan meaning reed or hemp and bosm meaning fragrant. Both cannabis and calamus are fragrant, reedlike plants containing psychotropic compounds. While Benet's conclusion regarding the psychoactive use
of cannabis is not at this time universally or generally accepted among most Jewish scholars, there is
agreement that cannabis is used in talmudic sources to refer to hemp fibers, as hemp was a vital
commodity before linen replaced it.
http://www.iahushua.com …How was the marijuana plant used during biblical times?
‗…the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits‘. (Rev 22:1-2) …Cannabis was used 12 ways: as
clothing, paper, cord, sails, fishnet, oil, sealant, incense, food, and in ceremony, relaxation and medicine.
"Cana" got its name from the same root word as ‗cannabis‘, indicating that hemp was grown there. Jesus'
first public miracle at age 30 was to turn water into wine (*with hemp extract). Refer to the story of the
wedding at Cana. John 2:1-10)…
The Three Wise Men who came to witness the birth of Christ are believed to be Zoroastrians, who
regarded hemp as a special gift of God.
What about marijuana today? …Hemp today has thousands of non-smoking uses. Modern technology has
devised many new uses for the helpful hemp plant - like biomass energy, fuel oil, construction materials,
plastic, and so on. It is used worldwide as medicine. It is among the best food crops on Earth, and is a
popular relaxant and a spiritual tool.
And people are being put in jail for it, in spite of many government reports showing marijuana is no
danger to society, if used responsibly. The Bible even predicted prohibition. ‗In the later times some shall

... speak lies in hypocrisy ... commanding to abstain from meats which God hath created to be received
with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth.’ (Paul: 1 Timothy 14)
He causeth the grass to grow for the cattle and herb for the service of man: that he may bring forth food
out of the earth; And wine that maketh glad the heart of man and oil to make his face to shineth. --Psalm
104:14-15
And the earth brought forth grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose
seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good. (Gen 1:12)
And God said, ‗Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth,
and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat.
And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to everything that creepeth upon the
earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for meat‘: and it was so…(Gen 1:29-31)
And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked,
and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed...
And when the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and
said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I. Exod 3:2, 4
And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and
of the Lamb. In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which
bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the
healing of the nations. …(Rev 22:1-2)
Although He lived among marijuana smokers, He said not to criticize their habits. … ‗ render therefore
unto Caesar the things which be Caesar's and unto God the things which be Gods‘ … (Luke 20 25)
As we have already seen, it was God, not government, who gave man the seed bearing herbs to use.
Nothing in either the Bible or the U.S. Constitution says we can imprison those who follow their
conscience and use marijuana in good faith.
http://www.iahushua.com/T-L-J/MariC.htm ...what is the word of God in relation to cannabis / hemp /
marijuana? … The hemp plant (scientific name: cannabis, nickname: marijuana) is one of the many useful
herbs "yielding seed after its kind" (Genesis 1:12) blessed on the third day of creation and presented to
people for use in conjunction with our free will.
God said, "Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth....to
you it will be for meat’. ... And God saw everything that he had made, and, behold, it was very good.
(Genesis 1:29-31)
The Lord said ...Afore harvest, when the bud is perfect …cut down the branches. (Isaiah 18:4-5)
http://www.holyhemp.org.../a bible study concerning a god-given plant marijuana …
Rather than rely on a single text and pretend to defend it as the one true Bible, two different, widely
available, and respected Bibles are used to show that the conclusions reached are not a fluke of some
spurious translation.
The selection of these versions is arbitrary. Any scholarly study/chain link Bible can be used to reach
exactly the same conclusions. These Bible translations were separated by 76 years of intense scholarly
research and produced by two independent groups. The two Bibles used for this study are:
The Authorized (King James) Version. Using The Scofield Reference Bible, Copyright 1900, 1917 by the
Oxford University Press.
The New American Standard Translation. Using the Ryrie Study Bible, Copyright 1976, 1978 by The
Moody Bible Institute of Chicago.
Old and New Testament verses are used to show continuity in God's treatment of marijuana. God's mind
has not changed.

Primary Old Testament verse is Genesis 1:29. This verse will show us God's intent for all seed-bearing
plants, which includes marijuana. Primary New Testament verses are 1 Timothy 4:1. These verses show
God's contempt and condemnation for those people who are opposed to marijuana in any way.
It is appropriate for us to review these verses in their entirety. For convenience they are reproduced here:
Genesis 1:29. …And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face
of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat.
1 Timothy 4:1. …4:1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in latter times some shall depart from the
faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;
http://www.holyhemp.org.../a bible study ...The Bible speaks for itself. It clearly says that God created
marijuana for our use and says terrible things about those who seek to command abstinence or advocate
abstaining from plants which God has created. Criminal sanctions command abstinence and are extreme
examples of advocating abstinence.
Let's step back for a moment and consider several reasonable questions as to whether or not these verses
apply to the current situation.
Does Genesis 1:29 apply?
Yes. It reveals God's will for all seed-bearing plants. Marijuana is a seed-bearing plant. This is so
important that God put it in the very first chapter of the very first book of the Bible.
Does 1Timothy 4:1-4 apply?
Yes. 1 Tim 4:1 Tells us that these verses are a prediction of future events that will happen in later times.
Since 1 Timothy was written about two thousand years ago we are certainly living at a later time. (It is
beyond the focus of this study, but many Bible students consider this to also be an end times prophecy. If
this is so, it may mean that false teachers are running out of time to repent.) The linkage of these Old and
New Testament passages is not out of context.
Food - a word in Gen1:29 worthy of amplification.
Biblically marijuana is a seed-bearing plant. Botanically marijuana is a herbaceous annual plant.
Botanically and scripturally marijuana is an herb and food. It is one of the finest of foods. Of all the plants
in the world the seed of marijuana is second in protein only to soy beans. Marijuana seeds are the only
food that provides essential amino acids and essential fatty acids in the ratio that is optimal for the human
body. Humans can and have survived in robust health by eating marijuana seeds. The oil that is pressed
from the seed has more polyunsaturated essential fatty acids than any other known oil.
Due to the current ungodly prohibition, eating marijuana is not economical, it is prohibitively expensive.
If it could be legally grown in a garden, and it is easily grown in the poorest of soils, this God-given food
and medicine would be readily available and inexpensive. Any hungry or sick and suffering person that
could benefit from it would benefit from it without paying either the exorbitant prices caused by its
illegality or caused by pharmaceutical company profits. Pharmaceutical companies have not been able to
reproduce the divinely complex chemistry of this holy herb. Drug companies ask astronomical prices for a
largely ineffective artificial substitute. Jesus said, ‗You cannot serve God and mammon‘, (Mat 6:24).
Mammon is money. The mammon in marijuana prohibition is greed and profit.
Notice, the only condition placed on the use of this God-given plant is that it be received with gratitude…
If you would like to see grateful people, you will find them wherever marijuana has reduced pain, cured
blindness, whose tumors have disappeared, whose depression is vanquished, or have just gathered in
happiness to share each other's loving company. Jesus said; ‗by this all men will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love one for another‘, (John 13:35). Jesus says it is okay to gather in large, loving
groups.
Contrary to the contention, ‗it does not say it is okay to consume it (marijuana) anywhere in scripture‘.
Again review 1Tim4:4. ‗For everything created by God is good and nothing is to be rejected.‘ This says it
is okay, it is good and is not to be rejected.

There are dozens, if not hundreds, of references from prestigious scientific and medical researchers that
prove this God given plant is good for you. Several marijuana cookbooks are in print. There is a
considerable amount of additional information on its nutritional value. …
It's time to finish this study with a parting thought. Jesus said: ‗You shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free‘, (John 8:32). It is the intent of this study to assist our walk along the path of truth
and freedom.

www.cannabisculture.com...Cannabis and the Christ: Jesus used Marijuana
…Either Jesus used marijuana or he was not the Christ. The very word ‗Christ‘, by the
implication of its linguistic origins and true meaning, gives us the most profound evidence that
Jesus did in fact use the same herb as his ancient Semitic ancestors, and which is still used by
people around the world for its enlightening and healing properties.
The Greek title ‗Christ‘ is the translation of the Hebrew word Messiah, which in English
becomes ‗The Anointed‘. The Messiah was recognized as such by his being anointed with the
holy anointing oil, the use of which was restricted to the instillation of Hebrew priests and kings.
If Jesus was not initiated in this fashion then he was not the Christ, and had no official claim to
the title.
The ancient recipe for this anointing oil, recorded in the Old Testament book of Exodus (30: 2223) included over nine pounds of flowering cannabis tops, Hebrew ‗kaneh-bosm‘…the ‗m‘ is a
pronounced plural, and the singular kaneh-bos sounds remarkably similar to the modern
cannabis. Although often mistranslated as ‗calamus‘ - the word has, been translated as ‗fragrantcane‘ in most modern bibles…(yet) specifically designates the fragrant flowering tops of
cannabis… extracted into a hind (about 6.5 litres)…along with olive oil, and a variety of other
herbs and spices. The ancient chosen ones were literally drenched in this potent cannabis holy
oil. ‗Whatever the full ingredients of the Christian unction may have been, they would certainly
have included the aromatic gums and spices of the traditional Israelite anointing oil: myrrh,
aromatic cane, cinnamon, and cassia‘. . . . Under certain enclosed conditions a mixture of these
substances rubbed on the skin could produce the kind of intoxicating belief in self-omniscience
referred to in the New Testament.
From the time of Moses until that of the later prophet Samuel, the holy anointing oil was used by
the shamanic Levite priesthood to receive the "revelations of the Lord". At the dawn of the age
of Kings, Samuel extended the use of the anointing oil to the Hebraic monarchs by anointing
Saul (and later David) as ‗Messiah-king‘. These kings lead their people with the benefit of
insights achieved through using the holy anointing oil to become ‗possessed with the spirit of the
Lord‘.
After the fall of the Jewish kingdoms, and the bloody purges following the forged discovery of
the Book of the Law (1 Kings 23), the cannabis-holy-oil was prohibited as associated with pagan
worship. Yet it seems that certain sects retained the topical entheogen, and continued to practice
the older religion, silently awaiting the return of a Messiah-king in the line of David.
The ministry of Jesus marked the return of the Jewish Messiah-kings, and thus the re-emergence
of the holy oil. Jesus was called the Christ because he violated the Old Testament taboo on the
cannabis oil and distributed it freely for initiation rites and to heal the sick and wounded.
Although there is some evidence of Jesus' use of this Judaic cannabis oil in the traditional New
Testament, we get a clearer picture of its importance when we also look at surviving Gnostic
documents.

In a sense, the rediscovery of the Nag Hamadi Library marks the resurrection of a more historical
Jesus, an ecstatic rebel sage who preached enlightenment through rituals involving magical
plants, and who is more analogous to the Indian Shiva…than the pious ascetic that has come
down to us through the Bible's New Testament.
He received this title through his initiation by John the Baptist, and so it is not surprising that
both Mark and John are conspicuously absent of the virgin-birth mythology, and begin their
stories of Jesus' short career with his initiation by John.
Although their version of Jesus' baptism by John describes it as involving submersion under
water, the term ‗baptism‘ has connotations of ‗initiation‘, and Gnostic scriptures indicate that the
original rite was performed in conjunction with the kaneh-bosm anointing rite, ‗the anointing
taking place either before or after the baptismal ceremony‘. Some Gnostic texts also specifically
state that Jesus received the title Christ ‗because of the anointing‘ …not because of a water
baptism. Conceivably, the washing off of the oil with water would have been a means to begin
the termination of ritual and the oil's effects.
The description of the after-effects of the rite clearly indicates that Jesus underwent an intense
psychological experience, more than one would recieve from a simple submersion in water.
The reference to a dove may have connotations of the Goddess tradition, which was continued by
the Gnostics, who paid special attention to Sophia, Goddess of Wisdom. In earlier times the dove
was sacred to Astarts, Aphrodite, Ishtar and other forms of the Goddess. "Gnostic Christians said
Sophia was incarnate in the dove. . . that descended on Jesus at his baptism to impregnate his
mind."
Unlike the shamanistic priests and kings of earlier generations, Jesus did not follow the strict Old
Testament taboos that limited the holy cannabis oils use to Yahweh's chosen few (Exodus
30:33), but broke tradition and began to liberally use it in both healing and initiation rites.
Through this open distribution the singular Christ, ‗the Anointed‘, was extended to become the
plural term ‗Christ-ians‘, that is, those who had been smeared or anointed. ‗By rubbing on this
divine unction...obtained from certain special herbs or plants, they believed they were donning
the panoply of God‘.
As the New Testament's John explains: ‗…you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of
you know the truth …the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need
anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is
real, not counterfeit - just as it has taught you, remain in him’… (1 John 2: 27)
A similar claim was made about hashish by the medieval Sufi poet Fuzuli, who recorded in his
treatise Bhang and Wine, the story of Basra, a disciple who…felt that he had reached the ultimate
degree of perfection through the consumption of hashish, and that he was no longer in need of
further guidance. This story led to Fuzuli's proclamation that ‗hashish is the perfect being… for
the seeker of the mystical experience‘. In many ways the Sufi movement can be seen as the
phoenix which rose from the ashes of the earlier Gnostics.
‗The oil as a sign of the gift of the Spirit was quite natural within a Semetic framework, and
therefore the ceremony is probably very early. …In time, the biblical meaning became
obscured‘.
In the Gospel of Philip it is written that the initiates of the empty rite of Baptism: … ‗go down
into the water and come up without having received anything. …The anointing (chrisma) is
superior to baptism. For, from the anointing we were called 'anointed ones' (Christians), not

because of the baptism. And Christ also was [so] named because of the anointing, for the Father
anointed the son, and the son anointed the apostles, and the apostles anointed us. [Therefore] he
who has been anointed has the All. He has the resurrection, the light…the Holy Spirit. [If] one
receives this unction, this person is no longer a Christian but a Christ‘.
Similarly, the Gospel of Truth records that Jesus specifically came into their midst so that he: …
‗might anoint them with the ointment. The ointment is the mercy of the Father.. those whom he
has anointed are the ones who have become perfect‘.
The apocryphal book, The Acts of Thomas, refers to the ointment's entheogenic effects as being
specifically derived from a certain plant: …Holy oil, given us for sanctification, hidden mystery
in which the cross was shown us, you are the unfolder of the hidden parts. You are the humiliator
of stubborn deeds. You are the one who shows the hidden treasures. You are the plant of
kindness. Let your power come by this [unction].
In 130-200AD, the Catholic Church Father Irenaeus accused the Gnostics of initiating members
with ‗secret sacraments’. In his discussion of Gnostic texts which dealt with the anointing rite,
he stated that they were written in an archaic manner, ‗to baffle even more those who are being
initiated‘.
We can add to Ireneaus' comments that the Gnostics likely wrote in such a concealing fashion to
baffle their persecutors, like Ireneus, whom they feared would find out the source behind the
secret power of their anointing oil.
Such a hidden reference to other psychoactive plants can be seen in "the mystery of the five
trees", which were used by Jesus in complicated shamanistic initiation rituals. They are described
in what is possibly the oldest Christian text in existence, The Gospel of Thomas: … ‗...there are
five trees for you in Paradise... Whoever becomes acquainted with them will not experience
death.‘
In the Gnostic view, ‗not experiencing death‘ meant reaching a certain state of interior
purification or enlightenment, at which point the initiate would ‗rise from the dead‘ and ‗never
grew old and became immortal‘. That is to say, he rose from ignorance and blindness, gained
possession of the unbroken consciousness of his spiritual ego, and as such realized that he was a
part of a larger Cosmic whole, which continued on long after the disappearance of the material
body. Jesus referred to attaining this ‗higher‘ state of consciousness, as ‗entering the kingdom of
heaven‘.
The attainment of this Gnostic state can be compared to the goal of yoga, (which itself means
‗union‘), where the successful devotee obtains ‗a radical switch in consciousness obliterating the
sense of individuation‘.
As with the similar goal of yoga union, the ‗kingdom of heaven‘ state was not attained
instantaneously, but required years of vigorous training. Like certain older branches of yoga, a
variety of psychoactive plants were used as aids to facilitate the devotee in attaining this ‗higher‘
state.
At the turn of the present century Professor G.R.S. Mead summarized a German translation of a
surviving Gnostic text, the ‗Second Book of Ieou‘. The text describes Jesus bidding male and
female disciples to join him so that he can reveal to them the great mystery of the Treasure of
Light.
In order to accomplish this, the candidates have to be initiated by three Baptisms: The Baptism
of Water, the Baptism of Fire, and the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, ‗and thereafter the Mystery of
the Spiritual Chrism [anointing]‘.
Jesus tells his followers that the master-mysteries of the Treasure of Light are involved with the

mystery of the Five Trees, which may mean having knowledge of the magical plants that were
used in the ceremony… which consists of an elaborate incense-offering.
The ‗wonder‘ in the incense which so perplexed Mead, was presumably a reference to its
indescribable psychoactive effects. It's also likely that the other undefined "wonder" indicates the
magical properties of the different plants used in the ceremony.
It would seem to follow that the identity of the different plants, vines, and berries described in
the excerpts were identified to the participants as the Mystery of the Five Trees.
At this time we can only speculate what other plants were used in the ceremony. The account of
mandrake in Genesis 30: 14-16 and in Solomon's Song of Songs 7: 13, (which seems to indicate
its addition to the holy anointing oil), clearly document the long term interest the Hebrews had
with these seemingly magical plant angels.
Recipes for medieval witches' ‗flying ointments‘ contain cannabis, mandrake, belladonna and
other entheogens, and the out-of-body experiences attributed to the Gnostics have many parallels
with the Witches Sabat, as do aspects of their cosmology.
That the use and knowledge of such plants could have been passed down by certain ‗heretical‘
branches of the faith such as the Gnostics seems self evident. The addition of such a powerful
hallucinatory drug such as mandrake (or belladonna, which was also popular in the Middle East
at that time) would help to explain some of the extreme experiences related to the holy-anointing
and baptisms described in the Gnostic literature. …
The title Zorokothora is likely derived from Zoroaster, an ancient Persian prophet-shaman.
Centuries before the Christian age the Zoroastrian Magi were known for their use of bhanga
(cannabis), as well as a primordial entheogenic drink known as haoma or soma, now widely
identified as anamita muscaria, or fly agaric mushroom. The Zoroastrians had a great influence
on Jewish culture during the years of Persian rule. The concept of heaven and hell
(conspicuously absent from the Old Testament) is derived from Zoroastrianism. Jesus' apparent
knowledge of Zoroaster, and Zoroastrian sacraments, hints that perhaps amanita was identified
with the entheogenic ‗wonder’ filled ‗five trees‘ which Jesus used in his shamanistic initiation
ceremonies. One of the more significant and widespread Gnostic sects, the Manicheans, were
known to use anamita mushrooms, and worshipped Jesus right alongside Zoroaster. The
Manicheans survived into the twelfth century in parts of Europe and China, and performed
ceremonies similar to the one which Jesus is described as presiding over…
Cannabis is likely the most useful plant medicine in existence, and it has been used to treat a
wide variety of ailments throughout history. Few readers will not be aware of the international
fight taking place at this time, to get the sick and dying access to the amazing healing and
curative powers of the cannabis plant's leaves and flowers.
As such, it should not be surprising to find that there are numerous references to the early
Christians healing with the anointing oil, giving further indication that Jesus and his apostles had
begun to freely dispense the sacred kaneh-bosm anointing oil, which had previously been under a
strictly enforced prohibition, restricting its use to the Hebrew priests and kings.
‗Knowledge and healing were two aspects of the same life-force. If, to be rubbed with the 'Holy
Plant' was to receive divine knowledge, it was also to be cured of every sickness. James suggests
that anyone of the Christian community who was sick should call to the elders to anoint him with
oil in the name of Jesus The Twelve are sent out among their fellow-men casting out demons and
anointing the sick with oil (Mark 6:13)‘.

At the time of Christ, no differentiation was made between medical treatment and exorcism or
miracles, all three were interrelated. To cure someone of a disease or to relieve them of an injury
was paramount to exorcising the tormenting spirit, or miraculously healing them.
Thus it is not so surprising to find that the anointing oil expelled demons and gave protection
against them, correspondingly it cured and dispelled the ‗sickness‘ of the soul and body.
Exorcism (literally ‗driving out‘) was performed by means of anointing. The ancient magical
texts provide abundant evidence for this application of oil. ‘…And they cast out many devils, and
anointed with oil many that were sick, and healed them’. (Mark 6:13)
One of Jesus' most well known miracles is his healing of lepers, which appears in the first three
New Testament Gospels. The term translated as leprosy can actually refer to any number of skin
diseases, usually systemic infectious lesions or extreme allergic reactions.
Due to its topical anti-bacterial properties, cannabis has been used to treat a variety of skin
diseases such as pruritis, also known as atopic dermatitis, an inflammatory skin disorder. The
symptoms of pruritis are severe itching, "and patches of inflamed skin, especially on the hands,
face, neck legs, and genitals," a description that sounds startlingly similar to the skin disease
described in Leviticus 13, called tsara'ath. It is usually translated in the Old Testament as
leprosy, but has been noted by a number of scholars to be more likely a reference to a severe
form of pruritis rather than true leprosy (Hansen's disease).
In relation to Jesus' curing of the lepers (Matthew 8,10,11 Mark 1, Luke 5,7,17), we could have
an example of a disease expelled through the use of the cannabis ‗holy-oil‘. Besides the antibacterial properties of cannabis oil, cannabis has been said to be effective in treating sufferers of
Pruritis even when administered through smoking!
Evidence of cannabis ointment's topical healing abilities can also be seen in its use as a treatment
for the modern ‗sexual leprosy‘ of herpes. Sufferers of cold sores and genital herpes have
reported successful treatments by soaking cannabis leaves and flowers in rubbing alcohol and
then dabbing the greenish solution on the site of a potential herpetic sore outbreak. ‗They say it
prevents blistering and makes sores disappear in a day or two‘. Direct contact with THC killed
herpes virus in a 1990 research study at the University of South Florida.
A 1960 study in Czechoslovakia concluded that - ‗cannabidiociolic acid, a product of the unripe
hemp plant, has bacteriocidal properties‘. The Czech researchers ‗found that cannabis extracts
containing cannabidiolic acid produced impressive antibacterial effects on a number of microorganisms, including strains of staphylococcus that resist penicillin and other antibiotics‘. The
Czech researchers successfully treated a variety of conditions, including ear infections, with
cannabis lotions and ointments. Topical application of cannabis relieved pain and prevented
infection in second-degree burns….
The Gnostic Gospel of Philip makes direct reference to how the holy oil ‗healed the wounds‘,
and not surprisingly we find that cannabis was used in salves and ointments for burns and
wounds throughout the middle-ages. Cannabis resin was also used for other topical applications,
especially in relieving the pain of worn and crippled joints. ‗Cannabis is a topical analgesic.
Until 1937, virtually all corn plasters, muscle ointments, and [cystic] fibrosis poultices were
made from or with cannabis extracts‘.
A common and effective home remedy for rheumatism in South America was to heat cannabis in
water with alcohol and rub the solution into the affected areas. In the middle of the 19th century
Dr WB O'Shaughnessy claimed to have successfully treated rheumatism (along with other
maladies), with ‗doses of cannabis resin‘ given orally.

In the ancient world and up until medieval times, the disease now known as epilepsy was
commonly considered to be demonic possession, and its victims were outcasts from society.
Here again, we could have an explanation for events of demonic exorcism (as in Mark 5, Luke
8), and the demon's expulsion by the use of cannabis.
Dr. Lester Grinspoon and other medical marijuana advocates have offered testimonials from
modern epilepsy sufferers, who have noted the profound effects of natural marijuana in
controlling their seizures. Dr Grinspoon also points to the positive results of cannabis and
synthetic cannabidiol in the treatment of epilepsy obtained in a 1975 report, and again in a 1980
study which concluded ‗for some patients cannabidiol combined with standard antileptics may be
useful in controlling seizures‘. Whether cannabidiol alone, in large doses, would be helpful is not
known.
Other ailments of spasmodic muscular contractions such as Dystonias, which results in abnormal
movements and postures, have been beneficially treated with the administration of cannabis.
Another of the miracles attributed to Jesus was the healing of a woman from chronic
menstruation (Luke 8:43-48). Again we find that cannabis has been used for the treatment of
such ailments, as the US Dispensary of 1854 listed cannabis extract as a remedy for ‗uterine
hemorrhage‘, as well as other maladies. ‗The complaints to which it has been specifically
recommended are neuralgia, gout, tetanus, hydrophobia, epidemic cholera, convulsions, chorea,
hysteria, mental depression, insanity‘. (US Dispensatory of 1854).
Although far beyond the breadth or intent of this article to document, cannabis has also been
used successfully to treat glaucoma, arthritis, depression and mood disorders, migraines and
chronic pain.
In an earlier article the use of cannabis among the Jews prior to the Christian period was
documented, and a recent archeological dig in Bet Shemesh near Jerusalem has confirmed that
cannabis medicine was in use in the area up until the fourth century. Thus it would seem to stand
to reason that it was used for these purposes throughout the intervening Christian period.
In the case of the Bet Shemesh dig, the cannabis had been used as an aid in child bearing, both as
a healing balm and an inhalant. Scientists commenting on the find noted that cannabis was used
as a medicine as early as the 16th century BC, in Egypt.
This find garnered some attention, as can be seen from the Associated Press article, ‗Hashish
evidence is 1,600 years old‘, that appeared in Vancouver newspaper The Province, on June 2,
1992: Archaeologists have found hard evidence that hashish was used as a medicine 1,600 years
ago, the Israel Antiquities Authority said yesterday. Archaeologists uncovered organic remains
of a substance containing hashish, grasses and fruit on the abdominal area of a teenage female's
skeleton that dates back to the fourth century, the antiquities authority said in a statement.
Anthropologist Joel Zias said that although researchers knew hashish had been used as a
medicine, this is the first archeological evidence. (Associated Press 1992).
Jesus 'healed using cannabis'… Duncan Campbell in Los Angeles The Guardian, 6 January 2003
…Jesus was almost certainly a cannabis user and an early proponent of the medicinal properties
of the drug, according to a study of scriptural texts published this month. The study suggests that
Jesus and his disciples used the drug to carry out miraculous healings. The anointing oil used by
Jesus and his disciples contained an ingredient called kaneh-bosem which has since been
identified as cannabis extract, according to an article by Chris Bennett in the drugs magazine,
High Times, entitled Was Jesus a Stoner? The incense used by Jesus in ceremonies also

contained a cannabis extract, suggests Mr. Bennett, who quotes scholars to back his claims.
‗There can be little doubt about a role for cannabis in Judaic religion‘. Carl Ruck, professor of
classical mythology at Boston University said.
Referring to the existence of cannabis in anointing oils used in ceremonies, he added: ‗Obviously
the easy availability and long-established tradition of cannabis in early Judaism would inevitably
have included it in the [Christian] mixtures‘.
Mr. Bennett suggests those anointed with the oils used by Jesus were ‗literally drenched in this
potent mixture‘. Although most modern people choose to smoke or eat cannabis, when its active
ingredients are transferred into an oil-based carrier, it can also be absorbed through the skin.
Quoting the New Testament, Mr. Bennett argues that Jesus anointed his disciples with the oil and
encouraged them to do the same with other followers. This could have been responsible for
healing eye and skin diseases referred to in the Gospels. ‗If cannabis was one of the main
ingredients of the ancient anointing oil - and receiving this oil is what made Jesus the Christ and
his followers Christians, then persecuting those who use cannabis could be considered antiChrist,‘ Mr. Bennett concludes.
(Jesus Lived in India….Holger Kersten. Element Books. Grt. Britain… 1994… The Gospels tell of one
thing that happened just before Jesus is described as ‗dying‘ on the cross: ‗Now there was set a vessel full
of vinegar, and they filled a spunge… and put it upon hyssop (a plant …stem – Hyssos – a short spear))
and put it to his mouth. When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he
bowed his head, and gave up the ghost‘ (John 19:29-30).
How did Jesus (apparently) come to die, immediately after he had taken the bitter drink? Was it really
vinegar he was given?
It was fully in-line with Jewish custom to offer a person sentenced to death [not necessarily crucifixion]
wine spiced with myrrh or incense in order to alleviate the pain with its slight narcotic effect. A passage
in the Talmud states, ‗The one on his way to execution was given a piece of incense in a cup of wine, to
help him fall asleep‘ (sanh.43a)…*(maybe hashish)
It is a soldier who offers Jesus the sponge, according to the Synoptic authors, so that it is more than
merely possible… 183… that it was Longinus who raised the sponge to the lips of Jesus on his spear.
…The drink… had been brought to the site of the crucifixion for the very purpose. It was part of the
preparation that Joseph, Nicodemus and the Centurion had made in order to carry out their plan.
What the bitter liquid actually was can only be guessed at. In those days there was a wide assortment of
analgesic and narcotic substances available: the healing art of the period was excellent…
Perhaps the drink was a bitter wine to which a measured quantity of opium had been added. The
exceptional anesthetic and sedative power of opium was well known to the Jews even in pre-Christian
times….
The narcotic effect of opium is so strong that it can lead to a state of complete torpor, wherein a person
has no external sensation whatever…(its most active constituent – morphine)…is a powerful sedative and
narcotic, which can depress respiration. The second alkaloid in opium, papaverine…is an excellent
muscle relaxant.
…The dose was designed to make him lose consciousness in a short time and so be able to hang limply
‗dead‘ on the cross. The appearance of sudden death, was enhanced by the fact that opium reduces and
sharply slows the heartbeat, it depresses breathing to an extraordinary degree, …yet administered in the
correct dosage, as known to the experienced Essene - Therepeuts, it constituted no real danger… on the
contrary, it was actually beneficial…
On the other hand, perhaps the supposed drink of vinegar, instead contained the active ingredients of the
sacred drink of the Indians and Persians, Soma and Haoma (respectively)….
Soma, the sacred drink of India, enabled an adept to enter a deathless state for several days, and to
awaken afterwards in an elated state, that lasted a few more days. In this state of ecstasy, a ‗higher

consciousness‘ spoke through the adept, and he had visionary powers. In addition to Asclepias acida
(milkweed), the Soma…contained Indian Hemp (Cannabis Indica) - tradition has it that it featured in the
drink of Zarathustra….
…185. In every case, the ‗death‘ involved, is actually a state resembling coma, in which all life signs,
such as respiration, heartbeat and pulse, are no longer noticeable.
Had Jesus actually been close to suffocation on the cross – and it was suffocation that virtually all
forensic experts assume was the cause of death [from crucifixion] – the loud cry before he ‗died‘, as
specifically mentioned by the three Synoptic evangelists, would have been quite impossible. A choking,
breathless person could hardly have managed to gasp but a whisper. But Jesus cried out.
And John relates that, ‗When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he
bowed his head, and gave up the ghost‘ (19:30). Jesus was able to say these words once he had taken the
drink and felt its narcotic effect increasing. He was able to say them because he was close, not to death,
but to a deep, induced state of stillness.
http://www.iamshaman.com/amanita/jesus.htm ...Amanita muscaria and Cannabis Sativa - Keys to
Christianity? …by Jason Fitzgerald …Adapted from an e-mail to the Global Ideas Bank.
Editorial comment: We hold no brief for marijuana - indeed there are credible research reports which
state, for instance, that it can trigger schizophrenia in susceptible individuals. But the following article is
an interesting restatement of the claim that Christianity has emerged from an ancient mushroom cult.
Christianity is a mature enough religion not to take offence at this exuberant anthropological excursion
into its possible prehistory.
The Rig-Veda, one of humanity's oldest scriptures, contains over 1,000 poems extolling the merit and
virtues of 'King Soma', who is portrayed as a lightning-born, mountain-residing deity and a urine-tinged
elixir of health and strength, as well as being praised as the direct means of communion with the Divine
and as the supreme poetic & musical inspiration.
R. Gordon Wasson's Soma: Divine Mushroom of Immortality 1969) identifies Soma as a mixture of
amanita muscaria, a mushroom found under conifer trees having a blood-red cap spotted with white
thorn-like crusts, and the resinous flowers of cannabis sativa, commonly known as 'marijuana'. Ingestion
of the amanita muscaria can revive the deathly ill and enables people to perform unusual feats of strength.
The Gnostics used the mushroom to access 'gnosis' or 'sacred knowledge' and become privy to seeing the
'Kingdom at hand.'
The experience can also result in a very deep sleep, giving the appearance that the partaker has died, only
to be 'resurrected' as the effect wears off. The decaying mushroom smells like rotting flesh thus attracting
flies, hence another term for the mushroom, 'fly agaric'. Flies seem to die on contact with the mushroom,
but if observed for a period of about 12 hours, however, the insects experience 'resurrection' and fly away.
…Jesus, the offspring of the Blessed Virgin, performs healings astonishingly similar to the confirmed
medicinal effects of THC. Healings of Jesus Diseases THC treats… Blindness / Glaucoma …Deafness /
Tinnitus …Lameness / Arthritis …Sickness / Nausea; Cramps; Migraine …'Leprosy' / Skin Lesions
…'Demon-Possession' / Epilepsy; Multiple Sclerosis …
Not only does cannabis heal people, it also restores topsoil to poor land such as the Jews were relegated
to. Mark 4:3-8, the Parable of the Sower, is a premier hemp reference since (a) hemp seed is the favored
food of most species of bird; (b) hemp grows very quickly (having four seasons per year in climates as
diverse as Siberia & Jamaica); and (c) hemp, unlike wheat and other crops, replicates itself 30-, 60- and
100-fold, as any good 'weed' should.
Cannabis was the basis of pre-industrial civilization, providing Earth's most nutritious food for humans &
animals (hemp seed), rope and canvas for tents & clothing ('canvas' being derived from the word
'cannabis'), fuel for heating & cooking (seed oil), the means of fishing & sea travel (sails, rope for rigging
and nets, sealant for boats) and wood oil & varnish (aged seed oil), part of the occupational means of a
carpenter, which Mary's husband, Joseph, is portrayed as being.

http://www.jesus-is-savior.com/Bible/calamus.htm... compiled by David J. Stewart…
Which is correct: Calamus or Cannabis? …Exodus 30:22-25 states...
Moreover The Lord spake unto Moses, saying, ‗Take thou also unto thee principal spices, of pure myrrh
five hundred shekels, and of sweet cinnamon half so much, even two hundred and fifty shekels, and of
sweet calamus two hundred and fifty shekels, And of cassia five hundred shekels, after the shekel of the
sanctuary, and of oil olive an hind: And thou shalt make it an oil of holy ointment, an ointment compound
after the art of the apothecary: it shall be an holy anointing oil‘.
As plainly described, the Bible refers to ‗calamus‘ as a mere ingredient in the holy anointing oil, used
only for anointing articles of the tabernacle and the priests. Holy oil was not to be used for anything, or
anyone, else -- anyone who did was cut off from Israel.
Cannabis linked to Biblical healing …The medical use of cannabis during that time is supported by
archaeological records…Chris Bennet…
Jesus Christ and his apostles may have used a cannabis-based anointing oil to help cure people with
crippling diseases, it has been claimed. Researchers in the United States say the oil used in the early days
of the Christian church contained a cannabis extract called kaneh-bosem. They suggest the extract, which
is absorbed into the body when placed on the skin, could have helped cure people with a variety of
physical and mental problems.
The author of the article, published in the US drugs magazine High Times, says his findings are based on
a study of scriptural texts. He said the ancient anointing oil contained high levels of cannabis extract.
"The holy anointing oil, as described in the original Hebrew version of the recipe in Exodus, contained
over six pounds of keneh-bosum - a substance identified by respected etymology, linguists
anthropologists, botanists and other researchers as cannabis extracted into about six quarts of olive oil
along with a variety of other fragrant herbs.
‗The ancient anointed ones were literally drenched in this potent mixture. … If cannabis was one of the
main ingredients of the ancient Christian anointing oil, as history indicates, and receiving this oil is what
made Jesus the Christ and his followers Christians, then persecuting those who use cannabis could be
considered anti-Christ‘. However, Christian groups in the United States have rejected Mr Bennett's
claims. They have insisted that the arguments made in the article are lame. In a response to the article
published on JesusJournal.com, critics said: ‗As many of us know firsthand, Jesus often becomes the final
hope for the pharmacologically impaired‘.
http://www.holifestival.org/tradition-of-bhang.html The plant has an ancient relationship with
humankind, and has long been cultivated as a source of medicine (the buds), fiber (the stalks), and food
(the seeds). It has been found in neolithic Chinese archaeological sites, and is mentioned in the earliest
Chinese pharmacopoeias. In India it is associated with Shiva and has played an important role in religious
life as a sacred inebriant. www.facebook.com/topic...link...http://legalizecannabisinindia.tumblr.com/,
India's 1st web space dedicated to a cause so dear to the human spirit! Join the Revolution!Marijuana (in
all its abundant forms) has been prevalent since Man‘s creation and has been engraved in all cultures of
human settlements world over. Marijuana has been used as sacrifice, a sacrament, a ritual fumigant
(incense), a good-will offering, and as a means of communing with the divine spirit. It has been used to
seal treaties, friendships, solemn binding agreements and to legitimize covenants. It has been used as a
traditional defense against evil and in purification. It has been used in divinations (1. the art or practice
that seeks to foresee or foretell future events or discover hidden knowledge; 2. unusual insight; intuitive
perception.) It has been used in remembrance of the dead and praised for its medicinal properties.
Practically every major religion and culture of the ancient world utilized marijuana as part of their
religious observance. Marijuana was the ambrosia of the ancient world. It was the food, drink, and
perfume of the gods. It was used by the Indians, Africans, the Egyptians, the Assyrians, the Asians, the
Europeans and the Native Americans (post Colonial rule).

2 Medical
―I think people need to be educated to the fact that marijuana is not a drug. Marijuana is a herb and a
flower. God put it here. If He put it here and He wants it to grow, what gives the government the right to
say that God is wrong?‖ - Willie Nelson
http://www.holifestival.org/tradition-of-bhang.html …Cannabis Rank: of closely related species, often
hybridized. Cannabis is dioecious, i.e. individual plants are either male or female. The female plant is the
more potent, especially when un-pollinated (hence sinsemilla = without seed).
http://www.herbs2000.com/herbs/herbs_marijuana.htm
Botanical Suffix: Linnaeus - Habitat: Native to Central Asia, now found worldwide. - Isolated
Chemicals: THC Concentration varies greatly by strain. …
Marijuana, Cannabis sativa, - common names: Bhang, Canabis, Ganja, Grass, Hashish, Hemp, Huo Ma
Ren, Marijuana, Mary Jane, Pot, Reefer… and others …a list too long to reproduce.
http://www.walnet.org/rosebud/ancienthistory.html ...Cannabis is known to have been used in the culture
of Central Europe (about 7,000 years ago). ...The Aryans (Indo-Persians) ... worshipped the spirits of
plants and animals, and marijuana played an active role in their rituals. …With the strong influence of
philosophic and moralistic religions, use of marijuana all but disappeared. But in India, the Aryan religion
grew through oral tradition, and it was recorded in the four Vedas. ... In that tradition, marijuana was
sacred, and the bhangas spirit was appealed to for ‗freedom of distress‘ and as a ‗reliever of anxiety‘
(from the Atharva Veda). A gift from the gods, according to Indian mythology, the magical Cannabis
‗lowered fevers, fostered sleep, relieved dysentery, and cured sundry other ills; it also stimulated appetite,
prolonged life, quickened the mind, and improved judgment‘.
http://www.holifestival.org/tradition-of-bhang.html ... People also strongly believe in the medicinal
properties of the hemp plant. If taken in proper quantity bhang cures fever, dysentery and sunstroke. It
helps to clear phlegm, quicken digestion, sharpen appetite, cure speech imperfections and lisping.
Besides, it freshens the intellect and gives alertness to the body and gaiety to the mind.
http://www.herbs2000.com/herbs …Medicine practitioners in early China carved the hemp stems into
decorative snake-like figures and believed that they acted as good luck charm and helped in getting rid of
devils or evil spirits which were considered to be the basis of all corporal ailments. The healing process of
these medicine men too was peculiar. They tried to cure all types of diseases by thumping the headboards
of the patients‘ beds with the flamboyant mysterious hemp stalks while narrating magic charms and
invocations to drive away the demons. In Japan, the Shinto priests also performed a comparable ritual by
using a small baton conjoined with hemp fibers that are not dyed. This was done with the belief that the
serenity of the white hemp stalks would be more effectual in getting rid of the evil spirits and hence the
diseases. While modern day science as well as progressive-thinking masses may reject these rituals as
mere superstitions, considering the origins of such ceremonies, there may still be reasons for some
observers to give such long-standing traditions a thought.
According to myth as well as history, Chinese emperor Shen-Nung, who ruled the Himalayan nation
around 2800 B.C. is said to have introduced different medicines to his people. His name is often
mentioned in myths as well as in historical references. According to a myth, emperor Shen-Nung
reportedly had a transparent abdomen and he deliberately consumed at least 70 special herbs and plants
daily. He practiced this to observe the consequences of these herbs and identify their different properties
and usefulness. This way, Shen-Nung is believed to have discovered hundreds of various kinds of
medicines for different ailments. His findings are recorded in the world‘s oldest manuscript on medicines

- ‗Pen Ts‘ao‘. For his unique efforts, people considered emperor Shen-Nung as sacred and till date the
Chinese consider him as the father of their traditional medicine.
Pen Ts‘ao says that ‗ma-fen’ or the flowers of the female marijuana plant comprise maximum amount of
yin (the principle of darkness, negativity, and femininity in Chinese philosophy that is the counterpart of
yang) force. According to the Chinese philosophy, yin is the accessible female trait and in their traditional
philosophy and medicine it is vigorously related to yang - the ingenious male constituent. In ancient
China, medicine men recommended the use of ma-fen to reinstate the loss of yin in people. For instance,
the herbal element is administered to women suffering from exhaustion during menstruation, to cure
rheumatism (firmness in joints and muscles), malaria, beri-beri (a degenerative disease of the nerves
caused by vitamin deficiency), constipation and even absent-mindedness or forgetfulness. However, it has
been warned in Pen Ts‘ao that consuming marijuana seeds in excess and over a long period may lead an
individual to see the demons. It also says that ingesting the Ma seeds for prolonged periods may also help
one to communicate with the spirits. Apart from telling his people about the different therapeutic uses of
the marijuana or Ma, the Chinese emperor Shen-Nung also offered advice and lessons on cultivating
hemp for clothing and other textile utilities. Incidentally, in many rural regions of China, people still
follow his training in cultivating the hemp.
Bizarrely enough, alchemists (early chemists who sought to transform base metals into gold and discover
a life-prolonging elixir) of the Tao era in the first century A.D. breathed in smokes of the burning hemp
seeds with a view to get visions that were treasured as an approach to achieve immortality. In fact, in
ancient China people believed that marijuana was a better quality elixir (a substance which was once
thought to extend life indefinitely) that could refresh the mind as well as the body. Conventional Chinese
medical practitioners have used Ma or marijuana pragmatically to cure different kinds of ailments. In the
second century A.D., a famous Chinese surgeon called Hua T'o undertook difficult operations using mayo, an anesthetic prepared by blending marijuana resin and wine. It has been stated that when application
of acupuncture and medications failed to cure certain problems, Ho performed complicated surgeries like
amputation and even organ grafting fastened with sutures (a thread or wire used to close a wound or
connect tissues). It is reported that the use of ma-yo as an anesthesia made even such crucial and difficult
operations painless for the patients. In the 10th century A.D., a group of Chinese medical practitioners
found that ma-yo proved to be effectual in healing diseases and injuries. On the other hand, physicians
used Ma to absolve the blood of impurities and bring down temperatures during fevers. Medicines
prepared from the herb were also said to be effective in healing rheumatism and for trouble-free
childbirths.
http://www.herbs2000.com/herbs ...Another Greek historian Plutarch wrote that the Thracians followed a
custom of throwing the apex of the kannabis plants into fire in order to get intoxicated by the smoke
billowing out of the flames. Incidentally, this custom was unknown to the Greeks, who loved wine a lot.
A piece of Greek literature from approximately 400 B.C. gives some hint about the usefulness of kannabis
as a remedy for backache and this, incidentally, is the only known reference of medical use of the herb in
ancient Greece. On the other hand, the Hebrew as well as the Arabic medical practitioners were aware of
the different therapeutic advantages of kannabis during the same period and used it to cure various
disorders. ...Incidentally, in 70 A.D. a Greek medical practitioner called Dioscorides utilized the
opportunity of the victory over the Roman masses by pulling together valuable information on different
medicinal plants. In his book titled ‗Materia Medica‘, Dioscorides poured out his experiences during his
journeys with the Roman army and has described various herbs and their usefulness in healing different
diseases. In all, Dioscorides has recorded 600 different medicinal plants and provided detailed
descriptions, local names, normal habitations as well as their uses in treating different symptoms or
ailments. Cannabis sativa L. that has been derived from the Greek work kannabis also finds mention
among the 600 different varieties of herbs listed by Dioscorides. In his book, the physician wrote that the
herb was valuable for rope manufacture as well as generation of seeds whose juicy extract was effectual
in healing earaches as well as withdrawing sexual urge. ‗Materia Medica‘ written by Dioscorides proved
to be a huge success and was translated into several languages around the globe. Most importantly, the

book remained an important medical manual and essential reference text of the Western medical world
for over 1500 years.
www.parl.gc.ca/37/1/parlbus/commbus ...When the process of extraction was developed... (Chinese)
use of the oil (resin) from the cannabis seed ... applied ... to their medicinal practices. ...Evidence of the
medicinal use of cannabis (in China) is... attributed to the Emperor Shen-nung. Since Chinese medicine
has its origins in magic, the book provides records of the Chinese using marijuana both in their medicinal
and ritual practices. It was used in cases involving menstrual fatigue, gout, rheumatism, malaria,
constipation, and absentmindedness, and to anaesthetize patients during surgical operations. Other
historical therapeutic uses of cannabis that are also emphasized in folk medicine throughout modern Asia.
For example, in Thailand, cannabis is frequently used to stimulate the appetite of sick people and make
them sleep, its use to counteract diarrhoea and dysentery is equally common.
Some Chinese denounced marijuana as the ‗liberator of sin‘. This may have been due to the growing
Chinese religion of Taoism in which, anything that contains yin, such as marijuana, was regarded with
contempt since it enfeebled the body when eaten. Only substances filled with yang, the invigorating
principle in nature, were looked upon favourably. However a late edition of the Pen Ts’ao asserted that
while ‘ma-fen (the fruits of cannabis) taken in excess will produce hallucinations ...if it is taken over a
long term, it makes one communicate with spirits and lightens one‘s body. By the first century A.D.,
Taoists were using cannabis seeds in their incense burners to provide hallucinations that they valued as a
means to achieving immortality.
However, by the 8th century A.D. cannabis had fallen into the background as a hallucinogen and opium
took on much greater significance as a hallucinogen in Chinese culture. This non-adoption of cannabis as
a hallucinogen can be explained on a cultural basis.
Opium is an Euphorica, a sedative of mental activity. Cannabis, on the other hand, is a Phantastica, a
hallucinogenic drug that causes mental exhilaration and nervous excitation. It distorts the sense of time
and space. Overuse may cause rapid movements... these effects were duly noted by Chinese physicians at
least from the second century A.D. or earlier. They were in every respect inconsistent with the
philosophy and traditions of Chinese life. The discontinuation of the use of cannabis by the Chinese can
perhaps simply be referred to its unsuitability to the Chinese temperament and traditions. The conformity
of an individual in Chinese society is regulated by a culturally instilled sense of shame. The Confucian
personality is a shame-oriented personality. The adoption of opium and the non-adoption of cannabis
reflect a behavioural response to traditional Chinese society. The opium user was more likely to remain
pacific and sedated, and thus not challenge social norms. Cannabis, with its stimulating of erratic effects,
was likely to induce acts that might bring shame upon the user or his family.
Thus, while the psychoactive properties of cannabis have been cited as used by the Chinese, the value of
cannabis in China was primarily as a fibre source.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medical_cannabis... Medical cannabis
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia …Medical cannabis (also referred to as medical marijuana) is the
use of cannabis and its constituent cannabinoids such as THC as a physician-recommended form of
medicine or herbal therapy. The Cannabis plant from which the cannabis drug is derived has a long
history of medicinal use, with evidence dating back to 2,737 BC.
Although the extent of the medicinal value of cannabis has been disputed, and despite the opposition to
research and use put forward by most national governments, it does have several well-documented
beneficial effects. Among these are: the amelioration of nausea and vomiting, stimulation of hunger in
chemotherapy and AIDS patients, lowered intraocular eye pressure (shown to be effective for treating
glaucoma), as well as gastrointestinal illness. Its effectiveness as an analgesic has been suggested (and
disputed), as well.
There are several methods for administration of dosage, including vaporizing or smoking dried buds,
drinking, or eating extracts, and taking capsules. The comparable efficacy of these methods was the
subject of an investigative study conducted by the National Institutes of Health.

Synthetic cannabinoids are available as prescription drugs in some countries. Examples include Marinol,
available in the United States and Canada, and Cesamet, available in Canada, Mexico, the United
Kingdom, and also in the United States.
While cannabis for recreational use is illegal in all parts of the world, though decriminalized in some, its
use as a medicine is legal in a number of territories, including Canada, Austria, Germany, the
Netherlands, Spain, Israel, Italy, Finland, and Portugal. In the United States, federal law outlaws all
cannabis use, while permission for medical cannabis varies among states. Distribution is usually done
within a framework defined by local laws. Medical cannabis remains a controversial issue worldwide.
http://www.herbs2000.com/herbs ...In the early days when the Europeans were setting up colonies in
America, cultivation of hemp for industrial use had become essential for world trade. Significantly,
though the government‘s authorization was required to cultivate hemp, both the Old and the New World
were still ignorant of the various medicinal benefits of the marijuana plant. It was only after the
Europeans explored India and discovered the advantages of Cannabis indica that the Western physicians
sat up and took note of it. When they learnt about the benefits of the cannabis remedies that were found in
the conventional Indian medicine, medical practitioners in Europe as well as in America acted swiftly.
Even the influence of the traditional medicinal values of Cannabis indica, as found in the conventional
Indian herbal medicine, was too strong on them to ignore the herb anymore.
The personal physician to Queen Victoria, Sir John Russell Reynolds asserted in 1890 that cannabis was
beneficial for curing dysmenorrhea or painful menstruation, migraine, neuralgia (an intermittent and often
severe pain in a part of the body along the path of a nerve, especially when there is no physical change in
the nerve itself), convulsions and even insomnia. Reynolds described cannabis as undoubtedly the most
useful medication to cure all painful problems or disorders. However, it is yet unknown whether Reynolds
or any other Western physician of the period knew about the medicinal benefits of ‗Ma‘ or marijuana as
was recorded by the naturalist Chinese emperor Shen-Nung over two thousand years before them.
It is interesting to note that more than 100 medical papers relating to the usefulness of cannabis for curing
loss of appetite, insomnia, migraine, headache, involuntary twitching, pain, excessive coughing and
withdrawal symptoms in conditions like opiate or alcohol addiction were published between 1840 and
1890. According to Sir William Osler, who is known as the ‗father of modern medicine‘, cannabis was
the best medicine to cure migraines. Osler wrote about this quality of cannabis in his dependable medical
manual published in 1915. Although hypodermic (using needles) injection of morphine as well as the use
of aspirin and other chemically prepared medicines had begun to replace the conventional herbal remedies
in America at that time, still there were at least 30 different medicines prepared from cannabis available
with the leading pharmaceutical firms in the country.
Presently, researchers and scientists are examining the usefulness of marijuana in curing ailments like
asthma and specific types of glaucoma (an eye disorder marked by unusually high pressure within the
eyeball that leads to damage of the optic disk). Researches are also being conducted to find if marijuana
can control and cure epileptic seizures and the nausea or vomiting tendency caused by the radiation
therapy as well as cancer chemotherapy. On the other hand, despite the fact that the use of marijuana as
an intoxicant or for recreation is socially widely accepted in many parts of Asia and Africa, such usage of
the plant has serious side-effects or downsides. While experts are still debating on the issue of the degree
to which marijuana can be physically as well as psychologically detrimental. …
...As far as medicinal treatment is concerned, marijuana has an incredibly long history dating back to
thousands of years and hence it should not be amazing to know that at some point or the other marijuana
has been recommended for curing almost all the prevalent diseases. It is beneficial as an analgesic as it
provides relief from pain with minimum or insignificant side effects. In fact, marijuana is especially
beneficial for cancer and AIDS patients who are enduring chemotherapy. Significantly enough, marijuana
can also diminish neurological over-activity as well as muscle contraction and hence it is very useful for
people suffering from multiple sclerosis (hardening and thickening of body tissue as a result of
unwarranted growth or degeneration of nerve fibers), cerebral palsy and other muscular disorders.

By lowering the blood pressure, marijuana provides effectual cure for glaucoma. Normally, glaucoma is a
condition where the pressure inside the eyeball is unusually high and is also hypertensive affecting the
eye disc. Marijuana is also an effectual remedy in curing asthma, menstrual pains, pain associated with
childbirth and arthritis as well as rheumatism. It may also be effective in treating depressions as the herb
has anti-depressant properties. At the same time, marijuana encourages as well as stimulates sleep helping
patients suffering from insomnia. Even the seeds of the marijuana plant are medicinally useful and
according to the Chinese medicine, they have strong and effective laxative qualities and are used to
provide relief to the elderly people from constipation.
Other medical uses… Recent researches carried out on marijuana have revealed multifaceted medicinal
advantages of this important plant. It has been found to be an effectual analgesic (a pain killer), sedative
(a tranquilizer) as well as a substance that helps in combating inflammation. Presently, researchers are
focusing their attention on the properties and remedial uses of THC - a constituent of marijuana.
However, it has been found that the various ingredients found in marijuana have noteworthy and wider
assortment of medical applications.
Marijuana contains over 60 different types of cannabinoids, including THC (delta 9 tetrahydrocannabinol). Marijuana also contains flavonoids, volatile oil, and alkaloids. It is the only plant
to contain THC, one of the main psychoactive constituents.
http://www.ukcia.org/medical/medicinaluseofmarijuana ... Addictive potential: In regard to physical
dependence from chronic use, marijuana has relatively minor, if any, withdrawal symptoms. Tolerance to
natural marijuana develops slowly, if at all. The effects of marijuana are generally more subtle than those
of other substances of abuse, such as crack cocaine: often it is considered not strong enough by many
addicts and rarely is their drug of choice.
Knowledge of addiction provides the nurse with the understanding that it is not the drug that makes the
addict, but rather the negative relationship a person has with a particular drug or drugs. People can
become addicted to marijuana just as they can to any other psychoactive drug. Treatment for their
addiction should be available to these people. However, the fact remains that marijuana, like many other
psychoactive drugs, does have medical value: the fact that some people may have an addiction problem
should not prevent others from benefiting from its therapeutic potential. Studies have found opioids to be
effective pain management agents, with an addiction rate of less that 1% in hospitalized patients treated
for their pain, (McCaffery & Vourakis, 1992).
http://www.siu.edu/~ebl/ … By Ernest G. Walker, Jr. …Medical uses that are being studied for the future
include treatment of anxiety, loss of appetite, insomnia, severe fever, pain, epilepsy, migraine headaches,
high blood pressure, glaucoma and secondary symptoms of the common cold and flu. Physicians also
have prescribed marihuana cigarettes to cancer patients receiving chemotherapy. Patients report the
cigarettes seem to control vomiting. They also have been prescribed in terminal situations to control
severe pain. The chemical property of Cannabis that is responsible for this control of pain is THC. When
pure THC was tested to see if it blocked pain sequences, it showed effects that were as potent as codeine
and morphine (Burstein, 1988). As previously mentioned, marihuana cigarettes are also used in the
treatment of glaucoma. Glaucoma is increased intraocular pressure which results in changes upon the
optic disk and eventually can cause blindness. Marihuana cigarettes are sometimes used to relieve this
pressure, and have proved to be very effective in some cases.
www.cannabis.net... Hemp also had a number of uses in early medicine, being used to treat gout, worms,
tumours and inflammation. Nor were its psychoactive properties forgotten. Bulleyn warns that it can
bring madness and it was a seventeenth-century belief that apothecaries and others that traded in
cannabis often became epileptics, an effect attributed to the seeds. Although the seeds of cannabis are the
last part of the plant that we would associate with psychoactive effects, this was a widespread idea in past
centuries. William Turner (c. 1508-c. 1568) quotes an earlier author called Simeon Sethy (or Sethi) who
wrote that: 'hemp sede if it be taken out of mesure taketh mens wittes from them. ‗Turner himself says it

is the powder of the dried leaves that makes men ‗drunk‘. William Salmon, writing in 1693, says that
cannabis seeds, leaves, juice, essence and decoctions were readily available in druggists' shops at the
time, thus showing that cannabis was a widely used medicine.
http://www.herbs2000.com/herbs ...It would be noteworthy that while hemp was the most important
industrial crop, during the same period the European physicians‘ knowledge about the medicinal benefits
of cannabis was only restricted to the references made by Dioscorides in his prized text ‗Materia Medica‘
and some folk references that were handed over from the medieval period.
Medical science developed in the Western civilization as the Dark Ages gave into the Renaissance period.
It was then that the scientists and physicians of the Western civilization discovered several crucial facts
regarding the herbal medicines, including the various noteworthy therapeutic values of the marijuana. In
his book titled ‗The Anatomy of Melancholy‘ published in 1621, Robert Burton recommended that
cannabis may be useful in curing depression. Several years later, in 1682, The New London Dispensatory
wrote in a few words the usefulness of cannabis seeds in healing coughs and jaundice and much later, in
1764, The New English Dispensatory suggested that poultices prepared by boiling hemp roots was helpful
in healing irritations and swellings. Yet again in 1794, the Edinburgh New Dispensary wrote about the
growing perception of the therapeutic advantages of the cannabis herb. The report suggested that cannabis
was effectual in curing coughs, venereal or sexually transmitted diseases and urinary incontinence. In his
book titled ‗Complete Herbal‘ published by Nicholas Culpepper in 1814, the writer took care to list all the
known curative uses of the cannabis plant and incorporated all the earlier published applications of the
herb to heal different disorders. In addition, Culpepper also published a few new remedial applications of
the plant like alleviating colic (sudden attack of pain in the abdomen over and over again, which causes
spasm, inflammation or impediment), assuaging problems associated with bowels, stopping worrying
bleeding, and lessening swelling of the head as well as easing pains of the hips and joints. He also
suggested the use of cannabis as a preservative for ointments and creams for the healing of burns.
Incidentally, till the discovery as well as exploration of the Indian sub-continent expanded the perceptions
of the Europeans, they had no idea of any psychoactive consequences related with the use of cannabis.
www.sciencedaily.com/articles ...Hemp And Marijuana: Genes Producing THC, Active Ingredient In
Cannabis Plant, Identified…
ScienceDaily (Sep. 15, 2009) - In a first step toward engineering a…Cannabis plant for hemp fiber and
oil, University of Minnesota researchers have identified genes producing tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), the
psychoactive substance in marijuana. Studying the genes could also lead to new and better drugs for pain,
nausea and other conditions.
....The finding is published in the September issue of the Journal of Experimental Botany. Lead author is
David Marks, a professor of plant biology in the College of Biological Sciences.
The study revealed that the genes are active in tiny hairs covering the flowers of Cannabis plants. In
marijuana, the hairs accumulate high amounts of THC, whereas in hemp the hairs have little. Hemp and
marijuana are difficult to distinguish apart from differences in THC.
… ‗We are beginning to understand which genes control hair growth in other plants, and the resources
created in our study will allow us to look for similar genes in Cannabis sativa‘, said Marks.
‗Cannabis genetics can contribute to better agriculture, medicine, and drug enforcement‘, said George
Weiblen, an associate professor of plant biology and a co-author of the study.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cannabis_(drug-Cannabis ) …short-term physical effects of cannabis…
Cannabis has psychoactive and physiological effects when consumed. The minimum amount of THC
required to have a perceptible psychoactive effect is about 10 micrograms per kilogram of body weight.
Aside from a subjective change in perception and, most notably, mood, the most common short-term
physical and neurological effects include increased heart rate, lowered blood pressure, impairment of
short-term and working memory, psychomotor coordination, and concentration. Long-term effects are
less clear.

Classification… While many drugs clearly fall into the category of either stimulant, depressant, or
hallucinogen, cannabis exhibits a mix of all properties, perhaps leaning the most towards hallucinogenic
or psychedelic properties, though with other effects quite pronounced as well. Though THC is typically
considered the primary active component of the cannabis plant, various scientific studies have suggested
that certain other cannabinoids like CBD may also play a significant role in its psychoactive effects.
Medical use …Cannabis used medically does have several well-documented beneficial effects. Among
these are: the amelioration of nausea and vomiting, stimulation of hunger in chemotherapy and AIDS
patients, lowered intraocular eye pressure (shown to be effective for treating glaucoma), as well as
general analgesic effects (pain reliever).
Cannabis was manufactured and sold by U.S. pharmaceutical companies from the 1880s through the
1930s, but the lack of documented information on the frequency and effectiveness of its use makes it
difficult to evaluate its medicinal value. In 1915, one medical supply house, the Frank S. Betz Co. of
Hammond, Indiana, offered ‗Cannabis Indica / Cannabis sativa‘ as one of about 70 ‗Crude Drugs‘ for
$2.25 per lb., and offered a 10 percent discount for the purchase of 5 lbs. The same company advertised
"Tincture Cannabis Indica, U.S.P.," for 80 cents per lb. Cannabis in the form of a tincture and a fluid
extract is documented in a 1929–30 Parke Davis & Co catalog, and is listed as an active ingredient in ten
products for cough, colic, neuralgia, cholera mordus and other medical conditions, as well as a "narcotic,
analgesic, and sedative". The catalog also lists compound medications containing cannabis that in some
cases were apparently formulated by medical doctors, in its Pills and Tablets section.
As cannabis is further legalized for medicinal use, it is possible that some of the foregoing compound
medicines, whose formulas have been copied exactly as published, may be scientifically tested to
determine whether they are effective medications.
Less confirmed individual studies also have been conducted indicating cannabis to be beneficial to a
gamut of conditions running from multiple sclerosis to depression. Synthesized cannabinoids are also sold
as prescription drugs, including Marinol (dronabinol in the United States and Germany) and Cesamet
(nabilone in Canada, Mexico, the United States and the United Kingdom).
Currently, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has not approved smoked marijuana for any
condition or disease in the United States, largely because good quality scientific evidence for its use from
U.S. studies is lacking; however, a major barrier to acquiring the necessary evidence is the lack of federal
funding for this kind of research. Regardless, fourteen states have legalized cannabis for medical use.
Canada, Spain, The Netherlands and Austria have also legalized cannabis for medicinal use.
Long-term effects… By comparison, studies on the vaporization of cannabis found that subjects were
"only 40% as likely to report respiratory…when age, sex, cigarette use, and amount of cannabis
consumed are controlled." Another study found vaporizers to be "a safe and effective cannabinoid
delivery system." Cannabis is ranked one of the least harmful drugs by a study published in the UK
medical journal, The Lancet.
Systematic reviews of medical literature have found no evidence of a relationship between cannabis use
and lung-cancer. While a study in New Zealand of 79 lung-cancer patients suggested daily cannabis
smokers have a 5.7 times higher risk of lung cancer than non-users, another study of 2252 people in Los
Angeles failed to find a correlation between the smoking of cannabis and lung, head or neck cancers.
Some studies have also found that moderate cannabis use may protect against head and neck cancers, as
well as lung cancer. Some studies have shown that cannabidiol may also be useful in treating breast
cancer. These effects have been attributed to the well documented anti-tumoral properties of
cannabinoids, specifically THC and cannabidiol.
A 2007 meta-analysis estimated that cannabis use is statistically associated, in a dose-dependent manner,
to an increased risk in the development of psychotic disorders, including schizophrenia. No causal
mechanism has been proven, however, and the meaning of the correlation and its direction is a subject of
debate that has not been resolved in the scientific community. Some studies assess that the causality is
more likely to involve a path from cannabis use to psychotic symptoms rather than a path from psychotic
symptoms to cannabis use, while other studies assess the opposite direction of the causality, or hold

cannabis to only form parts of a "causal constellation", while not inflicting mental health problems that
would not have occurred in the absence of the cannabis use.
Though cannabis use has at times been associated with stroke, there is no firmly established link, and
potential mechanisms are unknown. Similarly, there is no established relationship between cannabis use
and heart disease, including exacerbation of cases of existing heart disease. Though some MRI studies
have shown changes in neurological function in long term heavy cannabis users, no long term behavioral
effects after abstinence have been linked to these changes.
https://marijuanacannabis.wordpress.com/category/cannabis-research/...Canadian study shows relief for
chronic neuropathic pain 31.08.2010 …
There‘s now more scientific evidence for what many patients have known for awhile: Smoking marijuana
can ease chronic neuropathic pain and help patients sleep better, according to a team of researchers in
Montreal.
The new study, published Monday in the Canadian Medical Association
Journal, found that pain intensity among patients decreased with higherpotency marijuana, reports Caroline Alphonso of The Globe and Mail.
The study represents an important scientific attempt to determine the
medicinal benefits of cannabis.
Patients suffering from neuropathic pain often use opioid pain
medication, antidepressants and local anesthetics, but all of those drugs
have limitations, and the side effects of these substances can rival the
conditions they are supposed to treat. Unlike ‗normal‘ pain, which results
from stimulation of pain receptors in the body, neuropathic pain results
from damage to or dysfunction of the central or peripheral nervous
system, reports Deborah Mitchell at EmaxHealth.

Here is something we found on the Harvard gazette website. Although the risk of having a
marijuana associated heart attack is very small (around 1 in 100,000) this news is very likely to
be miss-used by the anti marijuana lobby.
Next time you hear some anti-drug nincompoop talk about how you can get a heart attack from cannabis,
keep this in mind; The real risk applies only to die-hard couch potatoes and even for this high-risk (no
pun intended) group, smoking medical marijuana is still less risky than running to catch your bus..Source:
news.harvard.edu
Murray Mittleman, an assistant professor at Harvard Medical School and Harvard School of Public
Health…admits he can‘t explain exactly how pot could trigger a heart attack. It might be due to THC, the
active ingredient of marijuana, or merely the smoke from a burning plant, he says. Smoking marijuana
and tobacco both involve the latter, and both are now implicated in raising the risk of heart disease.
www.marijuanacannabis.worldpress.com. …Cannabis Patents – Cannabinoid Patch …12 10 2009

United States Patent US6113940:
Cannabinoid patch and method for cannabis transdermal delivery.
We found this patent application in the U.S for a cannabis patch similar to the nicotine patch
which has been commercially available for years. Several companies (even the U.S government)
have recently taken notice of the medicinal properties of cannabis and have started a rush to
patent any possible application of this wonderful natural herb. Part of this trend could be linked
to the legalization movement which has successfully highlighted several medical advantages to
cannabis over traditional pharmaceuticals, particularly the lack of significant negative sideeffects when treating serious illness.

http://www.worldhemprevolution.com/Research.html...link...http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19442
435 ...Cancer Lett. 2009 Nov 18;
Cannabinoids in the treatment of cancer. Alexander A, Smith PF, Rosengren RJ.
Department of Pharmacology and Toxicology, University of Otago, Dunedin, New Zealand.
Cannabinoids, the active components of the hemp plant Cannabis sativa, along with their endogenous
counterparts and synthetic derivatives, have elicited anti-cancer effects in many different in-vitro and invivo models of cancer. While the various cannabinoids have been examined in a variety of cancer models,
recent studies have focused on the role of cannabinoid receptor agonists (both CB(1) and CB(2)) in the
treatment of estrogen receptor-negative breast cancer. …
Mol Cancer Ther. 2010 Jan;9…Cannabidiol enhances the inhibitory effects of delta9tetrahydrocannabinol on human glioblastoma cell proliferation and survival. …Marcu JP, Christian RT,
Lau D, Zielinski AJ, Horowitz MP, Lee J, Pakdel A, Allison J, Limbad C, Moore DH, Yount GL,
Desprez PY, McAllister SD. …California Pacific Medical Center Research Institute, San Francisco,
California 94107, USA.
The cannabinoid 1 (CB(1)) and cannabinoid 2 (CB(2)) receptor agonist Delta(9)-tetrahydrocannabinol
(THC) has been shown to be a broad-range inhibitor of cancer in-culture and in-vivo, and is currently
being used in a clinical trial for the treatment of glioblastoma. It has been suggested that other plantderived cannabinoids, which do not interact efficiently with CB(1) and CB(2) receptors, can modulate the
actions of Delta(9)-THC. There are conflicting reports, however, as to what extent other cannabinoids can
modulate Delta(9)-THC activity, and most importantly, it is not clear whether other cannabinoid
compounds can either potentiate or inhibit the actions of Delta(9)-THC. We therefore tested cannabidiol,
the second most abundant plant-derived cannabinoid, in combination with Delta(9)-THC. In the U251 and
SF126 glioblastoma cell lines, Delta(9)-THC and cannabidiol acted synergistically to inhibit cell
proliferation. The treatment of glioblastoma cells with both compounds led to significant modulations of
the cell cycle and induction of reactive oxygen species and apoptosis as well as specific modulations of
extracellular signal-regulated kinase and caspase activities. These specific changes were not observed
with either compound individually, indicating that the signal transduction pathways affected by the
combination treatment were unique. Our results suggest that the addition of cannabidiol to Delta(9)-THC
may improve the overall effectiveness of Delta(9)-THC in the treatment of glioblastoma in cancer
patients.
Mol Cancer Ther. 2009 Nov.8 …Synthetic cannabinoid receptor agonists inhibit tumor growth and
metastasis of breast cancer. Qamri Z, Preet A, Nasser MW, Bass CE, Leone G, Barsky SH, Ganju RK.
…Department of Pathology, Ohio State University Medical Center, Columbus, OH 43210, USA.
Cannabinoids have been reported to possess antitumorogenic activity. Not much is known, however,
about the effects and mechanism of action of synthetic non-psychotic cannabinoids on breast cancer
growth and metastasis. We have shown that the cannabinoid receptors CB1 and CB2 are over-expressed
in primary human breast tumors compared with normal breast tissue. We have also observed that the
breast cancer cell lines MDA-MB231, MDA-MB231-luc, and MDA-MB468 express CB1 and CB2
receptors. Furthermore, we have shown that the CB2 synthetic agonist JWH-133 and the CB1 and CB2
agonist WIN-55,212-2 inhibit cell proliferation and migration under in vitro conditions. These results
were confirmed in vivo in various mouse model systems. Mice treated with JWH-133 or WIN-55,212-2
showed a 40% to 50% reduction in tumor growth and a 65% to 80% reduction in lung metastasis. These
effects were reversed by CB1 and CB2 antagonists AM 251 and SR144528, respectively, suggesting
involvement of CB1 and CB2 receptors. In addition, the CB2 agonist JWH-133 was shown to delay and
reduce mammary gland tumors in the polyoma middle T oncoprotein (PyMT) transgenic mouse model
system. Upon further elucidation, we observed that JWH-133 and WIN-55,212-2 mediate the breast
tumor-suppressive effects via a coordinated regulation of cyclo-oxygenase-2/prostaglandin E2 signaling
pathways and induction of apoptosis. These results indicate that CB1 and CB2 receptors could be used to
develop novel therapeutic strategies against breast cancer growth and metastasis. …

J Neurosci Res. 2008 Nov 1…High concentrations of cannabinoids activate apoptosis in human U373MG
glioma cells. Widmer M, Hanemann CO, Zajicek J. …Clinical Neurology, Institute of Biomedical and
Clinical Science, Peninsula Medical School, University of Plymouth, Plymouth, UK.
Cannabinoids bind to two G-protein-coupled receptors, CB1 and CB2, expressed by neurons and cells of
the immune system, respectively. Glioma cells (astrocyte-derived brain tumor cells) express cannabinoid
receptors, and numerous in-vitro and in-vivo studies performed in rodents have concluded that apoptosis
could be induced by cannabinoids in these cells. Whether this also applies to human cells is controversial;
we, therefore, assessed the effect of cannabinoids on human glioma cell viability with the human
astrocytoma cell line U373MG. We report here that U373MG human glioma cells are sensitive only to
high concentrations of cannabinoids (>5 microg/ml for Delta(9)-THC). Similar concentrations of the
compounds promoted a rapid activation of extracellular-regulated kinase and c-Jun NH2-terminal kinase,
suggesting that cannabinoid receptors are functional in U373MG cells. Nevertheless, these kinases are not
involved in cannabinoid-induced cell death in U373MG cells, insofar as blocking their activation with
specific inhibitors does not reduce cell death. CB1 is expressed in U373MG cells and is involved in
cannabinoid-induced cell death, in that blocking its activation with a specific antagonist (AM251) almost
totally prevented cell death following incubation of the cells with Delta(9)-THC. In addition, as already
reported, some cannabinoids may have modest proliferative properties in U373MG cells. Human
U373MG glioma cells are sensitive only to very high, pharmacologically irrelevant concentrations of
cannabinoids, so it seems unlikely that cannabinoids would constitute promising molecules for treating
malignant astrocytoma; they do not induce glioma cell death at doses that could be applied safely to
humans….
http://www.hempfood.com/iha/iha03207.html... There are cultivated landraces, feral escapees from
cultivation and truly wild Cannabis populations in China. Chinese Cannabis populations from different
locations vary widely in morphology, chemical contents and levels of biologically active compounds, but
much of the same variation can also be found within single plants at varying stages of development.
Climatic and edaphic conditions also cause wide variation in proposed taxonomic characters and often
confound attempts at accurate systematic analyses. Collecting and classifying accessions from various
conditions of climate, elevation, microclimate and soil leads to ambiguous results. Since most Cannabis
varieties are dioecious, (the morphologically different male and female flowers are borne on separate
plants), morphological taxonomic decisions should be based on observations of both staminate and
pistillate individuals. However, many herbarium specimens are collected from juvenile plants and so are
devoid of any flowers. It is important to collect samples during a common developmental ‗window‘ (i.e.,
floral maturation) so that data can be compared more accurately. This can only be accomplished by
growing accessions in a common garden and carefully sorting herbarium samples by developmental
maturity and sexual type.
Specimens of Chinese Cannabis are mostly kept in the regional herbaria of the Botanical Institute of the
Academia Sinica (ASBI) and some larger universities. Herbarium specimens and fruits are also preserved
in some institutes and universities at which the studies on Cannabis were carried out in recent years, such
as Beijing Medical University and the National Institute for the Control of Pharmaceutical and Biological
Products. Other Cannabis taxonomic materials are mostly found in the local departments of the Bureau
of Public Health.
Morphological and anatomical studies of herbarium specimens and living samples of Chinese Cannabis
reveal the following unique observations. Cultivated varieties have significantly larger fruits than the
wild populations. Size of the fruits is only a stable criterion of classification as to whether samples are
cultivated or wild forms, but does not indicate geographical origin. Surface patterns of the persistent
vestigial perianths adherent on the achenes show some differences between the wild and the cultivated
forms. Wild fruits generally have deeper, and more irregularly dispersed, pigmented areas (blotchy spots
and stripes) than those of the cultivated ones. All other morphological and anatomical parameters found
to vary widely due to environmental influences are not suitable as criteria for taxonomic and evolutionary
studies.

The content of delta-9-THC in fruiting inflorescences of Chinese Cannabis, from different individual
plants, ranges across a broad scale from 0.02% to 4.38% of dry weight (Zhao 1991, Zhan et al.
1994). THC content can vary widely even among individual samples taken from the same
inflorescence. In addition, THC breaks down slowly at room temperature. This means that samples must
be fresh, large and well-homogenized to provide accurate results. Landraces cultivated for drug use are
generally the highest in THC, while those cultivated for fiber and seed uses are the lowest in
THC. Escaped populations have THC contents approximating those of the related cultivated populations,
and wild populations generally have low THC contents. According to the forensically-oriented view of
Small and Cronquist (1976), all samples grown for producing Cannabis cigarettes (Ma Yan) in Xinjiang
Province can be classified as members of the "drug" group (THC greater than 0.3% of dry
weight). Therefore, as an amendment of general opinion, the distribution of Chinese drug type Cannabis
might be expanded to include areas south of 42ƒN latitude in the Xinjiang Province of western China, in
addition to the regions of southern and eastern China, south of 30ƒN latitude.
Liu et al. (1992) reported that there is little or no THC, CBD or CBN in the stems and leaves of male
plants both from Shache and Kashi, Xinjiang, while there are higher contents of THC in the stems and
leaves of female plants from the two areas. They stated that only the female plants contain medicinal
properties or are used for smoking. The upper inflorescences, younger leaves and resin gland secretions
of female plants are used for making Cannabis cigarettes in Kashi, Hetian and Aksu in Xinjiang. The
THC content of Xinjiang Cannabis cigarettes ranged from 0.42% to 1.06% of dry weight in Kashi
Prefecture, and the average THC content of Cannabis cigarettes from Shache was 0.79% of dry weight
(Chen et al. 1993).
The comparative histology of the stalk (Zhao 1991) showed that the average number of vessels in vessel
groups of xylem in 40 samples of Cannabis (sp. and subsp.) from 24 regions of China is variable. This
finding disagrees with the results of Anderson (1974) who found the average numbers of vessels in vessel
groups of xylem in C. sativa and C. indica were 1.39 and 3.05 respectively. However, it must be
remembered that what Anderson called C. indica may have been what Chinese taxonomists usually refer
to as C. sativa ssp. indica, and may also have included samples of what the Russian taxonomists Vavilov
and Bukinich (1929) called C. indica ssp. afghanica or C. indica ssp. kafiristanica. Chinese herbarium
collections do not include any examples of these taxa. The existence of only a few calcareous crystals in
Chinese Cannabis also differs from Anderson's observations of C. indica.
Experimental taxonomic studies of Cannabis, including statistics of germination rates of seeds, making
artificial hybridizations and analysis of hereditary characteristics of filial generations, were carried out at
Beijing Medical University from 1990-93, under the supervision of Prof. Cheng Ching-young, one of the
most well-known taxonomists in China. Her results revealed that few important taxonomic criteria can be
used to distinguish the samples from Xinjiang, Gansu, Inner Mongolia and Ningxia Provinces in
northwestern China. From the dissertation of one of her students (Yang 1993), Cheng concluded that
there is only one species (C. sativa L.) consisting of two forms: (f. sativa and f. indica) in China. It is
possible to distinguish this (as well as more subtle) genetic differences between cultivated and wild forms
by means of further DNA analyses.
Since there are no classical taxonomic characters suitable to classify species and varieties of Cannabis,
other new appropriate technologies have been introduced into this field. A project using advanced
molecular methods was started at Beijing Medical University in late 1993 (Shao and Liu 1994). The
chromosome number of Cannabis is 2n=20 (Harlan et al. 1973), but there is little information concerning
chromosome karyotype, genome or DNA. Employing the molecular genetic techniques of DNA
polymorphisms, the molecular genetic variations of Chinese Cannabis resources can be better
investigated and the evolutionary relationships between wild populations, landraces, and cultivars can be
revealed.
Data reflecting the relatedness of differing populations is also valuable to modern plant breeders wishing
to utilize diverse gene pools in the development of modern Cannabis cultivars. The goals of current work
are to: 1) determine the distribution of wild, semi-wild and cultivated Cannabis in China, 2) compare
accessions at the molecular genetic level, 3) determine origins of cultivated Cannabis taxa and

evolutionary relationships between them, as well as between wild and cultivated taxa, 4) make molecular
identification of sex during early developmental stages of Cannabis, 5) determine the molecular genetic
differences between fiber and drug types of Cannabis and 6) determine the range of genetic variation in
modern landraces and cultivars.
Presently, we have some preliminary experimental results: 1) The DNA lengths of Cannabis from
Yunnan, Guizhou and Xinjiang Provinces are about 10-20 kilobases. 2) Cultivated samples have
mutations in the DNA structure indicative of artificial selection. 3) DNA restriction fragments are
different between the cultivated samples and the wild samples. 4) The samples of different sexes exhibit
unique identifiable fragments. 5) Identifiable genetic fingerprints exist in different accessions. Recent
discoveries about Cannabis DNA encouraged us to continue the project, but further achievements must be
supported by additional funding.
http://newsfuzion.com/2011/03/29/dr-oz-covers-the-legalized-medical-marijuana-controversy/
Posted on 29 March 2011. This article was written by: Kathy Wolfe…
Medical marijuana is already legal in 15 states in the United States, although some people say it is
dangerous to your body. Dr. Oz said it is shockingly simple to get a card making it legal to obtain medical
marijuana, especially in California.
Dr. Oz said that the use of marijuana dates back 200 years in the United States and was sold in
pharmacies until the late 1930s to treat pain, inflammation and muscle spasms. In 1970 the federal
government created the Controlled Substance Act which classified marijuana as a Schedule I narcotic,
deeming that marijuana was a harmful substance with no accepted medical purpose. This means that it is
not only illegal for recreational use, it also makes it nearly impossible for doctors and scientists to study
its possible medical benefits.
Over the last 2 decades, doctors and patients have passionately challenged marijuana‘s classification. Dr.
Oz said that many in the medical community believe that marijuana can be a powerful tool, alleviating the
symptoms of cancer, aids, multiple sclerosis, arthritis, glaucoma and migraines.
Dr. Oz questioned who had it right, and whether or not marijuana was a miracle drug or a health hazard…
about three-fourths of Americans believing that marijuana should be legalized if it‘s for medicinal
purposes.
Dr. Oz said that patients that use medical marijuana say it works better and in ways that no other
medication has worked for them.
Emmy Award winning talk show host Montel Williams was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis 12 years
ago. He appeared on The Dr. Oz Show today in support of legalizing medical marijuana.
Montel said that at one point he was taking 8 oxycontin a day to manage the constant pain of his multiple
sclerosis. Once the side effects of oxycontin became so bad and started making his kidneys function
improperly, he knew he had to find another alternative. That was when he tried marijuana to help him
manage his symptoms.
Montel, a firm advocate for the legalization of medical marijuana said, ―The only thing that has kept me a
contributing member of this society for the last 10 years is that I‘ve used marijuana every single day.‖ He
went on to say that marijuana may not work for everyone, but it has given him his life back.
Dr. Donald Abrams is an oncologist and researcher in San Francisco and has been recommending medical
marijuana for his cancer and aids patients for 30 years. Dr. Abrams said that he thinks of marijuana as an
inhaled drug rather than a ―smoked drug‖ and pointed out that inhalation is how asthmatics and those with
emphysema treat themselves. He doesn‘t think inhalation is a bad delivery system for a medicine.
Dr. Oz pointed out that medical marijuana is legal in his state of New Jersey, but it is virtually impossible
to obtain so the law helps no patients who need it. He said that marijuana is not as addictive as other
prescription drugs….
www.cannabis.net/... It was not, of course, only writers that began to spread the word. Dubious figures in
the unofficial world of medicine (better known as quackery) seized upon the 'new' drug and peddled it as
an aphrodisiac. Ernest Abel has unearthed what must be one of the earliest and certainly one of the best

lurid headlines concerning drugs. It is from the Illustrated Police News of 2 December 1876, and next to a
drawing of elegant young women lounging in a swish apartment in a state of intoxication are written the
immortal words: 'secret dissipation of new york belles: interior of a hasheesh hell on fifth avenue’.
It was not just the media but also the medical profession that were becoming increasingly aware of
cannabis. Although doctors used it in treating many disorders (ranging from epilepsy and hysteria to
alcoholism and asthma) the demonization of drugs that began with opium was soon to spread to other
psychoactive substances, including cannabis. As the anti-opium movement was intertwined with bigotry
against the Chinese so with marijuana it was to be the turn of the Mexicans and then the Blacks. In 1915
California became the first state to make it illegal to possess cannabis. By the 1920s marijuana (called
muggles or moota and later mezz, sassfras or tea; marijuana cigarettes or joints were known, as they still
sometimes are, as reefers) had become a major 'underground drug'.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medical_cannabis…
In a 2002 review of medical literature, medical cannabis was shown to have established effects in the
treatment of nausea, vomiting, premenstrual syndrome, unintentional weight loss, insomnia, and lack of
appetite. Other ‗relatively well-confirmed‘ effects were in the treatment of ‗spasticity, painful conditions,
especially neurogenic pain, movement disorders, asthma, [and] glaucoma‘.
Preliminary findings indicate that cannabis-based drugs could prove useful in treating inflammatory
bowel disease, migraines, fibromyalgia, and related conditions.
Medical cannabis has also been found to relieve certain symptoms of multiple sclerosis and spinal cord
injuries by exhibiting antispasmodic and muscle-relaxant properties as well as stimulating appetite.
Other studies have shown cannabis or cannabinoids may be useful in treating alcohol abuse, amyotrophic
lateral sclerosis, collagen-induced arthritis, asthma, atherosclerosis, bipolar disorder, colorectal cancer,
HIV-Associated Sensory Neuropathy depression, dystonia, epilepsy, digestive diseases, gliomas, hepatitis
C, Huntington's disease, leukemia, skin tumors, methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA),
Parkinson's disease, pruritus, post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), sickle-cell disease, sleep apnea, and
anorexia nervosa. Controlled research on treating Tourette syndrome with a synthetic version of
tetrahydrocannabinol (brand name Marinol), the main psychoactive chemical found in cannabis, showed
the patients taking Marinol had a beneficial response without serious adverse effects; other studies have
shown that cannabis "has no effects on tics and increases the individuals inner tension".Case reports
found that marijuana helped reduce tics, but validation of these results requires longer, controlled studies
on larger samples.
Recent studies… Alzheimer's disease…
Research done by the Scripps Research Institute in California shows that the active ingredient in
marijuana, THC, prevents the formation of deposits in the brain associated with Alzheimer's disease. THC
was found to prevent an enzyme called acetylcholinesterase from accelerating the formation of
‗Alzheimer plaques‘ in the brain more effectively than commercially marketed drugs. THC is also more
effective at blocking clumps of protein that can inhibit memory and cognition in Alzheimer‘s patients, as
reported in Molecular Pharmaceutics.
Lung cancer and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease…
The evidence to date is conflicting as to whether smoking cannabis increases the risk of developing lung
cancer or chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) among people who do not smoke tobacco. In
2006 a study by Hashibe, Morgenstern, Cui, Tashkin, et al. suggested that smoking cannabis does not, by
itself, increase the risk of lung cancer. Several subsequent studies have found results suggesting the
reverse. Many studies did report a strongly synergistic effect, however, between tobacco use and smoking
cannabis such that tobacco smokers who also smoked cannabis dramatically increased their risk of
developing lung cancer or chronic obstructive pulmonary.
Some of these research results follow below:
In 2006, Hashibe, Morgenstern, Cui, Tashkin, et al. presented the results from a study involving 2,240
subjects that showed non-tobacco users who smoked marijuana did not exhibit an increased incidence of

lung cancer or head-and-neck malignancies. These results were supported even among very long-term,
very heavy users of marijuana.
Tashkin, a pulmonologist who has studied marijuana for 30 years, said, "It's possible that
tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) in marijuana smoke may encourage apoptosis, or programmed cell death,
causing cells to die off before they have a chance to undergo malignant transformation". He further
commented that, ‗We hypothesized that there would be a positive association between marijuana use and
lung cancer, and that the association would be more positive with heavier use. What we found instead
was no association at all, and even a suggestion of some protective effect‘.
Researchers from the University of British Columbia presented a study at the American Thoracic Society
2007 International Conference showing that smoking marijuana and tobacco together more than tripled
the risk of developing COPD over just smoking tobacco alone. Similar findings were released in April
2009 by the Vancouver Burden of Obstructive Lung Disease Research Group. The study reported that
smoking both tobacco and marijuana synergistically increased the risk of respiratory symptoms and
COPD. Smoking only marijuana, however, was not associated with an increased risk of respiratory
symptoms of COPD. In a related commentary, pulmonary researcher Donald Tashkin wrote, ‗…we can
be close to concluding that marijuana smoking by itself does not lead to COPD‘.
One of the principal constituents of cannabis, THC, has been found to reduce tumor growth in common
lung cancer by 50 percent and to significantly reduce the ability of the cancer to spread, say researchers at
Harvard University, who tested the chemical in both in-vitro lab studies and in mouse studies. The
researchers suggest that THC might be used in a targeted fashion to treat lung cancer.
Breast cancer …According to a 2007 study at the California Pacific Medical Center Research Institute,
cannabidiol (CBD) may stop breast cancer from spreading throughout the body. These researchers believe
their discovery may provide a non-toxic alternative to chemotherapy while achieving the same results
minus the painful and unpleasant side effects. The research team says that CBD works by blocking the
activity of a gene called Id-1, which is believed to be responsible for a process called metastasis, which is
the aggressive spread of cancer cells away from the original tumor site.
HIV/AIDS …Investigators at Columbia University published clinical trial data in 2007 showing that
HIV/AIDS patients who inhaled cannabis four times daily experienced substantial increases in food
intake with little evidence of discomfort and no impairment of cognitive performance. They concluded
that smoked marijuana has a clear medical benefit in HIV-positive patients.
In another study in 2008, researchers at the University of California, San Diego School of Medicine
found that marijuana significantly reduces HIV-related neuropathic pain when added to a patient's
already-prescribed pain management regimen and may be an "effective option for pain relief" in those
whose pain is not controlled with current medications. Mood disturbance, physical disability, and quality
of life all improved significantly during study treatment. Despite management with opioids and other pain
modifying therapies, neuropathic pain continues to reduce the quality of life and daily functioning in
HIV-infected individuals. Cannabinoid receptors in the central and peripheral nervous systems have been
shown to modulate pain perception. No serious adverse effects were reported, according to the study
published by the American Academy of Neurology. A study examining the effectiveness of different
drugs for HIV associated neuropathic pain found that smoked Cannabis was one of only three drugs that
showed evidence of efficacy.
Brain cancer …A study by Complutense University of Madrid found the chemicals in marijuana promotes
the death of brain cancer cells by essentially helping them feed upon themselves in a process called
autophagy. The research team discovered that cannabinoids such as THC had anticancer effects in mice
with human brain cancer cells and in people with brain tumors. When mice with the human brain cancer
cells received the THC, the tumor shrank. Using electron microscopes to analyze brain tissue taken both
before and after a 26- to 30-day THC treatment regimen, the researchers found that THC eliminated
cancer cells while leaving healthy cells intact. The patients did not have any toxic effects from the

treatment; previous studies of THC for the treatment of cancer have also found the therapy to be well
tolerated. However, the mechanisms which promote THC's tumor cell–killing action are unknown.
Opioid dependence …Injections of THC eliminate dependence on opiates in stressed rats, according to a
research team at the Laboratory for Physiopathology of Diseases of the Central Nervous System (France)
in the journal Neuropsychopharmacology. Deprived of their mothers at birth, rats become hypersensitive
to the rewarding effect of morphine and heroin (substances belonging to the opiate family), and rapidly
become dependent. When these rats were administered THC, they no longer developed typical morphinedependent behavior. In the striatum, a region of the brain involved in drug dependence, the production of
endogenous enkephalins was restored under THC, whereas it diminished in rats stressed from birth which
had not received THC. Researchers believe the findings could lead to therapeutic alternatives to existing
substitution treatments.
In humans, drug treatment subjects who use cannabis intermittently are found to be more likely to adhere
to treatment for opioid dependence. Historically, similar findings were reported by Clendinning, who in
1843 utilized cannabis substitution for the treatment of alcoholism and opium addiction and Birch, in
1889, who reported a success in treating opiate and chloral addiction with cannabis.
Spasticity in multiple sclerosis …A review of six randomized controlled trials of a combination of THC
and CBD extracts for the treatment of MS related muscle spasticity reported, "Although there was
variation in the outcome measures reported in these studies, a trend of reduced spasticity in treated
patients was noted. The authors postulated that ‗cannabinoids may provide neuroprotective and antiinflammatory benefits in MS‘.
Medicinal compounds …Cannabis contains over 300 compounds. At least 66 of these are cannabinoids,
which are the basis for medical and scientific use of cannabis. This presents the research problem of
isolating the effect of specific compounds and taking account of the interaction of these compounds, can
serve as appetite stimulants, antiemetics, antispasmodics, and have some analgesic effects. Five important
cannabinoids found in the cannabis plant are tetrahydrocannabinol, cannabidiol, cannabinol, βcaryophyllene, and cannabigerol.
Tetrahydrocannabinol … (THC) is the primary compound responsible for the psychoactive effects of
cannabis. The compound is a mild analgesic, and cellular research has shown the compound has
antioxidant activity. THC is believed to interfere with parts of the brain normally controlled by the
endogenous cannabinoid neurotransmitter, anandamide. Anandamide is believed to play a role in pain
sensation, memory, and sleep.
Cannabidiol. … (CBD) is a major constituent of medical cannabis. CBD represents up to 40% of extracts
of the medical cannabis plant. Cannabidiol relieves convulsion, inflammation, anxiety, cough and
congestion, nausea, and inhibits cancer cell growth. Recent studies have shown cannabidiol to be as
effective as atypical antipsychotics in treating schizophrenia. Because cannabidiol relieves the
aforementioned symptoms, cannabis strains with a high amount of CBD would be ideal for people with
multiple sclerosis, frequent anxiety attacks and Tourette syndrome.
Cannabinol … (CBN) is a therapeutic cannabinoid found in Cannabis sativa and Cannabis indica.[86] It is
also produced as a metabolite, or a breakdown product, of tetrahydrocannabinol (THC). CBN acts as a
weak agonist of the CB1 and CB2 receptors, with lower affinity in comparison to THC.
β-Caryophyllene …Part of the mechanism by which medical cannabis has been shown to reduce tissue
inflammation is via the compound β-caryophyllene. A cannabinoid receptor called CB2 plays a vital part
in reducing inflammation in humans and other animals. β-Caryophyllene has been shown to be a selective
activator of the CB2 receptor. β-Caryophyllene is especially concentrated in cannabis essential oil, which
contains about 12–35% β-caryophyllene.
Cannabigerol …Like cannabidiol, cannabigerol is not psychoactive but has been shown to lower blood
pressure in rates greater than cannabinol.

Tetrahydrocannabinol (THC).

Cannabidiol (CBD) is known to relieve convulsion, aiding those with diseases such as multiple sclerosis.

Cannabinol (CBN).

β-Caryophyllene has important anti-inflammatory properties.

Cannabigerol.
Pharmacologic THC and THC derivatives…
In the USA, the FDA has approved two cannabinoids for use as medical therapies: dronabinol (Marinol)
and nabilone. These medicines are taken orally.
These medications are usually used when first line treatments for nausea and vomiting associated with
cancer chemotherapy fail to work. In extremely high doses and in rare cases ‗psychotomimetic‘ side
effects are possible. The other commonly used antiemetic drugs are not associated with these side effects.
The prescription drug Sativex, an extract of cannabis administered as a sublingual spray, has been
approved in Canada for the adjunctive treatment (use along side other medicines) of both multiple
sclerosis and cancer related pain. This medication may be legally imported into the United Kingdom and
Spain on prescription.[94] William Notcutt is one of the chief researchers that has developed Sativex, and
he has been working with GW and founder Geoffrey Guy since the company's inception in 1998. Notcutt
states that the use of MS as the disease to study ‗had everything to do with politics‘.
Criticism …One of the major criticisms of cannabis as medicine is opposition to smoking as a method of
consumption. However, smoking is no longer necessary due to the development of safer methods. Today,
medicinal marijuana patients can use vaporizers, where the essential marijuana compounds are extracted
and inhaled. This is somewhat similar to steaming vegetables to avoid cancerous by-products that are
produced at higher temperatures. In addition, edible marijuana, which is produced in various baked goods,
is also available, and has demonstrated longer lasting effects.
The United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued an advisory against smoked medical
marijuana stating that, ‗marijuana has a high potential for abuse, has no currently accepted medical use in
treatment in the United States, and has a lack of accepted safety for use under medical supervision.
Furthermore, there is currently sound evidence that smoked marijuana is harmful‘.

The Institute of Medicine, run by the United States National Academy of Sciences, conducted a
comprehensive study in 1999 to assess the potential health benefits of cannabis and its constituent
cannabinoids. The study concluded that smoking cannabis is not recommended for the treatment of any
disease condition, but did conclude that nausea, appetite loss, pain and anxiety can all be mitigated by
marijuana. While the study expressed reservations about smoked marijuana due to the health risks
associated with smoking, the study team concluded that until another mode of ingestion was perfected
that could provide the same relief as smoked marijuana, there was no alternative. In addition, the study
pointed out the inherent difficulty in marketing a non-patentable herb. Pharmaceutical companies will not
substantially profit unless there is a patent. For those reasons, the Institute of Medicine concluded that
there is little future in smoked cannabis as a medically approved medication. The report also concluded
that for certain patients, such as the terminally ill or those with debilitating symptoms, the long-term risks
are not of great concern.
Marinol was less effective than the steroid megestrol in helping cancer patients regain lost appetites. A
phase III study found no difference in effects of an oral cannabis extract or THC on appetite and quality
of life (QOL) in patients with cancer-related anorexia-cachexia syndrome (CACS) to placebo.
‗Citing the dangers of marijuana and the lack of clinical research supporting its medicinal value‘ the
American Society of Addiction Medicine in March 2011 issued a white paper recommending a halt to
using marijuana as a medicine in U.S. states where it has been declared legal.
Harm reduction…The harm caused by smoking can be minimized or eliminated by the use of a vaporizer
or ingesting the drug in an edible form. This risk is also thought to be decreased by processing the
cannabis leaves into hemp oil.
Vaporizers are devices that heat the active constituents to a temperature below the ignition point of the
cannabis, so that their vapors can be inhaled. Combustion of plant material is avoided, thus preventing the
formation of carcinogens such as polyaromatic hydrocarbons, benzene and carbon monoxide. A pilot
study led by Donald Abrams of UC San Francisco showed that vaporizers eliminate the release of irritants
and toxic compounds, while delivering equivalent amounts of THC into the bloodstream. In order to kill
microorganisms, especially the molds A. fumigatus, A. flavus and A. niger, Levitz and Diamond suggested
baking marijuana at 150 °C (302 °F) for five minutes. They also found that tetrahydrocannabinol (THC)
was not degraded by this process.
Organizational positions… A number of medical organizations have endorsed reclassification of
marijuana to allow for further study the use of marijuana under medical supervision... These include, but
are not limited to, the following:
The American Medical Association, The American College of Physicians (America's second largest
physicians group), Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (America's second largest cancer charity),
American Academy of Family Physicians…
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medical_cannabis...
In Austria both Δ9-THC and pharmaceutical preparations containing Δ 9-THC are listed in annex V of the
Narcotics Decree (Suchtgiftverordnung). Compendial formulations are manufactured upon prescription
according to the German Neues Rezeptur-Formularium.
On July 9, 2008, the Austrian Parliament approved cannabis cultivation for scientific and medical uses.
Cannabis cultivation is controlled by the Austrian Agency for Health and Food Safety (Österreichische
Agentur für Gesundheit und Ernährungssicherheit, AGES).
In Canada, the regulation on access to marijuana for medical purposes, established by Health Canada in
July 2001, defines two categories of patients eligible for access to medical cannabis. Category 1 covers
any symptoms treated within the context of providing compassionate end-of-life care or the symptoms
associated with medical conditions listed below:

severe pain and/or persistent muscle spasms from multiple sclerosis, from a spinal cord injury, from
spinal cord disease, severe pain, cachexia, anorexia, weight loss, and/or severe nausea from cancer or
HIV/AIDS infection, severe pain from severe forms of arthritis, or seizures from epilepsy.
Category 2 is for applicants who have debilitating symptom(s) of medical condition(s), other than those
described in Category 1. The application of eligible patients must be supported by a medical practitioner.
The cannabis distributed by Health Canada is provided under the brand CannaMed by the company
Prairie Plant Systems Inc. In 2006, 420 kg of CannaMed cannabis was sold, representing an increase of
80% over the previous year. However, patients complain of the single strain selection as well as low
potency, providing a pre-ground product put through a wood chipper (which deteriorates rapidly) as well
as gamma irradiation and foul taste and smell.
It is also legal for patients approved by Health Canada to grow their own cannabis for personal
consumption, and it's possible to obtain a production license as a person designated by a patient.
Designated producers were permitted to grow a cannabis supply for only a single patient, however. That
regulation and related restrictions on supply were found unconstitutional by the Federal Court of Canada
in January, 2008. The court found that these regulations did not allow a sufficient legal supply of medical
cannabis, and thus forced many patients to purchase their medicine from unauthorized, black market
sources. This was the eighth time in the previous ten years that the courts ruled against Health Canada's
regulations restricting the supply of the medicine.
In May, 2009, Health Canada revised their earlier regulations to permit licensed, designated producers to
grow cannabis for a maximum of two patients. The move was called a ‗mockery‘ of the court's intention
by lawyer Ron Marzel, who represented plaintiffs in the successful challenge in Federal Court to Health
Canada's previously existing rules. Marzel has announced plans to ask the court to overturn all
prohibitions on cannabis use if Health Canada refuses to create regulations that will allow an adequate
legal supply for use by medically-authorized patients.
In Germany dronabinol was rescheduled 1994 from annex I to annex II of the Narcotics Law
(Betäubungsmittelgesetz) in order to ease research; in 1998 dronabinol was rescheduled from annex II to
annex III and since then has been available by prescription, whereas Δ 9-THC is still listed in annex I.
Manufacturing instructions for dronabinol containing compendial formulations are described in the Neues
Rezeptur-Formularium.
In Spain, since the late 1990s and early 2000s, medical cannabis underwent a process of progressive
decriminalization and legalisation. The parliament of the region of Catalonia is the first in Spain have
voted unanimously in 2001 legalizing medical marijuana, it is quickly followed by parliaments of Aragon
and the Balearic Islands. The Spanish Penal Code prohibits the sale of cannabis but it does not prohibit
consumption. Until early 2000, the Penal Code did not distinguish between therapeutic use of cannabis
and recreational use, however, several court decisions show that this distinction is increasingly taken into
account by the judges. From 2006, the sale of seed is legalized, the sale and public consumption remains
illegal, and private cultivation and use are permitted. Several studies have been conducted to study the
effects of cannabis on patients suffering from diseases like cancer, AIDS, multiple sclerosis, seizures or
asthma. This research was conducted by various Spanish agencies at the Universidad Complutense de
Madrid headed by Manuel Guzman, the hospital of La Laguna in Tenerife led neurosurgeon Luis
González Feria or the University of Barcelona. …The Health and Human Services Division of the federal
government holds a patent for medical marijuana. The patent, "Cannabinoids as antioxidants and
neuroprotectants", issued October 2003 reads: "Cannabinoids have been found to have antioxidant
properties, unrelated to NMDA receptor antagonism. This new found property makes cannabinoids useful
in the treatment and prophylaxis of wide variety of oxidation associated diseases, such as ischemic, agerelated, inflammatory and autoimmune diseases. The cannabinoids are found to have particular
application as neuroprotectants, for example in limiting neurological damage following ischemic insults,
such as stroke and trauma, or in the treatment of neurodegenerative diseases, such as Alzheimer's disease,
Parkinson's disease and HIV dementia…

http://medicalmarijuana.procon.org/... Should marijuana be a medical option? In 1972, the US Congress
placed marijuana in Schedule I of the Controlled Substances Act because they considered it to have "no
accepted medical use." Since then, 15 of 50 US states and DC have legalized the medical use of
marijuana.
Proponents of medical marijuana argue that it can be a safe and effective treatment for the symptoms of
cancer, AIDS, multiple sclerosis, pain, glaucoma, epilepsy, and other conditions. They cite dozens of
peer-reviewed studies, prominent medical organizations, major government reports, and the use of
marijuana as medicine throughout world history.
Opponents of medical marijuana argue that it is too dangerous to use, lacks FDA-approval, and that
various legal drugs make marijuana use unnecessary. They say marijuana is addictive, leads to harder
drug use, interferes with fertility, impairs driving ability, and injures the lungs, immune system, and brain.
They say that medical marijuana is a front for drug legalization and recreational use….
www.parl.gc.ca/37/1/parlbus/commbus ...In 1860, the first American Governmental Commission study of
cannabis and health was conducted. Dr. R. R. M‘Meens reported the findings of the Commission to the
Ohio State Medical Society... found that, - Cannabis effects are less intense than opium, and the
secretions are not so much suppressed by it. Digestion is not disturbed; the appetite rather increases; the
whole effect of hemp being less violent, and producing a more natural sleep, without interfering with the
actions of the internal organs, it is certainly often preferable to opium, although it is not equal to that drug
in strength and reliability.
Up until the early 1890‘s doctors continued to find cannabis valuable for treatment of various forms of
neuralgia especially treating migraine attacks, epilepsy, depression and sometimes for asthma and
dysmenorrhoea. Some doctors such as H.A. Hare also recommended cannabis to subdue restlessness and
anxiety and distract a patient‘s mind in terminal illness. Dr. Hare believed cannabis was as effective a
pain reliever as opium.
However, the 1890‘s also found some doctors suggesting that the potency of cannabis preparations was
too variable, and individual responses to orally ingested cannabis seemed erratic and unpredictable.‘
‗Cannabis Indica has fallen considerably in the estimation of the profession, both in the old country and in
this, due no doubt to its variability and often noticeable uncertainty of action.‘
In addition, since the invention of the hypodermic syringe in the 1850‘s, there was an increased use of
opiates and soluble drugs that could be injected for faster pain relief. Cannabis was difficult to be
administered by injection because it is highly insoluble. Chemically stable drugs such as aspirin, chloral
hydrate and barbiturates were also developed at the end of the 19th century. And while barbiturates were
found to be quite dangerous, and many people died from aspirin induced bleeding, cannabis continued to
fall out of practice as a medicine.
Simultaneously, as cannabis began to fall out of practice as a medicinal drug, its use as a recreational
hallucinogen was realized in the United States. In 1916, Puerto Rican Soldiers and Americans stationed
in the Panama Canal Zone were reported to have been using marijuana, and military authorities did not
enforce its disuse because they did not feel it was as harmful as drinking alcohol. But medical experts
began to ‗consider cannabis as a narcotic, implying the dangers of overdose and habit‘, and saw it as an
aphrodisiac, adding sexual excitement or uncontrollability to its detriments.
In 1915 California became the first state to make it illegal to possess cannabis. By the 1920‘s marijuana
had become a major ‗underground drug‘...
carrollgardens.patch.com…Fields of Cannabis in Old Brooklyn …In Brooklyn, Cannabis Plants Once
Grew As High As Christmas Trees…
Ben Gocker, a librarian at the Brooklyn Public Library, recently uncovered an intriguing chapter in the
borough's not-too-distant past. In the early fifties, Cannabis sativa plants apparently grew tall enough to
hang ornaments on for the holidays. They grew in empty lots from Avenue X to the banks of the Newton
Creek as well as around the Gowanus Canal. Of course, the fifties was a more innocent time. Many
residents didn't realize what was growing in their own backyards. In their attempt to wipe out the native

green, officials warned residents, ―If you spot these leaves in your back yard, growing in a tall, erect stalk,
you have a budding marijuana crop on tap and the Sanitation Department would like to know about it.‖ In
the summer of 1951, sanitation workers dug up and incinerated 41,000 pounds of marijuana from 274 lots
around New York.
Well, the fifties weren't that innocent. At the time, downtown Brooklyn also had its share of illegal
growers. In one case, a band of farmers grew a 300-pound patch in the middle of the building site for the
new Civic Center, and in another empty lot on Butler Street (that's now an apartment building), city police
removed a 100-pound crop.

"Victoria", the United States' first legal medical marijuana plant grown by The Wo/Men's Alliance for
Medical Marijuana. ….Cannabis Indica fluid extract, American Druggists Syndicate, pre-1937.
Modern history…An Irish physician, William Brooke O'Shaughnessy, is credited with introducing the
therapeutic use of cannabis to Western medicine. He was Assistant-Surgeon and Professor of Chemistry
at the Medical College of Calcutta, and conducted a cannabis experiment in the 1830s, first testing his
preparations on animals, then administering them to patients in order to help treat muscle spasms,
stomach cramps or general pain.

An advertisement for cannabis americana distributed by a pharmacist in New York in 1917.
Cannabis as a medicine became common throughout much of the Western world by the 19th century. It
was used as the primary pain reliever until the invention of aspirin. Modern medical and scientific inquiry
began with doctors like O'Shaughnessy and Moreau de Tours, who used it to treat melancholia and
migraines, and as a sleeping aid, analgesic and anticonvulsant.
By the time the United States banned cannabis in a federal law, the 1937 Marijuana Tax Act, the plant
was no longer extremely popular. Skepticism about cannabis arose in response to the bill. The situation
was exacerbated by the stereotypes promoted by the media, that the drug was used primarily by Mexican
and African immigrants. Later in the century, researchers investigating methods of detecting cannabis
intoxication discovered that smoking the drug reduced intraocular pressure. In 1973 physician Tod H.
Mikuriya reignited the debate concerning cannabis as medicine when he published "Marijuana Medical
Papers". High intraocular pressure causes blindness in glaucoma patients, so he hypothesized that using
the drug could prevent blindness… Many Vietnam War veterans also found that the drug prevented
muscle spasms caused by spinal injuries suffered in battle. Later medical use focused primarily on its role
in preventing the wasting syndromes and chronic loss of appetite associated with chemotherapy and
AIDS, along with a variety of rare muscular and skeletal disorders.
Later, in the 1970s, a synthetic version of THC was produced and approved for use in the United States as
the drug Marinol. It was delivered as a capsule, to be swallowed. Patients complained that the violent
nausea associated with chemotherapy made swallowing capsules difficult. Further, along with ingested

cannabis, capsules are harder to dose-titrate accurately than smoked cannabis because their onset of action
is so much slower. Smoking has remained the route of choice for many patients because its onset of
action provides almost immediate relief from symptoms and because that fast onset greatly simplifies
titration. For these reasons, and because of the difficulties arising from the way cannabinoids are
metabolized after being ingested, oral dosing is probably the least satisfactory route for cannabis
administration. Relatedly, some studies have indicated that at least some of the beneficial effects that
cannabis can provide may derive from synergy among the multiplicity of cannabinoids and other
chemicals present in the dried plant material. Such synergy is, by definition, impossible with respect to
the use of single-cannabinoid drugs like Marinol.
During the 1970s and 1980s, six U.S. states' health departments performed studies on the use of medical
cannabis. These are widely considered some of the most useful and pioneering studies on the subject.
Voters in eight states showed their support for cannabis prescriptions or recommendations given by
physicians between 1996 and 1999, including Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Maine, Michigan,
Nevada, Oregon, and Washington, going against policies of the federal government.
In May 2001, ‗The Chronic Cannabis Use in the Compassionate Investigational New Drug Program: An
Examination of Benefits and Adverse Effects of Legal Clinical Cannabis‘ (Russo, Mathre, Byrne et al.)
was completed. This three-day examination of major body functions of four of the five living US federal
cannabis patients found ‗mild pulmonary changes‘ in two patients. On October 7, 2003, a patent entitled
‗Cannabinoids as Antioxidants and Neuroprotectants‘- www.patentstorm.us/patents/6630507/fulltext.html
(#6,630,507) - was awarded to the United States Department of Health and Human Services, based on
research done at the National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH), and the National Institute of
Neurological Disorders and Stroke (NINDS). This patent claims that cannabinoids are - ‗useful in the
treatment and prophylaxis of wide variety of oxidation associated diseases, such as ischemic, age-related,
inflammatory and autoimmune diseases. The cannabinoids are found to have particular application as
neuroprotectants, for example in limiting neurological damage following ischemic insults, such as stroke
and trauma, or in the treatment of neurodegenerative diseases, such as Alzheimer's disease, Parkinson's
disease and HIV dementia‘.
National and international regulations…Cannabis is in Schedule IV of the United Nations´ Single
Convention on Narcotic Drugs, making it subject to special restrictions. Article 2 provides for the
following, in reference to Schedule IV drugs:
A Party shall, if in its opinion the prevailing conditions in its country render it the most appropriate
means of protecting the public health and welfare, prohibit the production, manufacture, export and
import of, trade in, possession or use of any such drug except for amounts which may be necessary for
medical and scientific research only, including clinical trials therewith to be conducted under or subject
to the direct supervision and control of the Party.
The convention thus allows countries to outlaw cannabis for all non-research purposes but lets nations
choose to allow medical and scientific purposes if they believe total prohibition is not the most
appropriate means of protecting health and welfare. The convention requires that states that permit the
production or use of medical cannabis must operate a licensing system for all cultivators,manufacturers
and distributors and ensure that the total cannabis market of the state shall not exceed that required ‗for
medical and scientific purposes‘.
http://www.siu.edu/~ebl/ … By Ernest G. Walker Jr. … Looking back, the polytypic concept of Cannabis
dates to 1783 when Lamarck published an account of Cannabis indica in his Encyclopedia, (Volume 1),
and fully contrasted it with the account of C. sativa (Emboden, 1974). Many species have been proposed
or claimed over the years, but have been later found to be identical to existing plants. The three species
now widely accepted are C. sativa, C. indica, and C. ruderalis. Cannabis sativa is very tall, loosely
branched, and the branches are remotely positioned from one another. On the other hand, C. indica is lowgrowing and densely branched, with more compact branches and with a tendency to be more conical or

pyramidal in habit. Compared to other plants, C. ruderalis is small and slightly branched. However, the
cannabolic content is highest in C. indica (Schultes, 1975).
Cannabis plants are comprised of both staminate and pistillate plants. The female produces large amounts
of seed, and the male produces pollen. The staminate plants generally are shorter in height than the
pistillate. The differences between these two necessitates two periods of harvesting. The first harvest is
around mid-August when the male plants are pulled. The second harvest of female plants is a little later
when the seeds are ripe (Steam, 1975).
Cannabis sativa, C. indica, and C. ruderalis are some of the scientific names that have been applied to the
hemp plant. Marihuana, the product of C. sativa, has numerous slang names. These names have resulted
from various groups of people developing a cryptic language between the members of their group to tell
who uses this drug and who does not. This lingo reflects the values, habits, fears, and attitudes of the user
group. However, like all slang, marihuana lingo is forever changing since after a time all terms become
common to the everyday public. Slang terms are not only related to the drug user's culture, they can also
relate to various uses of the plant. Most of these terms refer to the use of the marihuana plant as an
important source of fiber. Some have to do with criminal activities (Abel, 1982).
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legal_and_medical_status_of_cannabis
Cannabis is in Schedule IV of the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, making it subject to special
restrictions. Article 2 provides for the following, in reference to Schedule IV drugs:
A Party shall, if in its opinion the prevailing conditions in its country render it the most appropriate
means of protecting the public health and welfare, prohibit the production, manufacture, export and
import of, trade in, possession or use of any such drug except for amounts which may be necessary for
medical and scientific research only, including clinical trials therewith to be conducted under or subject
to the direct supervision and control of the Party.
This provision, while apparently providing for the limitation of cannabis to research purposes only, also
seems to allow some latitude for nations to make their own judgments. The official Commentary on the
Single Convention indicates that Parties are expected to make that judgment in good faith.
Albania…In spite of laws prohibiting growing and possessing cannabis, enforcement has been virtually
none. There have been fewer than ten arrests in five years.
Australia… After politicians in the Australian Capital Territory voted to allow doctors to determine when
cannabis was appropriate for their patients, intense lobbying by the federal government resulted in the
legislation being overturned.
In May 2003 the then Premier of New South Wales, Mr. Bob Carr, promised patients a four-year trial into
the medical uses of cannabis - but little to no action was taken.
Northern Territory, Western Australia and ACT use of Cannabis is decriminalized.
Austria …Both Δ9-THC and pharmaceutical preparations containing Δ 9-THC are listed in annex IV of the
Austrian Narcotics Decree (Suchtgiftverordnung). Compendial formulations are manufactured upon
prescription according to the German Neues Rezeptur-Formularium.
On July 9, 2008 the Austrian Parliament approved cannabis cultivation for scientific and medical uses.
Cannabis cultivation is controlled by the Austrian Agency for Health and Food Safety (Österreichische
Agentur für Gesundheit und Ernährungssicherheit, AGES).
Belgium …Though the drug is still illegal, the Belgian government has recently initiated trials to
determine the effectiveness of medical cannabis, and may soon decriminalize possession of small
amounts. Anyone in possession of up to three grams of cannabis will get a verbal warning but may keep
his/her cannabis.
Cameroon …Growing cannabis for any reason is illegal, though AIDS and cancer patients are allowed to
use the drug to treat their symptoms.
Canada …In Hitzig v. Canada (2003), a court again declared Canada's Marihuana Medical Access
Regulations unconstitutional - ‗in not allowing seriously ill Canadians to use marihuana because there is
no legal source of supply of the drug‘. In effect, this means that Canadians cannot be prosecuted for using

marijuana medically because the Marihuana Medical Access Regulations gives patients the right to do so,
but does not set up any legal apparatus for obtaining cannabis.
Back in July 2000, in the ‗Parker-decision‘ (epileptic Terry Parker), another judge had made a declaration
of invalidity of Canada's drug laws as they relate to the "simple possession" of marijuana due to the lack
of a reasonable exemption from the law for medicinal use. The Canadian government was given one year
(a suspension of the declaration of invalidity) to remedy the situation, and created the Marihuana Medical
Access Regulations. These regulations have been repeatedly deemed unconstitutional in a series of court
decisions including ‗Hitzig‘.
In a similar case based upon these decisions, lawyer Brian McAllister argued on behalf of a sixteen-yearold that because the Canadian government, after setting up the MMAR, never reenacted the relevant
section of the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act, Canada effectively has no prosecutable laws
prohibiting the "simple possession" of any amount of cannabis.
Representatives of the United States federal government have claimed that decriminalizing cannabis in
Canada may disrupt border trade and relations between the two countries; many Canadians believe that
this remains the primary obstacle to decriminalization in Canada.
Canada produces about 400 kg of medical cannabis annually. From 2002 until 2009 the marihuana was
produced in an abandoned mine in Flin Flon, Manitoba. On April 19, 2005, the Canadian government
additionally licensed the prescription sale of a natural marijuana extract - effectively liquid marijuana called Sativex.
The federal department Health Canada now provides detailed advice (for its own citizens), including not
only the medical information needed to make an informed choice, but the law enforcement aspects, and
how to apply for authorization to possess marijuana for medical purposes. There is also information that
may be of help to the patient's health professional.
Croatia …Illegal to possess, buy or sell any amount of cannabis. Criminal punishment, and if a person is
found guilty, can be jailed up to three years. Also, a person will be charged for infraction with fines up to
€700. In practice, a person won't be charged for criminal activity if the amount is less than 1 g, but the
infraction charge will occur.
Germany… Consumption is legal, possession of small amounts is treated differently between federal
states. In many cases possession of less than 5 g Cannabis herb or resin is not prosecuted.
Dronabinol was rescheduled 1994 from annex I to annex II of the German Narcotics Law
(Betäubungsmittelgesetz) in order to ease research; in 1998 dronabinol was rescheduled from annex II to
annex III and since then has been available by prescription, whereas Δ 9-THC is still listed in annex I.
Manufacturing instructions for dronabinol containing compendial formulations are described in the Neues
Rezeptur-Formularium.
Honduras …Use is illegal for both medical and recreational use and severe punishments are predicted in
the law. Despite this however, enforcement for consumption is lax.
Ireland …Under Irish law cannabis is not recognised as having any medical benefits. The most recent
Misuse of Drugs (Designation) Order (S.I. No. 69/1998) lists cannabis, cannabis resin, cannabinol and its
derivatives as schedule 1 drugs under the Misuse of Drugs Acts of 1977 and 1984. As a consequence
manufacture, production, preparation, sale, supply, distribution and possession of cannabis is unlawful for
any purpose, except under licence from the Minister for Health. A licence can be granted under section 13
of the 1977 act for the purpose of research, forensic analysis, or in respect of the use of the drug as an
essential intermediate or starting material in an industrial manufacturing process. As recently as 2003 the
Irish Medicines Board (under the Control of Clinical Trials Acts 1987 and 1990) granted permission to
GW Pharmaceuticals for trials in Irish medical institutions for the use of a cannabis-based medicinal
extract in controlling cancer and multiple sclerosis related pain. The licenses were granted by the
Department of Health to allow trials in a county Cork hospice and Waterford Regional Hospital.
The gardaí (Irish police) have a level of discretion when dealing with recreational cannabis users. To
procure a conviction any cannabis seized has to be sent for analysis to the Garda Forensic Science
Laboratory. This, along with the time needed to process the arrest, means that individual gardaí may
decide not to arrest for small amounts, but the drug will be seized and the name of the individual will be

taken. Possession of cannabis is an arrest-able offence and in 2003, 53 per cent of all drug seizures and 70
per cent of all drug-related prosecutions were for cannabis. Trafficking or possession with intent to
supply, are serious offences under Irish law.
On being brought to court, the penalties for possession are outlined as follows: First offence: On summary
conviction, to a fine not exceeding €381, or on conviction on indictment, to a fine not exceeding €635.
Second offence: On summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding €508, or on conviction on indictment, to
a fine not exceeding €1,269. Third or subsequent offence: On summary conviction, to a fine not
exceeding €1,269 or, at the discretion of the court, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding twelve
months, or to both the fine and the imprisonment, or on conviction on indictment, to a fine of such
amount as the court considers appropriate or, at the discretion of the court, to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding three years, or to both the fine and the imprisonment. There is no law against possession or sale
of cannabis seeds, however growing cannabis, even for its medicinal benefits by genuine sufferers is often
treated harshly by the courts.
Israel …A small number of people have been granted special permission to use cannabis for medical uses
by the Health Ministry.
In 2004, the Israeli military began using THC, the active ingredient in cannabis for experimental
treatment of posttraumatic stress disorder of soldiers.
Jamaica …Cannabis possession remains illegal, though enforcement is scarce. A recent panel
recommended legalizing possession for adults for medical use.
Japan ...All THC-producing forms of cannabis have been illegal since 1948, when the occupying forces of
the United States enacted the Hemp Control Law after World War II.
Luxembourg …In Luxembourg the law passed in April 2001 decriminalizes cannabis consumption, as
well as its possession for personal use. The law classifies substances into two categories: A (other
substances under control) and B (cannabis).
The use of cannabis is illicit but the punishment will not include prison sentences. Thus, a cannabis user
may be sentenced to pay a fine (€250 – €2,500). However, prison sentences from eight days to six months
can still be applied, if cannabis use happens in front of minors, in schools, or at the workplace. Penalties
increase up to two years of imprisonment in case of adults using cannabis with minors, and up to five
years in case of medical doctors or pharmacists using cannabis in specific settings (e.g. prison, school,
social services). Additionally, use or possession, acquisition, and transport for personal use of illicit
substance(s) other than cannabis incurs between eight days to six months imprisonment and/or a fine of
€250 – €2,500; Nevertheless, between one and five years imprisonment and/or a fine of €500 –
€1,250,000 are foreseen in case of illicit cultivation, production, fabrication, extract, import, export, sale,
and offer of type A and B drugs.
Mozambique …Cannabis is widely grown and tolerated. Possession is technically illegal but possession
of small amounts can lead to a small fine in the worst case when a user is smoking in public, but most
often the user is warned to use cannabis in a private area.
Netherlands …Cannabis has been available for recreational use in coffee shops since 1976. Thus it has
also been available without a prescription for medical uses. In addition, since 2003 it is a legal
prescription drug known as "Mediwiet", available at the pharmacy. There it costs more than in the coffee
shop: ca. €9 per gram. It is important to note that laws remain on the books classifying possession and
sale as illegal, but due to a non-enforcement policy, it has been de facto legalized.
New Zealand …Former Health Minister Annette King has stated that she is not "unsympathetic to using
cannabis in a medicinal form, but that's different to saying we should let everybody smoke it." Her
official position is that more conclusive studies are needed, and a method of regulating dosage is
necessary before she support medical access to cannabis.
Scott David Findlay, a paraplegic, was convicted of cannabis charges. The judge, Robert Spear (Dunedin
District Court) offered to allow community service instead of imprisonment, but Findlay does not
recognize the validity of New Zealand's cannabis laws and would not perform community service. Judge
Spear claimed this was a "hollow protest" that he was nonetheless allowed to make, and sentenced him to
three months imprisonment.

On the 15th of June, 2006, Green MP Metiria Turei had her Misuse of Drugs (Medicinal Cannabis)
Amendment Bill drawn from the ballot but it was defeated on the first reading. [11]
Norway… Possession and cultivation of any THC substance is illegal and even small amounts can lead to
heavy fines or jail. There is, of course, a black market, and even some semi-organized pot rings for
medicinal purposes.
Portugal… Since 2001, possession of any drug for personal use has been decriminalized, though sale and
trafficking are still criminal offenses. One can still be arrested and fined for using cannabis in public, or
be accused of drug trafficking if in possession of more than 25 grams.
Spain …In October 2005, the autonomous government in the region of Catalonia launched a program of
therapeutical use of Sativex for 600 patients of a wide set of illnesses, from multiple sclerosis to cancer, in
order to avoid nauseas or to relax tense muscles. The project involves six hospitals, forty researchers and
sixty drugstores. The product is presented as an atomizer to be taken orally, and it will be delivered at
drugstores inside some hospitals. The full text of the research initiative can be seen here, in Catalan, from
the Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona.
South Africa… Prof. Frances Ames completed her research in 1958(a rather outdated study). The full text
of the study can be seen here. Further medical research is currently being performed by the University of
the Western Cape by Dr John Thomas.
Sweden …Cannabis has no officially recognized medical usage and medical use is not seen as an
extenuating circumstance. Rather the opposite, in a case that draw some attention in the national press
involving a multiple sclerosis patient, the disease and that she stated that cannabis helped her where rather
seen as an aggravated circumstance by the court. The court argued in the verdict that she lacked
motivation to stop using the drug and therefore gave her an unconditioned jail sentence, although she as a
first-time offender regularly would have been given a suspended sentence or a fine.
The Medical Products Agency reports that no drugs containing cannabinoids are available, although they
can have beneficial effects on symptoms like neuralgia.[14]
Switzerland …Though all possession and cultivation remains illegal in all parts of the country, coffee
shops can still be found in Bienne and Interlaken. On the whole, people possessing small doses are very
rarely prosecuted …
Thailand… Cannabis is illegal in Thailand. Even so, large numbers of cannabis consumers continue to be
reported, probably due to the ease of growing marijuana.
United Kingdom …In 1999, a House of Lords inquiry recommended that cannabis be made available with
a doctor's prescription. Though the government of the U.K. has not accepted the recommendations, new
long-term clinical trials have been authorized. Sometimes juries have returned verdicts of "not guilty" for
people charged with marijuana possession for medical use though there are many people in jail for the
offence of possession, cultivation or supplying medical marijuana.
In 2003, the U.K. company GW Pharmaceuticals, which has been granted the exclusive licence to
cultivate cannabis for medicinal trials, had hopes of obtaining regulatory approval for the manufacture
and sale of a cannabis-based medicine in the United Kingdom starting in 2004. Such approval has not yet
been forthcoming. In April 2005, however, its Sativex marijuana extract, which is produced in the United
Kingdom, was licensed for prescription sale in Canada. Although it is not similarly licensed in the United
Kingdom, it can be imported, back to the United Kingdom from Canada, for named-patient prescription
use. (Named-patient prescription is a prescription process which registers the patient's name with the
Home Office.)
House of Commons have confirmed that if you are a UK resident then you are not allowed to bring it into
the country, not even for personal medical use under the Schengen Agreement. - see UKCIA.
United States
As a Schedule I drug under the federal Controlled Substances Act of 1970, marijuana (cannabis) is
considered to have "no accepted medical use" and is illegal for any reason, with the exception of FDAapproved research programs. The Act allows mis-controlled substances to be reclassified by petition by
any member of the public, but federal agencies have so far denied each such petition on behalf of
cannabis.

A successful ‗medical necessity‘ defense by patient Robert Randall led the FDA to create an
‗Investigational New Drug Program‘, which provides medical cannabis grown under a NIDA contract at
the Research Institute for Pharmaceutical Science at the University of Mississippi to a small number of
patients since 1978. The program was closed to new patients in 1992 when many AIDS patients applied.
Six living patients continue to receive federal marijuana, including, since 1983, Irvin Rosenfeld (for bone
spurs), a 52-year-old stockbroker who has been featured in numerous print articles and on the Penn &
Teller: Bullshit! cable television series; Elvy Musikka (for glaucoma); and George McMahon (who
authored Prescription Pot, a book detailing the federal program, which contains the only existing medical
study performed on legal patients). The marijuana is grown on a farm at the University of Mississippi in
Oxford and each person receives 300 doses a month. These patients are required by the U. S. Government
to smoke the marijuana through a "rolled paper tube" (not ingesting or using pipes or vaporizers). Patients
and their doctors report significant medical benefits from their use of marijuana.
There is a split between the U. S. federal and many state governments over medical marijuana policy. On
June 6, 2005, the Supreme Court, in Gonzales v. Raich, ruled in a 6-3 decision that Congress has the right
to outlaw medicinal cannabis, thus subjecting all patients to federal prosecution even in states where the
treatment is legalized. Currently, there are at least thirteen states with medical marijuana laws in effect on
the books: Alaska, Arizona (the newest State to pass legislation), California, Colorado, Hawaii, Maine,
Michigan, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Rhode Island, Vermont, New Jersey and
Washington. Maryland's law does not legalize possession of medical cannabis, but rather makes it a nonincarcerable offense with a maximum penalty of a $100 fine. The case brought into tension two themes of
the Rehnquist court: the limits it has imposed on the federal government and the latitude it has afforded
law enforcement officers. Joining Justice John Paul Stevens's majority decision were Justices Anthony
Kennedy, David Souter, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, and Stephen Breyer. Justice Antonin Scalia wrote
separately to say he agreed with the result, though not the majority's reasoning. Chief Justice William
Rehnquist and Justices Sandra Day O'Connor and Clarence Thomas dissented.
DEA and NIDA opposition prevented any scientific studies of medical marijuana for more than a decade,
but in the 1990s, activists and doctors were energized by seeing marijuana help dying AIDS patients. A
study of smoked marijuana at the University of California, San Francisco, under Dr. Donald Abrams was
approved after five years. Further research followed, particularly due to a ten million dollar research
appropriation by the California legislature. The University of California coordinates this research.
However, there are still significant barriers, unique among Schedule I substances, to conducting medical
marijuana research in the US. Many years of work remain before sufficient research could be approved
and conducted to meet the FDA's standards for approving marijuana as a new prescription medicine.
Public opinion surveys find most Americans support legalization of medical marijuana, even as they
reject broader legalization of the drug. A November 2003 Gallup survey found 75% said they would favor
use of marijuana under a doctor's prescription, but nearly two-thirds rejected full legalization. While
Congress has consistently rejected legislation to allow medical use of marijuana, 33 states and the District
of Columbia have authorized it in some form. Most require that it be ‗prescribed‘, which is problematic
when federal agencies control doctors' power to prescribe. Twelve states have made laws which permit
doctors to instead ‗recommend‘ marijuana, starting with California Proposition 215 (1996). The most
recent such state was Rhode Island on January 3, 2006, when its state legislature overturned a
gubernatorial veto of a bill legalizing medical marijuana. In 2004, Montana legalized medical marijuana
by a statewide referendum. Hawaii, Maine and Maryland have legalized medical marijuana by legislative
action, and the California legislature expanded patient protections in 2003. District of Columbia voters
also passed several medical marijuana initiatives, but Congress first denied the funds to count the vote,
then when that was declared unconstitutional, voted to overturn the initiative. Even in these states, law
enforcement agencies and individual officers sometimes continue to arrest users. For example, the official
position of the California Narcotics Officers Association is that medical marijuana activists "misled" the
public which voted to change the law. Legal and social support groups such as Americans for Safe Access
have sprung up in defense.

Sale of medical marijuana is illegal or barely legal, even in states where patients have the right to grow or
use it, due to public confusion between dispensaries and ‗drug dealers‘. However, medical marijuana
dispensaries have been established in many locations, particularly in California, where they work openly
with local government officials to resolve any difficulties. Many offer social services, medical
consultations, and support groups as well as medicine. The first such dispensary, known as the Cannabis
Buyers Club (CBC), was opened by Dennis Peron in February, 1994. The club operated openly in San
Francisco for years, even before medical marijuana was legalized. Local police and politicians did not
want to be seen arresting suffering AIDS patients, or denying them any medicine that could help them.
This gay community activism led directly to the ‗Compassionate Use Act‘ medical marijuana initiative,
California Proposition 215 (1996), which voters approved.
Washington State Initiative 692, passed by the voters in 1998, also authorizes the medical use of
marijuana. On November 2, 2004, the voters of Ann Arbor, Michigan passed a similar resolution with
74% approval. In early 2005, Rhode Island's legislature was the first to legalize medical marijuana. Such
an act was not sent to the voters.
In NYC, in 2001, well known local activist Kenny Toglia…achieved a significant victory for medical
cannabis when charges against him were dropped in the infamous ‗marijuana cookie case‘. Kenny Toglia
in 2001 was involved in a historic drug policy case involving medical marijuana in NYS. He was arrested
at ‗University of the Streets‘, a locally owned black community center on the corner of Tompkins Square
at East 7th Street, with more than a pound of marijuana. Ultimately, all charges against him were
dismissed following his complaint that the arresting officers had consumed a number of oatmeal cookies
laced with marijuana which had been intended for use by patients with AIDS suffering from wasting
syndrome. The events following his arrest led to the issue becoming important in the NYS gubernatorial
campaign, and subsequently turned the statewide political tide in favor of the issue.
Although the DEA states that they ‗don't target sick and dying people‘, federal arrests of medical
marijuana users and suppliers continue. Close to thirty federal criminal cases about medical marijuana are
pending. Several jurisdictions, including Oakland, California and San Mateo County, California have
announced plans to distribute medical marijuana to patients.
Ed Rosenthal, author of dozens of books on marijuana cultivation, grew small "starter" plants for patients
on behalf of the city government of Oakland. He was convicted in federal court of manufacturing
marijuana, by a jury which was never told that his marijuana was for medical patients. Shortly after the
trial, eight of the fourteen jurors (and alternates) who convicted him called a press conference and
denounced their verdict, arguing that the trial was not fair because the evidence that Rosenthal was
growing marijuana for medical use, working on behalf of the city, and was told by DEA agents and city
officials that he was immune to prosecution, was all suppressed by the judge as "irrelevant under federal
law". The jury discovered the real facts by reading newspapers, within hours after delivering their
verdict. As a result of the intense public scrutiny, Rosenthal was given the most lenient possible sentence only one day - since they had already found him guilty and could not change their verdict. He is
appealing his felony conviction, and the federal government is appealing the short sentence.
The late Peter McWilliams, a vocal supporter of medical cannabis who is terminally ill with AIDS and
cancer, was arrested by the DEA and convicted for violating federal marijuana laws. Even as he vomited
repeatedly during court proceedings, McWilliams was not allowed by the federal judge to explain his
condition or its connection to the charges against him. His mother's house had been used to collateralize
the bond on which he was allowed to remain free pending sentencing, a condition of which was that he
refrain from using cannabis. Prior to his death, McWilliams stated… The federal prosecutor personally
called my mother to tell her that if I was found with even a trace of medical marijuana, her house would
be taken away.
Richard Cowan and many other critics of U. S. drug policies have described his death as murder by the
federal government, insofar as they denied him the use of the medical cannabis which might have
prevented his death.
The federal government of the United States continues to argue that smoked cannabis has no recognized
medical purpose (pointing to a definition of ‗medical purpose‘ published by the DEA, not the Food and

Drug Administration, the National Institutes of Health, the Centers for Disease Control, or the office of
the U. S. Surgeon General and the U. S. Public Health Service) -- many officials point to the difficulty of
regulating dosage (a problem for treatment as well as research) despite the availability (in Canada and the
U. K.) of dosage-controlled Sativex. The United States has also pressured other governments (especially
Canada, with which it shares a largely open border) to retain restrictions on marijuana.
The most recently added state to those with decriminalization status is Massachusetts. On November 4,
2008, Massachusetts Ballot question #2 passed. This question was for the decriminalization of possession
of an ounce or less for personal use. In Massachusetts, it passed at almost a 2:1 ratio.
Uruguay …Consumption of Cannabis is legal and not criminalized. It is illegal to possess more than 25
grams of cannabis. Planting and dealing are considered crimes. Recently the Frente Amplio Party has
shown certain tendencies towards legalization and assuming a policy similar to that of the Netherlands.
The previous government of Jorge Batlle (Colorado party) had proposed full legalization of drugs,
including traffic, possession and distribution, but the proposal did not receive sufficient political support
to be carried through, recently the new president ‗El pepe Mujica‘ has shown certain acceptance towards
the legalization of growth of cannabis for personal use only…

3 LEGAL
www.parl.gc.ca/37/1/parlbus ...As anthropologists and historians have revealed, cultural traditions,
climatic differences, medicinal practices, as well as historical, political, legal and economic forces play a
large part in the type of role cannabis has in different societies and cultures. This creates marked cultural
differences in uses of the plant as well as the context of its use. For instance, many cultural groups from
around the world believe that the smoking of marijuana is a valuable means of relaxation, introspection,
and sociability while other cultural groups believe that marijuana has the immediate effect of producing a
burst of energy sufficient for completing laborious tasks. The realization that cannabis plays significantly
different roles in various cultures is of great significance ... throughout the world with varying cultural
values regarding cannabis. Recognizing different cultural usages of cannabis is challenging ... However
such an understanding is important not only for gaining insight into why the cannabis issue has come to a
boiling point ... but also for informing future policy developments on cannabis...
To begin, this paper gives a brief description of the historical origins of the cultural psychoactive uses of
cannabis. ...This is a discussion of the various cultural uses of cannabis in regions such as India, Africa,
Brazil and Jamaica...North American and ... Canadian cultural context of the use of the cannabis plant,
including an examination for ... psychoactive purposes until the middle of the 20 th century.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cannabis_(drug-Cannabis)… Cannabis, also known as marijuana (sometimes
spelled ‗marihuana’) among many other names, refers to any number of preparations of the Cannabis
plant intended for use as a psychoactive drug or for medicinal purposes. … According to the United
Nations, cannabis ‗is the most widely used illicit substance in the world‘.
Cannabis use has been found to have occurred as long ago as the 3rd millennium BC. In modern times,
the drug has been used for recreational, religious or spiritual, and medicinal purposes. The UN estimated
that in 2004 about 4% of the world's adult population (162 million people) use cannabis annually, and
about 0.6% (22.5 million) use it on a daily basis. The possession, use, or sale of cannabis preparations
containing psychoactive cannabinoids became illegal in most parts of the world in the early 20th century.
www.parl.gc.ca/37/1/parlbus/commbus ......Leah Spicer...12 April 2002…Presently, in some countries
this intoxicating resin is illegal. Yet, in other countries the use of cannabis is tolerated (e.g. Netherlands).
These wandering legalities of cannabis are not rootless, and can be best understood with cultural and
historical perspectives in mind.
http://www.siu.edu/~ebl/ … By Ernest G. Walker, Jr. …du Cannabis: The Hemp Plant…
Probably one of the oldest plants known to man, Cannabis was cultivated for fiber, food, and medicine
thousands of years before it became the ‗superstar’ of the drug culture (Schultes, 1973). Cannabis, as it
turns out, not only has many usages, but has been employed in various ways by different cultures.
Linnaeus first classified Cannabis sativa in 1753 as a monotypic species (i.e., one of its kind with respect
to its genus). Now, however, this question with regard to the lack of diversity of the genus has come
under fire. Richard Evan Schultes proposed a polytypic classification in 1974. Many questions still
remain about Cannabis.
Is there one species of Cannabis or are there several or more? Many scientists have argued that the genus
is monotypic. Indeed, even the Federal government and at least a dozen states have enacted marihuana
laws that are based upon the assumption that the genus consists of only a single species, C. sativa. Others,
on the other hand, believe the genus is comprised of many species. For example, Russian students in the
1920's and 1930's claimed that there were at least a dozen species of Cannabis. At the time, the Russian
views were not widely accepted. However, in the late 1960's scientists began to accept the idea that there
were more than one species, and more investigations were initiated.
http://www.herbs2000.com/herbs …marijuana seed oil …As the oil extracted from marijuana seeds
contains substantial amount of essential fatty acids (EFAs), like the linseed oil, it was also used in paint.

When the EFAs come in contact with oxygen the reaction leads to the formation of a dehydrated thin
coating. The oil is beneficial when painting items made from wood or other materials as they form a
tremendously tough coating over these materials and protect them from degeneration by wind, water, salt
water as well as sunlight. The coating formed with the marijuana seed oil also retards the corrosion of
these materials when left open to the forces of the weather. Interestingly, long before electricity was
exploit to generate light, marijuana seed oil was also used to light up lamps.
Incidentally, the account regarding the use of marijuana seed oil in foods and that of flax is quite
comparable. To be used in food, the flax seed oils needed to be acquired from fresh seeds and it was
important to use up the substance within two weeks of manufacture as there wasn‘t any superior
technology to prepare the oil or any refrigeration system to store it for long. In fact, obtaining oil from
marijuana seeds is a more difficult process than acquiring flax oil simply because the marijuana seeds are
comparatively tougher to be crushed by machinery. Nevertheless, the oil obtained from the marijuana
seeds has been found to be one of the more balanced or stable EFA oils offered by nature. This is owing
to the fact that the oil processed from the marijuana seeds not only comprises the right percentage of
EFAs that makes it suitable for long-term use, but also because it also encloses GLA.
It may, however, be mentioned here that obtaining marijuana seeds is relatively hard as it needs to be
imported from China, India or Europe where the plant is cultivated without using chemicals to kill pests.
…Unfortunately, all the good features and its commercial prospective notwithstanding, cultivation of
marijuana have been banned in North America. However, the oil extracted from marijuana seeds and the
steamed seeds of the plant are considered legal in the continent. The governments in North America have
also considers the marijuana fiber, cloth and rope to be legal. At the same time, all marijuana seeds that
can be sprouted are considered illegal as people may misuse them to grow marijuana plants. All such
precautions have been initiated because the marijuana leaves and flowers contain traces of the drug
tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) - the chief vigorous amalgam found in cannabis.
www.sciencedaily.com/articles… Marijuana and hemp are different breeds of the same plant…but
marijuana contains much more THC than hemp, which is a source of industrial fibre and nutritious oil.
Hemp was raised for its fibre - which is similar to cotton but more durable - in the United States until
legislation outlawed all Cannabis plants because they contain THC. Today, marijuana contains as much as
25 percent THC, whereas hemp plants contain less than 0.3 percent.
Hemp was once a popular crop in the upper Midwest because it tolerates a cool climate and marginal soils
that won't support other crops but, after drug legislation, hemp fibre was replaced by plastic and other
alternatives. Recent popular demand for hemp products has led some states to consider the economic and
environmental benefits of hemp. North Dakota legislation aims to reintroduce it as a crop, and Minnesota
is considering similar legislation. At the same time, California and other states permit the medicinal use of
marijuana.
‗I can't think of a plant so regarded as a menace by some and a miracle by others‘, says Weiblen, who is
one of the few researchers in the United States permitted to study Cannabis genetics. In 2006, Weiblen
and colleagues developed a DNA ‗fingerprinting’ technique capable of distinguishing among Cannabis
plants in criminal investigations.
www.cannabis.net... In opposition to the positive portrayal…were wildly sensational accounts,
supposedly based on fact, of the intimate connection of the drug with violence (drawing on the tradition
of the Assassins, an Islamic sect who were supposed to take cannabis before committing murders) and
sexual promiscuity. Finally, in 1937, through the considerable persuasive powers of Harry J. Anslinger,
the first commissioner of the Federal Bureau of Narcotics, the Marihuana (Marijuana) Tax Act became
federal law and in 1956 the drug was incorporated into the more comprehensive Narcotics Act.
Although the most well-known anti-marijuana film, Reefer Madness, was designed to shock young people
with its vivid portrayal of the drug menace, it seems to have had little effect. Today it is something of a
cult movie (mainly among cannabis smokers!) since its plot of moral and social decline is so utterly
unconvincing and ludicrous. A less well-known film about hemp was made by the US Department of
Agriculture and was entitled Hemp for Victory (1942). It was made as a propaganda film to encourage the

growing of the plant for its fibre by American farmers during the Second World War as, due to the
conflict, sufficient overseas supplies were unavailable. Due to the controversy surrounding the
psychoactive use of cannabis the very existence of the film was later officially denied; having seen it
myself I can attest to its existence.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medical_cannabis... Several cannabis consumption clubs and user
associations have been established throughout Spain. These clubs, the first of which was created in 1991,
are non-profit associations who grow cannabis and sell it at cost to its members. The legal status of these
clubs is uncertain: in 1997, four members of the first club, the Barcelona Ramón Santos Association of
Cannabis Studies, were sentenced to 4 months in prison and a 3000 euro fine, while at about the same
time, the court of Bilbao ruled that another club was not in violation of the law. The Andalusian regional
government also commissioned a study by criminal law professors on the therapeutic use of cannabis and
the creation of establishments of acquisition and consumption. The study concluded that such clubs are
legal as long as they distribute only to a restricted list of legal adults, provide only the amount of drugs
necessary for immediate consumption, and not earn a profit. The Andalusian government never formally
accepted these guidelines and the legal situation of the clubs remains insecure. In 2006 and 2007,
members of these clubs were acquitted in trial for possession and sale of cannabis and the police were
ordered to return seized crops.
In the United Kingdom, if you are arrested or taken to court for possession of cannabis, you are asked if
there are any mitigating factors to explain why it is in your possession. It is unknown whether this is
solely a formality, or if an excuse of medical usage has ever been used successfully to reduce the penalty
issued. However, in the United Kingdom, possession of small quantities of cannabis does not usually
warrant an arrest or court appearance (street cautions or fines are often given out instead). Under UK law,
certain cannabinoids are permitted medically, but these are strictly controlled with many provisos under
the Misuse of drugs act 1971 (in the 1985 amendments). The British Medical Associations official stance
is ‗users of cannabis for medical purposes should be aware of the risks, should enroll for clinical trials,
and should talk to their doctors about new alternative treatments; but we do not advise them to stop‘.
In the United States federal level of government, cannabis per se has been made criminal by
implementation of the Controlled Substances Act which classifies marijuana as a Schedule I drug, the
strictest classification on par with heroin, LSD and Ecstasy, and the Supreme Court ruled in 2005 that the
Commerce Clause of the U.S. Constitution allowed the government to ban the use of cannabis, including
medical use. The United States Food and Drug Administration states "marijuana has a high potential for
abuse, has no currently accepted medical use in treatment in the United States, and has a lack of accepted
safety for use under medical supervision".
Sixteen states have legalized medical marijuana: Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Maine,
Michigan, Montana, Nevada, New Jersey, New Mexico, Oregon, Rhode Island, Vermont, Virginia,
Washington; and Washington D.C., Maryland allows for reduced penalties if cannabis use has a medical
basis. California, Colorado, New Mexico, Maine, Rhode Island, Montana, and Michigan are currently the
only states to utilize dispensaries to sell medical cannabis. California's medical marijuana industry took in
about $2 billion a year and generated $100 million in state sales taxes during 2008 with an estimated
2,100 dispensaries, co-operatives, wellness clinics and taxi delivery services in the sector colloquially
known as ‗cannabusiness‘.
On 19 October 2009 the US Deputy Attorney General issued a US Department of Justice memorandum to
‗All United States Attorneys‘ providing clarification and guidance to federal prosecutors in US States that
have enacted laws authorizing the medical use of marijuana. The document is intended solely as ‗guide to
the exercise of investigative and prosecutorial discretion and as guidance on resource allocation and
federal priorities‘. The US Deputy Attorney General David W. Ogden provided seven criteria, the
application of which acts as a guideline to prosecutors and federal agents to ascertain whether a patients
use, or their caregivers provision, of medical marijuana "represents part of a recommended treatment
regiment consistent with applicable state law", and recommends against prosecuting patients using
medical cannabis products according to state laws. Not applying those criteria, the Dep. Attorney General

Ogden concludes, would likely be "an inefficient use of limited federal resources". The memorandum
does not change any laws. Sale of cannabis remains illegal under federal law. The U.S. Food and Drug
Administration's position, that marijuana has no accepted value in the treatment of any disease in the
United States, has also remained the same.
www.parl.gc.ca/37/1/parlbus/commbus ... - In the 1930‘s, ‗cannabis was the first psychoactive substance
(besides alcohol) that became a common subject in modern popular music, with jazz classics from the
1930‘s such as Louis Armstrong‘s Muggles and Cab Calloway‘s That Funny Reefer Man topping the bill
of marijuana-inspired fare.
The recreational spread of cannabis use, especially in the United States at the beginning of the 20 th
century, assisted in enhancing the narcotic classification of cannabis by medical experts at the end of the
19th century.
... In 1954, a new offence was created in Canada for the ‗possession for the purpose of trafficking‘ and in
1956, cannabis was also incorporated into the more comprehensive United States Narcotics act.
Internationally, cannabis began to be controlled in 1961 by the United Nations Single Convention on
Narcotic Drugs, 1961, requiring states to adopt the necessary legislative and regulatory measures in order
to limit the production, distribution and use of prohibited substances to medical and scientific purposes.
Thus, while white settlers... have used cannabis since the early 1600‘s, psychoactive usage for purposes
other than medicine was not heard of until the 20th century. Before this, priority was placed on the
economic viability of cannabis fibre production and later, the cannabis plant‘s scientific medicinal
uses. ... These laws were not only prohibitive of industrial production and medical research of cannabis,
but also prohibitive of the psychoactive use of cannabis that was, and continues to be, an integral part of
the cultures. ...
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cannabis ... Cannabis was criminalized in various countries beginning in the
early 20th century. It was outlawed in South Africa in 1911, in Jamaica (then a British colony) in 1913,
and in the United Kingdom and New Zealand in the 1920s. Canada criminalized marijuana in the Opium
and Drug Act of 1923, before any reports of use of the drug in Canada. In 1925 a compromise was made
at an international conference in The Hague about the International Opium Convention that banned
exportation of ‗Indian hemp’ to countries that had prohibited its use, and requiring importing countries to
issue certificates approving the importation and stating that the shipment was required exclusively for
medical or scientific purposes. It also required parties to ‗exercise an effective control of such a nature as
to prevent the illicit international traffic in Indian hemp and especially in the resin‘.
In the United States the first restrictions for sale of cannabis came in 1906 (in District of Columbia). In
1937, the Marijuana Transfer Tax Act was passed, and prohibited the production of hemp in addition to
marijuana. The reasons that hemp was also included in this law are disputed. The Federal Bureau of
Narcotics agents reported that fields with hemp were also used as a source for marijuana dealers. Several
scholars have claimed that the Act was passed in order to destroy the hemp industry, largely as an effort
of businessmen Andrew Mellon, Randolph Hearst, and the Du Pont family. With the invention of the
decorticator, hemp became a very cheap substitute for the paper pulp that was used in the newspaper
industry. Hearst felt that this was a threat to his extensive timber holdings. Mellon, Secretary of the
Treasury and the wealthiest man in America, had invested heavily in the DuPont's new synthetic fiber,
nylon, and considered its success to depend on its replacement of the traditional resource, hemp.
http://www.ukcia.org/medical/medicinaluseofmarijuana...... The prohibition efforts...
Under the Controlled Substances Act of 1970, marijuana is a Schedule I controlled drug. This status
prohibits its use by anyone and prohibits physicians from prescribing it for patients. Until February 1992,
there was a little-known loophole that allowed a handful of patients legal access to this medicine: the
Investigational New Drug (IND) Program administered by the Food and Drug Administration.
Unfortunately, in February 1992, U.S. Secretary of Health & Human Services Louis Sullivan, MD, closed
this access to all new applicants, as well as to more than 30 patients who had been approved for having

access to this medicine but had not yet received their supply. Only 10 patients who had been approved
and already were receiving their medicine have been allowed continued legal access to this drug.
Various theories attempt to rationalize the government's prohibition of this drug/plant: As an efficient
fuel, it presented competition to the oil industry. As a durable natural fiber, it presented competition to the
synthetic fiber industry; in fact, Levi's jeans originally were made of hemp. "Reefer madness" hysteria
was created in the 1930s by Harry Anslinger of the Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs, which
eventually evolved into the Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA). Use of the Mexican name of the cannabis
plant, marijuana, was popularized by the Hearst newspaper chain to scare the public into believing that
there was a new and dangerous drug being introduced to American youth by black musicians and
Mexicans. The act of bigotry insinuated that the use of this drug would lead to insanity or acts of violence
such as rape or murder. The result of this media blitz was the passage of the Marijuana Tax Act of 1937,
which marked the beginning of marijuana's prohibition (Herer, 1991).
The Controlled Substances Act of 1970 completed the prohibition efforts. This act provided five levels of
control for psychoactive drugs, with Schedule I drugs under the most restrictions and Schedule V drugs
under the fewest restrictions. To be placed in Schedule I, a drug had to meet three criteria: (a) it had to
have no therapeutic value, (b) it had to be deemed unsafe for use under a physician's care, and (c) it had to
be highly addictive. The DEA was given authority to place drugs in the ‗appropriate‘ schedules. They
placed marijuana in the Schedule I category, which resulted in the complete prohibition of the growth and
use of this plant - an act that could be seen as politically and medically generated. Marijuana does not
appear to meet the criteria for Schedule I.
Responding to prohibition:…The National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws (NORML)
was founded in 1970 in response to the harsh penalties, including lifetime prison sentences, instituted by a
variety of state and federal laws for the possession of marijuana. While NORML's primary focus was to
change the legal status of marijuana for all users, the organization also began legal action to allow patients
access to its medical use. This legal action has continued for more than 20 years with the assistance of the
Alliance for Cannabis Therapeutics (ACT) and the Drug Policy Foundation (DPF). Finally, the lawsuit
was brought before the DEA's own chief administrative law judge, Francis Young, with the motion to
remove marijuana from the Schedule I category and make it available by prescription. Only two criteria
needed to be challenged: (a) that marijuana had medicinal value and (b) that marijuana was safe for
therapeutic use. In 1988, after reviewing more than 5,000 pages of evidence, Young ruled that marijuana
did meet both criteria, and therefore it must be removed from Schedule I (Randall, 1988, 1989). However,
in 1989, DEA Director John Lawn refused to abide by Young's decision and marijuana was kept in
Schedule I. More recently, the Physicians' Association for AIDS Care and National Lymphoma
Foundation joined this lawsuit to continue the fight (DPF v. DEA #92-1179 and ACT v. DEA #92-1168).
A political and legal issue or a health issue?...Since the passage of the Controlled Substances Act, 35
states have fought the prohibition of marijuana and have passed legislation recognizing marijuana's
therapeutic value (Randall & O'Leary, 1993). In 1991, the city of San Francisco, ravaged by the AIDS
epidemic, passed a resolution recognizing marijuana's medicinal value; by 1992, the California Medical
Association recognized marijuana's medicinal value and made plans to take its resolution to the American
Medical Association to press for a similar national policy. These state and local acts, although will
intended, are useless, as the federal prohibition overrides them.
Despite the prohibition of the natural marijuana plant, pharmaceutical companies were allowed to develop
a marijuana pill that is composed of delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), the main psychoactive chemical
in the plant. There are other cannabinoids in this plant that have their own therapeutic action and/or
influence the action of others. A plant that can be easily grown and consumed as medicine is Schedule I,
while a pill of the main psychoactive chemical contained in that plant can be developed by a
pharmaceutical company and sold for profit as a Schedule I drug. Also important to note is that it appears
the pharmaceutical industry pressured the government to prohibit university research of marijuana.

http://www.cannabisnews.org/united-states-cannabis-news/pass-pot-research-around/Pass Pot Research
Around...USA - When the federal Department of Health and Human Services recently issued a request for
proposals, seeking competitive applications for the production, analysis and distribution of ‗marijuana
cigarettes‘, the request might have seemed a bit unusual to those unfamiliar with Washington‘s dance
around cannabis research.
The federal government, after all, is not widely known to support marijuana cultivation.
But those in the know just shrugged. The department has issued similar requests every few years to select
a contractor to conduct government-approved marijuana research, and with depressing regularity it has
then awarded an exclusive contract to the University of Mississippi. For 40 years now, Washington has
sought such ‗competitive applications‘ and Mississippi ‗wins’ every time.
This rigged contest has successfully thwarted meaningful academic inquiry into marijuana‘s medicinal
value, without which the debate over its efficacy is bound to endure.
Other studies — not conducted by the University of Mississippi — have suggested that marijuana has
therapeutic value. But because the United States has discouraged such research and made it legally
difficult to undertake, these studies have been limited in scope. What‘s missing is the broad research
analyzing the cultivation and properties of different strains and their effects on a variety of illnesses. For
example, a strain of cannabis that is most effective with glaucoma may not be the same strain best suited
to cancer patients.
Even if the university were running a perfect program, one institution cannot fulfill the country‘s research
needs. In February 2007, when Administrative Law Judge Mary Ellen Bittner recommended that the Drug
Enforcement Administration grant a license to cultivate marijuana for research purposes to a botanist at
the University of Massachusetts, she said she had concluded that the supply of marijuana from the
University of Mississippi program was of insufficient quality and quantity for research purposes.
The deadline for this latest round of applications is Oct. 9. The government should take the opportunity to
break the University of Mississippi‘s monopoly and choose a different institution. That step alone would
be a sign that the Obama administration will prioritize science over politics. Merely shifting the contract
from one institution to another, however, won‘t change the status quo. That will only happen when the
federal government changes policy and awards multiple contracts for this important research.
Note: For 40 years, federal marijuana studies have been conducted in one place — the University of
Mississippi. Contracts should be awarded to several different institutions.
Source: Los Angeles Times (CA) …Published: September 4, 2009 …Los Angeles Times
Comments …..scottportraits …Posted on September 5, 2009 at 7:45 pm ….
An easy extraction process should follow making ‗cigarettes‘ of the herb, as a way to make a medicine
study-able by doctors. Tinctures, extracts, etc……not just cigarettes…..
michaelkaer …Posted on February 18, 2010 at 2:49 pm
All you have to do is look at Rick Simpson‘s claims about what he calls ‗Hemp Oil‘ as a great starting
place. His method for complete and whole extraction was rated close to 99% pure. As an example of how
strong that is, Hashish is around 20% Pure THC, so it would be about 5 times as potent if smoked like
Hash is. Rick says the reason it works is the oil never get heated up to the point of releasing the oils to the
air and it is eaten, not smoked. That floods your body with THC in a longer method of release into the
body, so it stays longer. I predict smoked cannabis to go on the decline as a medicine, in favour of vapes
on the market, as they get cheaper. Eaten Cannabis will be the first choice for most doctors once the
research is done. Spread it around and let everyone get a taste….
http://www.medicalmarijuana.org/...SIMM (Stichting Institute of Medical Marijuana) was launched in
The Netherlands in 1993….
Our purpose...To produce and supply patients with high quality medical cannabis, at the lowest possible
price; organically grown in soil in a clean environment, and properly handled throughout the
growing/curing process.
SIMM distributed cannabis to patients, pharmacists, hospitals, researchers and others during its early
years. It also served as a resource center for questions dealing with the use of cannabis as medicine. This

was particularly useful for health care professionals (doctors, nurses) who were looking for a reliable
source of information for their patients.
SIMM was proud to receive the first license issued by a government agency for production of medical
cannabis starting material for delivery to pharmacies. This was the first license of this type issued
anywhere in the world. …
https://marijuanacannabis.wordpress.com/category/cannabis-research …Dutch among lowest cannabis
users in Europe-report …22 03 2010
The annual report by the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction was published late
last year, so while it´s not exactly ´hot off the presses´ news, the study´s findings and conclusions are well
worth mentioning.
The Dutch are among the lowest users of marijuana or cannabis in Europe despite the Netherlands‘ wellknown tolerance of the drug, according to a regional study published. Among adults in the Netherlands,
5.4 percent used cannabis, compared with the European average of 6.8 percent, according to an annual
report by the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction, using latest available figures.
A higher percentage of adults in Italy, Spain, the Czech Republic and France took cannabis last year, the
EU agency said, with the highest being Italy at 14.6 percent. Usage in Italy used to be among the lowest
at below 10 percent a decade ago.
Countries with the lowest usage rates, according to the Lisbon-based agency, were Romania, Malta,
Greece and Bulgaria.
Cannabis use in Europe rose steadily during the 90s and earlier this decade, but has recently stabilised and
is beginning to show signs of decline, the agency said, owing to several national campaigns to curb and
treat use of the drug.
―Data from general population and school surveys point to a stabilising or even decreasing situation,‖ the
report said.

4 uses …
http://medicherb.voila.net/hemp_en.htm ...
Scientific name: Cannabis sativa…The other names: Cannabis, ganja, marijuana. …Summary: Panacea
relieving a lot of confusions.
Description: Herbaceous plant with leaves in several branches. Male feet give little white flowers, and
females are decorated with buds leading to heads and seeds.
Environment and culture: India's native, Indian hemp is cosmopolitan but it grows mainly in warm and
moderate regions. It is cultivated today all over the world as legally and illegally.
Used parts : leaves, flowery leading (heads), seeds.
Constituents: THC (it is moreover the only plant to produce this substance), of numerous cannabinoïdes,
flavinoïdes and essential oil.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cannabis ... The typical herbal form of cannabis consists of the flowers and
subtending leaves and stalks of mature pistillate of female plants. The resinous form of the drug is known
as hashish (or merely as 'hash').
The major psychoactive chemical compound in cannabis is Δ9-tetrahydrocannabinol (commonly
abbreviated as THC). Cannabis contains more than 400 different chemical compounds, including at least
66 other cannabinoids (cannabidiol (CBD), cannabinol (CBN) and tetrahydrocannabivarin (THCV), etc.)
which can result in different effects from those of THC alone.
http://www.herbs2000.com/herbs ... Like in China, right through history, long-lasting textile
manufactured from sturdy hemp stems have been of incalculable importance in the Western civilizations
too. Hemp was known as kannabis in Greece and ancient records on kannabis trade show that as early as
the sixth century B.C., the Greek sailors did brisk business in the herb across the Aegean Sea. During the
20th century, archeologists discovered hemp fiber in the cargo space of a Carthaginian cargo vessel that
had gone down near Sicily approximately 300 B.C. Mention of use of hemp fiber by the Greek is also
found in the writings of the great Greek historian Herodotus. In 450 B.C., Herodotus wrote about the
superior value of hemp textile produced by the Greek-speaking Thracians.
www.facebook.com/topic.php?uid=113253785358211…It found its way into India‘s popular literature.
The Dhurtasam-agama, or ―Rogue’s Congress‖, a light farce written to amuse audiences, has two beggars
come before an unscrupulous judge asking for a decision on a quarrel concerning a maiden at the bazaar.
Before he will render his decision, however, the judge demands payment for his arbitration. In response to
this demand, one of the beggars offers some bhang. The judge readily accepts and, tasting it, declares that
‗it produces a healthy appetite, sharpens the wits, and acts as an aphrodisiac‘.
In the Rajvallabha, a seventeenth-century text dealing with drugs used in India, bhang is described as
follows: ‗… destroys leprosy, it creates vital energy, increases mental powers and internal heat, corrects
irregularities of the phlegmatic humor, and is an elixir vitae. It was originally produced like nectar from
the ocean by churning it with Mount Mandara. Inasmuch as it is believed to give victory in the three
worlds and to bring delight to the king of the gods (Siva), it was called vijaya (victorious). This desirefilling drug was believed to have been obtained by men on earth for the welfare of all people. To those
who use it regularly, it begets joy and diminishes anxiety.‘
Cannabis was also an important part of the Tantric religious yoga sex acts consecrated to the goddess
Kali. During the ritual, about an hour and a half prior to intercourse the devotee placed a bowl of bhang
before him and uttered the mantra: ―Om hrim, O ambrosia-formed goddess [Kali] who has arisen from
ambrosia, who showers ambrosia, bring me ambrosia again and again, bestow occult power [siddhi] and
bring my chosen deity to my power.‖ Then, after uttering several other mantras, he drank the potion. The

delay between drinking the bhang and the sex act was to allow the drug time to act so that it would
heighten the senses and thereby increase the feeling of oneness with the goddess.
…http://www.kew.org/plant-cultures/plants ...Hemp was added to incense and burnt in temples in India
and other parts of Asia. In Hindi mythology the term Siddhu, meaning perfect, was applied to monks that
used bhanga to concentrate their minds so they could find their way to the true God.
In India the Aryans used hemp as part of their religious rituals and there is a close link between these uses
and the medicinal properties. According to the Vedas written about 1100 BC the god Shiva brought hemp
from the Himalayas for the pleasure of mankind. The gods stirred the oceans from Mount Mandara
(thought to be Everest) and a drop of celestial nectar fell on the earth. This created the first hemp plant
and was named 'sacred grass' or 'food of the gods'.
Traditionally in India the resin from hemp was for the use of Brahmin priests and holy men only. There
are stories in the literature that the holy men who walked on hot embers or beds of nails had taken hemp
to decrease the pain.
Hemp was also known to ward off evil spirits. It was a magical plant. These magical properties formed
the basis for many of the tales of the Arabian nights and it is thought that story telling such as this may
have led to the use of hemp as a narcotic drug in Europe.
http://medicherb.voila.net/hemp_en.htm... for its medicinal properties and psychotropic properties … it is
also cultivated for its excellent natural fiber.
Leaves and heads are used for … painful affections of digestive tract (ulcer, cancer...). It is very beneficial
for the respiratory tracts …and it eliminates muscular tension and relieves glaucoma. In some countries, it
is used on treatments against AIDS and cancer. It has also an effective action to reduce muscular cramps
and relax muscles and would be useful in the treatment of multiple sclerosises. It calms down
ehyperactivity, headaches, neuralgias, urine disorders and some psychological troubles. It relieves also
rheumatisms, arthritis and menstrual pains. On the other hand seeds , (not psychotropic), are very
nourishing …
Preparation: Hemp maybe infused in some milk (liposoluble and not hydrosoluble), smoked, or taken in
alcoholic tincture.
www.cannabis.net/... from ...The Encyclopedia of Psychoactive Substances ...by Richard Rudgley
...Little, Brown and Company (1998) …
Although the cannabis plant is now ubiquitous, unlike other wide-spread types of hallucinogen (such as
Psilocybe 'magic mushrooms' or 'Datura'), it is not native to more than one continent. Cannabis is a plant
native to Central Asia that has spread all over the world and is probably the most widely used recreational
and usually illegal drug in the world, being smoked from the inner cities of America and Europe to the
outlying atolls of Micronesia. The plant's natural homeland is most likely in the regions north of
Afghanistan and the Altai mountains of ... Its cultural and cosmopolitan distribution is no doubt due to a
combination of cultural and natural factors. As Brian Du Toit, following Darwin, puts it: 'plant
distribution can be brought about by winds, currents, and similar natural forces. It can also follow animal
activity and migration by becoming attached to their feet or hooves, or by being eaten by birds.' In the
case of cannabis, much still remains to be discovered about both these natural forces and the cultural
contacts that were equally important.
Cannabis is a dioecious plant (i.e. an individual cannabis plant is either male or female). Whilst both
produce good quality fibre it is the females that are the best producers of the cannabinoids, the
psychoactive compounds present in the plant, the most significant of which is delta-ltetrahydrocannabinol, most commonly referred to in its abbreviated form, THC. Of the three cannabis
species, C. sativa has a number of strains sought out by smokers, such as Acapulco Gold and Durban
Poison. C. indica is said to be the most potent psychoactive species whilst C. ruderalis comes in a poor
third.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cannabis_(drug-Cannabis) …Forms…
The terms cannabis or marijuana generally refer to the dried flowers and subtending leaves and stems of
the female cannabis plant, is the most widely consumed form, containing 3% to 22% THC. In contrast,
cannabis strains used to produce industrial hemp contain less than 1% THC and are thus not valued for
recreational use.
Processed Kief … is a powder, rich in trichomes, which can be sifted from the leaves and flowers of
cannabis plants and either consumed in powder form or compressed to produce cakes of hashish.
Hashish …(also spelled hasheesh, hashisha, or simply hash) is a concentrated resin produced from the
flowers of the female cannabis plant. Hash can often be more potent than marijuana and can be smoked or
chewed. It varies in color from black to golden brown depending upon purity.
Hash oil …Hash oil, or "butane honey oil" (BHO), is a mix of essential oils and resins extracted from
mature cannabis foliage through the use of various solvents. It has a high proportion of cannabinoids
(ranging from 40 to 90%).and is used in a variety of cannabis foods.
Residue (resin) …Because of THC's adhesive properties, a sticky residue, most commonly known as
"resin", builds up inside utensils used to smoke cannabis. It has tar-like properties but still contains THC
as well as other cannabinoids. This buildup has some of the psychoactive properties of cannabis but is
more difficult to smoke without discomfort caused to the throat and lungs. This tar may also contain
CBN, which is a breakdown product of THC. Cannabis users typically only smoke residue when cannabis
is unavailable. Glass pipes may be water-steamed at a low temperature prior to scraping in order to make
the residue easier to remove.
Potency ..According to the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), "the amount of THC
present in a cannabis sample is generally used as a measure of cannabis potency." The three main forms
of cannabis products are the herb (marijuana), resin (hashish), and oil (hash oil). The UNODC states that
marijuana often contains 5% THC content, resin ‗can contain up to 20% THC content‘, and that
‗Cannabis oil may contain more than 60% THC content‘.
A scientific study published in 2000 in the Journal of Forensic Sciences (JFS) found that the potency
(THC content) of confiscated cannabis in the United States (US) rose from "approximately 3.3% in 1983
and 1984", to "4.47% in 1997". It also concluded that "other major cannabinoids (i.e., CBD, CBN, and
CBC)" (other chemicals in cannabis) "showed no significant change in their concentration over the
years". More recent research undertaken at the University of Mississippi's Potency Monitoring Project has
found that average THC levels in cannabis samples between 1975 and 2007 have increased from 4% in
1983 to 9.6% in 2007.
Australia's National Cannabis Prevention and Information Centre (NCPIC) states, that the buds (flowers)
of the female cannabis plant contain the highest concentration of THC, followed by the leaves. The stalks
and seeds have ‗much lower THC levels‘. The UN states that the leaves can contain ten times less THC
than the buds, and the stalks one hundred times less THC.
After revisions to cannabis rescheduling in the UK, the government moved cannabis back from a class C
to a class B drug. A purported reason was the appearance of high potency cannabis. They believe skunk
accounts for between 70 and 80% of samples seized by police (despite the fact that skunk can sometimes
be incorrectly mistaken for all types of female herbal cannabis).
It is noted that one of the earliest strains of skunk to appear was that of ‗skunk #1‘, which has been inbred
since 1978, but high potency herbal cannabis has been around even longer. It is also worth noting that
extracts such as hashish and hash oil can contain more THC than skunk or high potency herbal cannabis.
While commentators have warned that greater cannabis ‗strength’ could represent a health risk, others
have noted that users readily learn to compensate by reducing their dosage, thus benefiting. …
Cannabis is consumed in many different ways, most of which involve inhaling smoke from small pipes,
bongs (portable version of hookah with water chamber), paper-wrapped joints or tobacco-leaf-wrapped
blunts.
Cannabis has also been used as an active ingredient in tablets, extracts, tinctures and compound medicines
that were professionally formulated, manufactured, and sold to physicians and hospitals, as discussed
…in 'Medical use'.

…As another alternative to smoking, cannabis may be consumed orally…as a tea. THC is lipophilic and
only slightly water-soluble (with a solubility of 2.8 mg per liter)…
Mechanism of action …Initial metabolism of cannabinoids in marijuana smoke occurs in the lungs,
whereas orally administered cannabinoids are metabolized in the G.I. tract and by the liver. There are
more than 30 metabolites of THC and over 20 each of cannabinol and cannabidiol. Many of these
metabolites are also psychoactive. One of the principal psychoactive metabolites is 9-carboxy-THC,
which crosses the blood-brain barrier more readily than THC, and therefore may be more active. …
What is quite apparent about cannabinoids is that their extremely high lipid-solubility results in their
persisting in the body for long periods of time. Even after a single administration of THC, detectable
levels of THC can be found in the body for weeks or longer (depending on the amount administered and
the sensitivity of the assessment method). A number of investigators have suggested that this is an
important factor in marijuana's effects, perhaps because cannabinoids may accumulate in the body,
particularly in the lipid membranes of neurons.
Until recently, little was known about the specific mechanisms of action of THC at the neuronal level.
This is in part due to the high lipid solubility of THC (which leads to absorption in practically all tissues
at high concentrations). However, researchers have now confirmed that THC exerts its most prominent
effects via its actions on two types of cannabinoid receptors, the CB1 receptor and the CB2 receptor, both
of which are G-Protein coupled receptors. The CB1 receptor is found primarily in the brain as well as in
some peripheral tissues, and the CB2 receptor is found exclusively in peripheral tissues. THC appears to
alter mood and cognition through its agonist actions on the CB1 receptors, which inhibit a secondary
messenger system (adenylate cyclase) in a dose dependent manner. These actions can be blocked by the
selective CB1 receptor antagonist SR141716A (rimonabant), which interestingly has been shown in
clinical trials to be an effective treatment for smoking cessation, weight loss, and as a means of
controlling or reducing metabolic syndrome risk factors.
Recent physiological, pharmacological, and high-resolution anatomical studies indicate that
endocannabinoids (endogenous cannabinoids, or neurotransmitters produced by the body that activate
cannabinoid receptors) serve as retrograde neurotransmitters. That is, following the release of classical
neurotransmitters from a presynaptic terminal and the activation of receptors on the postsynaptic neuron,
the postsynaptic neuron releases endocannabinoids from its membranes. These endocannabinoids then
travel "backwards" across the synaptic cleft where, 1 or 2 seconds later, they activate CB1 receptors on
the presynaptic terminal, which reduces Ca 2+ influx into presynaptic terminals and inhibits the release of
neurotransmitters from the presynaptic terminal for up to several seconds. Endocannabinoids then
undergo reuptake into neurons and glial cells and are degraded by intracellular enzymes. Numerous
neurotransmitters are affected by this process, including the inhibitory neurotransmitter GABA and the
excitatory transmitter glutamate. Thus endocannabinoids induce a mixture of excitatory and inhibitory
effects on neurons (i.e. they inhibit the release of both excitatory and inhibitory neurotransmitters).
THC appears to work in the same fashion, except that THC exerts longer actions and suppresses
neurotransmitter release without the first step, i.e., postsynaptic receptor activation. In other words, rather
than postsynaptic neurons signaling the presynaptic neurons that a message has been received, indicating
that no further neurotransmitter needs to be released, THC signals the presynaptic neurons that they have
sent a message when in reality they have not. The fact that THC exerts both excitatory and inhibitory
effects (by inhibiting the release of both the inhibitory neurotransmitter GABA and the excitatory
neurotransmitter glutamate) is now thought to account for its ability to induce a variety of excitatory and
depressant physiological effects, e.g. sedation and euphoria.
http://www.herbs2000.com/herbs ... Although marijuana is known to be a potent medicine with several
properties… the use of the herb can be found in the assortment of consequences endured for other
remedies. Significantly, while the harmful physical effects from the abuse of the drug are virtually same
in all individuals, the adverse affects on individuals owing to potential medical use of marijuana many not
inevitably be the same. It may be mentioned here that most of the studies on marijuana that assert using
the substance is harmful, are basically based on smoking marijuana because it is virtually impossible to

detach the effects of cannabinoids (the active substances found in cannabis) from those of breathing in the
smoke from the smoldering plant substance and noxious wastes.
In general it has been seen that the basic unfavorable effect on people owing to excessive use of
marijuana is … known as psychomotor performance. Hence, it is advisable that none should drive any
vehicle or operate any machinery under the influence of marijuana. It also applies in the case of
tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) or any other drugs prepared from the active substances present in cannabis as
all these have similar effects. Apart from this, there are a few marijuana users who suffer from dysphoria
or horrible feelings. It may be mentioned here that though the short-term immunosuppressive properties
of marijuana are still not proved, but it is believed that even if such properties are real, they are unlikely to
stop the legal medical use of the herb or its extracts.
While all cellular, genetic as well as human studies imply that … well-planned studies are yet to ascertain
whether smoking marijuana regularly leads to cancer or not.
It may be noted here that several studies have found that the prototypes in evolution of drug use from
one‘s teenage years to later life are conspicuously normal. Since marijuana is the most extensively used
illegal drug, it is also inevitably the first banned medicine that most people come across. What is
interesting is that some studies have found that most people who use other illicit drugs have used
marijuana foremost. The fact remains that most users of most medicaments (substances used to treat an
illness) usually begin with alcohol and nicotine and then switch over to marijuana even before they attain
the legal age.
Marijuana is often known as the ‗gateway‘ drug owing to the fact that most people begin using illicit
drugs by smoking marijuana first. Thus, it may be said that illicit drug usage begins with marijuana and
not with any other substance. Only juvenile tobacco smoking and alcohol consumption precede
marijuana. Incidentally, there is no concrete evidence to substantiate that the consequences of marijuana
use is anyway associated with the ensuing abuse of other unlawful drugs. Here is a word of caution. The
data regarding the evolution of drug use should not be taken for granted to be applicable for drugs taken
for remedial reasons. At the same time, it would not be right to assume that if marijuana was offered by
prescription for medical use, the prototype of drug use would have been the same as it is now vis-à-vis
use of illicit drugs.
Before concluding, it would be worthwhile to mention that there is a general public apprehension that if
the authorities approve the medical use of marijuana, it is likely that more and more people would begin
to use the substance. However, there is no data available to substantiate this social concern. Presently,
data available offers a view that sanctioning medical use of marijuana would not pose a problem for the
society if it is also strongly controlled as is the case for the potential abuse of other medicines.
The existing data on drug use development is silent on the issue. It neither espouses nor discards the idea
that approval of medical use of marijuana would enhance the misuse of the substance. Nevertheless, this
issue is in no way related to the therapeutic use of medicaments and should not be considered as an aspect
for assessing the remedial prospective of either cannabinoids or marijuana
http://www.ukcia.org/medical/medicinaluseofmarijuana ... Addictive potential: In regard to physical
dependence from chronic use, marijuana has relatively minor, if any, withdrawal symptoms. Tolerance to
natural marijuana develops slowly, if at all. The effects of marijuana are generally more subtle than those
of other substances of abuse, such as crack cocaine: often it is considered not strong enough by many
addicts and rarely is their drug of choice.
A knowledge of addiction provides the nurse with the understanding that it is not the drug that makes the
addict, but rather the negative relationship a person has with a particular drug or drugs. People can
become addicted to marijuana just as they can to any other psychoactive drug. Treatment for their
addiction should be available to these people. However, the fact remains that marijuana, like many other
psychoactive drugs, does have medical value: the fact that some people may have an addiction problem
should not prevent others from benefiting from its therapeutic potential. Studies have found opioids to be
effective pain management agents, with an addiction rate of less that 1% in hospitalized patients treated
for their pain, (McCaffery & Vourakis, 1992).

https://marijuanacannabis.wordpress.com/category/cannabis-research
…Cannabis gateway theory challenged by new research results ..3 09 2010
DURHAM, N.H. - New research from the University of New Hampshire
shows that the ―gateway effect‖ of marijuana - that teenagers who use
marijuana are more likely to move on to harder illicit drugs as young adults
- is overblown.
Billboard paid for by US tax payers in Portland…
Whether teenagers who smoked pot will use other illicit drugs as young adults has more to do with life
factors such as employment status and stress, according to the new research. In fact, the strongest
predictor of whether someone will use other illicit drugs is their race/ethnicity, not whether they ever used
cannabis.
Conducted by UNH associate professors of sociology Karen Van Gundy and Cesar Rebellon, the research
appears in the September 2010, issue of the Journal of Health and Social Behavior in the article, ‗A Lifecourse Perspective on the Gateway Hypothesis‘.
‗There seems to be this idea that we can prevent later drug problems by making sure kids never smoke
pot‘, Dr. Van Gundy, told CBS News. ‗But whether marijuana smokers go on to use other illicit drugs
depends more on social factors like being exposed to stress and being unemployed – not so much whether
they smoked a joint in the eighth grad‘.
‗In light of these findings, we urge U.S. drug control policymakers to consider stress and life-course
approaches in their pursuit of solutions to the drug problem‘ Van Gundy and Rebellon say.
The researchers used survey data from 1,286 young adults who attended Miami-Dade public schools in
the 1990s. Within the final sample, 26 percent of the respondents are African American, 44 percent are
Hispanic, and 30 percent are non-Hispanic white.
The researchers found that young adults who did not graduate from high school or attend college were
more likely to have used marijuana as teenagers and other illicit substances in young adulthood. In
addition, those who used marijuana as teenagers and were unemployed following high school were more
likely to use other illicit drugs.
However, the association between teenage marijuana use and other illicit drug abuse by young adults
fades once stresses, such as unemployment, diminish.
‗Employment in young adulthood can protect people by closing the cannabis gateway, so overcriminalizing youth marijuana use might create more serious problems if it interferes with later
employment opportunities‘, Van Gundy says.
In addition, once young adults reach age 21, the gateway effect subsides entirely.
‗While marijuana use may serve as a gateway to other illicit drug use in adolescence, our results indicate
that the effect may be short-lived, subsiding by age 21. Interestingly, age emerges as a protective status
above and beyond the other life statuses and conditions considered here. We find that respondents ‗age
out‘ of marijuana‘s gateway effect regardless of early teen stress exposure or education, work, or family
statuses‘, the researchers say.
The researchers found that the strongest predictor of other illicit drug use appears to be race-ethnicity, not
prior use of marijuana. Non-Hispanic whites show the greatest odds of other illicit substance use,
followed by Hispanics, and then by African Americans.
The University of New Hampshire, founded in 1866, is a world-class public research university with the
feel of a New England liberal arts college. A land, sea, and space-grant university, UNH is the state‘s
flagship public institution, enrolling more than 12,200 undergraduate and 2,200 graduate students.
Past research had already largely invalidated the gateway theory. Most recently, in January a study was
released indicating that marijuana use actually discourages hard drug use.
A 2002 RAND study dismissed the gateway theory and raised doubts about the legitimacy of federal drug
policies based upon its premise.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cannabis_(drug-Cannabis ) …Gateway drug theory…
Further information ….Some claim that trying cannabis increases the probability that users will
eventually use "harder" drugs. This hypothesis has been one of the central pillars of anti-cannabis drug
policy in the United States, though the validity and implications of these hypotheses are hotly debated.
Studies have shown that tobacco smoking is a better predictor of concurrent illicit hard drug use than
smoking cannabis.
No widely accepted study has ever demonstrated a cause-and-effect relationship between the use of
cannabis and the later use of harder drugs like heroin and cocaine. However, the prevalence of tobacco
cigarette advertising and the practice of mixing tobacco and cannabis together in a single large joint,
common in Europe, are believed to be cofactors in promoting nicotine dependency among young persons
trying cannabis.
A 2005 comprehensive review of the literature on the cannabis gateway hypothesis found that preexisting traits may predispose users to addiction in general, the availability of multiple drugs in a given
setting confounds predictive patterns in their usage, and drug sub-cultures are more influential than
cannabis itself. The study called for further research on "social context, individual characteristics, and
drug effects" to discover the actual relationships between cannabis and the use of other drugs.
A new user of cannabis who feels there is a difference between anti-drug information and their own
experiences will apply this distrust to public information about other, more powerful drugs. Some studies
state that while there is no proof for this gateway hypothesis, young cannabis users should still be
considered as a risk group for intervention programs. Other findings indicate that hard drug users are
likely to be ‗poly-drug‘ users, and that interventions must address the use of multiple drugs instead of a
single hard drug.
Another gateway hypothesis is that while cannabis is not as harmful or addictive as other drugs, a
gateway effect may be detected as a result of the "common factors" involved with using any illegal drug.
Because of its illegal status, cannabis users are more likely to be in situations which allow them to
become acquainted with people who use and sell other illegal drugs. By this argument, some studies have
shown that alcohol and tobacco may be regarded as gateway drugs. However, a more parsimonious
explanation could be that cannabis is simply more readily available (and at an earlier age) than illegal
hard drugs, and alcohol/tobacco are in turn easier to obtain earlier than cannabis (though the reverse may
be true in some areas), thus leading to the "gateway
sequence" in those people who are most likely to experiment
with any drug offered.
A 2010 study published in the Journal of Health and Social
Behavior found that the main factors in users moving on to
other drugs were age, wealth, unemployment, status, and
psychological stress. The study found there is no "gateway
theory" and that drug use is more closely tied to a person's
life situation, although marijuana users are more likely to use
other drugs.
Legal status …Cannabis propaganda sheet from 1935…
Since the beginning of the 20th century, most countries have enacted laws against the cultivation,
possession or transfer of cannabis. These laws have impacted adversely on the cannabis plant's cultivation
for non-recreational purposes, but there are many regions where, under certain circumstances, handling of
cannabis is legal or licensed. Many jurisdictions have lessened the penalties for possession of small
quantities of cannabis, so that it is punished by confiscation and sometimes a fine, rather than
imprisonment, focusing more on those who traffic the drug on the black market.
In some areas where cannabis use has been historically tolerated, some new restrictions have been put in
place, such as the closing of cannabis coffee shops near the borders of the Netherlands, closing of coffee

shops near secondary schools in the Netherlands and crackdowns on ‗Pusher Street‘ in Christiania,
Copenhagen in 2004.
Some jurisdictions use free voluntary treatment programs and/or mandatory treatment programs for
frequent known users. Simple possession can carry long prison terms in some countries, particularly in
East Asia, where the sale of cannabis may lead to a sentence of life in prison or even execution. More
recently however, many political parties, non-profit organizations and causes based on the legalization of
medical cannabis and/or legalizing the plant entirely (with some restrictions) have emerged.
Truth serum …Cannabis was used as a truth serum by the Office of Strategic Services (OSS), a US
government intelligence agency formed during World War II. In the early 1940s, it was the most effective
truth drug developed at the OSS labs at St. Elizabeths Hospital; it caused a subject ‗to be loquacious and
free in his impartation of information‘.
In May 1943, Major George Hunter White, head of OSS counter-intelligence operations in the US,
arranged a meeting with Augusto Del Gracio, an enforcer for gangster Lucky Luciano. Del Gracio was
given cigarettes spiked with THC concentrate from cannabis, and subsequently talked openly about
Luciano's heroin operation. On a second occasion the dosage was increased such that Del Gracio passed
out for two hours.
http://www.ukcia.org/medical/medicinaluseofmarijuana.phpThe Medicinal Use of Marijuana
Mary Lynn Mathre, MSN RN CARN …Perspectives on Addictions Nursing Vol. 4, No. 2 pages 8-9
June 1993.
Some addictions nurses have thought of marijuana only as a drug associated with abuse and/or addiction.
However, the drug has been documented as having medicinal value… from the numerous chemicals
found in the leaves, buds, and resin …is also well known for the value of its fiber and pulp from the stalk
as well as the highly nutritional seed oil.
The history of marijuana's medicinal use was traced by Mikuriya (1973). The earliest records of
medicinal marijuana use have been traced back to China in 2737 BC, and evidence of its therapeutic use
can be found throughout world cultures. It was used in colonial America and listed in the U.S.
Pharmacopoeia, as tincture of cannabis, until 1941. In the 19th century, William B. O'Shaughnessy, MD,
studied marijuana and concluded that it was safe and effective in the treatment of various maladies. The
first extensive U.S. study, conducted by the Ohio State Medical Society in 1860, had similar conclusions.
More recently, in 1980, the Institute of Medicine (IOM) of the National Academy of Sciences, at the
request of the U.S. Secretary of Health and Human Services and the director of the National Institutes of
Health, agreed to conduct a review and analysis of health-related effects of marijuana. IOM's findings
recognized marijuana's therapeutic potential in decreasing the intraocular pressure for glaucoma patients,
controlling the severe nausea and vomiting associated with chemotherapy, acting as an anticonvulsant,
relaxing muscles and thus counteracting spasticity problems, and other uses. The IOM investigators
highly recommended further research to determine the full therapeutic potential of this drug. This study
also noted that marijuana seems to work differently than other conventional medicines (Institute of
Medicine, 1982). The government's response was to print only 300 copies of this study - not even enough
for each member of Congress.
Safety: Numerous studies have been conducted to determine marijuana's toxic level: they have concluded
that it would take 20,000 to 40,000 times the normal dose to induce death (Institute of Medicine, 1982:
Randall, 1988). Another way of stating this would be that a person would have to ingest (or inhale) 1,500
pounds in 15 minutes. After studying all the evidence, the judge in DPF v. DEA #92-1179 and ACT v.
DEA #92-1168 found marijuana to be "one of the safest therapeutically active substances known to man"
(Randall, 1989, p. 440). He continued. "One must reasonably conclude that there is accepted safety for
use of marijuana under medical supervision. To conclude otherwise, on the record, would be
unreasonable, arbitrary and capricious" (Randall, 1989, p. 444).

www.marijuanacannabis.wordpress.com….new study explores cannabis effect on short term memory…
The effect of weed on your short term memory has long been a standard in any cannabis-comedy routine.
Now, researchers are unlocking the effect of cannabis on memory.
A new study published in the British Journal of Psychiatry suggests that variations in the chemical
makeup of different strains of marijuana are associated with different levels of cognitive impairment
while high.
Tetrahydocannabinol (THC) is commonly recognized as the ingredient in marijuana that causes a ‗high‘
in users, but researchers have long known that pot contains other active substances as well. While THC
can cause the widely advertised hallucinations and paranoia, another chemical found in marijuana,
cannabidiol (CBD), is believed to be responsible for the calmer, sedating part of the experience. The two
chemicals have opposing effects on one of the brain receptors affected by cannabis, the CB1 receptor.
Some clinical studies have proposed that CBD acts as a balancing force to regulate the strength of the
psychoactive agent THC.
Marijuana with relatively high ratios of CBD:THC is less likely to induce anxiety than marijuana with
low CBD:THC ratios. CBD is also believed to regulate the body‘s metabolism of THC by inactivating
cytochrome P450, an important class of enzymes that metabolize drugs.
To determine the effect of different levels of CBD, researchers studied 134 ‗cannabis-using‘ volunteers
while they smoked their own stash of marijuana, at home. They gave them various cognitive tests, either
while stoned or abstinent. Then, they took samples of the pot back to the lab for testing.
The amount of cannabidiol contained in the marijuana varied widely — from 0.14% or less to 0.75%.
Researchers found that individuals that smoked the weed with the lowest CBD had significant
impairments in their ability to recall words, while those whose pot had higher levels of the chemical had
no impairment at all. (The study authors controlled for any variance in levels of THC.)
Interestingly, however, unlike previous studies, the new research did not find that CBD reduced the
hallucinatory and paranoia-inducing effects of THC that can be associated with psychotic episodes.
While some growers have bred ‗skunk‘ marijuana, which has extremely high levels of THC, less intense
varietals with increased CBD can also be found. If this research holds up, the mellower high may be the
smarter choice.

5… Hemp Research
http://www.hempfood.com/iha/iha03207.html ... Prospective endeavors...
Considering the difficulties of Cannabis research, the hidden relationships between Cannabis varieties or
populations require that new and more advanced techniques be introduced and combined with
conventional studies of Cannabis. Following the progress in other disciplines (e.g., blood/tissue typing
and genome mapping), studies of classification, systematics and evolution in Cannabis might successfully
use modern molecular techniques to solve problems for which conventional methods are inadequate.
Currently, there are several techniques of DNA polymorphism analysis successfully used to find genetic
correlations, to detect evolutionary relationships, and to identify a hybrid's possible parents. They have
been concerned with plant taxa ranging from families to varieties, in more than 10 families and 20
genera. These modern molecular techniques include: VNTR (Variable Number of Tandem Repeats),
RFLP (Restriction Fragment Length Polymorphisms), AP-PCR (Arbitrarily Primed Polymerase Chain
Reaction), DAF (DNA Amplification Fingerprint), RAPD (Random Amplified Polymorphic DNA),
etc. Other methods applicable to investigation of polymorphisms in mitochondrial and chloroplast DNA
have also been developed. These readily available ‗DNA fingerprint‘ methods can be used to analyze
plant genomes. Two or more of these DNA data, when compared to each other and to other taxonomic
data, could greatly improve our understanding of the systematic evolution of Cannabis.
The Chinese National Natural Science Foundation has supported some molecular taxonomic and
systematic projects that mostly employed the technology of chloroplast DNA restriction maps to study
wild species in Vitis, the Convallariaceae and Gnetaceae, ferns etc., since 1989 (Qi and Gao 1990 and
1991, Zhu 1992, Zhu and Qi 1993). A few papers about molecular taxonomy and systematics can be
found in Chinese scientific journals (Shi 1993, Hong 1993, Shao and Liu 1994, Huang et al.). Most are
reviews and conclude that modern molecular technologies can be used to solve plant taxonomic,
systematic and evolutionary problems. DNA fingerprint studies of Chinese Cannabis in Beijing Medical
University enlisted the modest support of the Bureau of Public Health at the end of 1993, but the project
is now short of funds.
We are confident that when the continuing vigorous development of modern molecular biological
techniques is accompanied by improvement of our financial environment, research on Cannabis in China
will progress greatly and will contribute additional valuable evidence to the studies and applications of
Cannabis worldwide.
https://marijuanacannabis.wordpress.com/category/cannabis-research …area 420: secret hemp research
facility could save Uruguay!...9 09 2010 …Farming industrial hemp could offer Uruguay a simple and
elegant solution to a host of serious environmental problems that are currently damaging the country.
Tests by the National Institute for Farming Technology are scheduled to start next month at a secret
location and will explore hemp‘s potential for production and the suitability of various strains. … Cancer
is now the second most common cause of death in the human population. Herbicides, fungicides and
pesticides, many of them carcinogenic, are currently being used in massive amounts all across the
country. …Industrial hemp, with its fast growth and dense foliage, needs no herbicides to compete with
weeds and other plants – it simply outgrows them. This alone would be a massive boon to both the
farmers and the ecology of Uruguay. Hemp has proven effective in cleaning pollutants and heavy metals
from soil; it is feasible that it could also work for removing agrochemical toxins. Hemp‘s composted
foliage makes an excellent fertilizer which can replenish vital nutrients in soil, while its deep root system
aerates and improves the land. Hemp can actually improve the yields of many other food crops when
grown in rotation.
Uruguay is set to become the first South American nation to invest in industrial hemp and hopefully, in
the not-too-distant future, this progressive and principled decision will be the catalyst for change in its
larger neighbors. Last week, Argentinean film maker Ricardo Manochi visited the Hash Marihuana &
Hemp Museum in Amsterdam to shoot footage for a new documentary and to research industrial hemp

cultivation and processing in the Netherlands, where pioneering company HempFlax is one of the largest
European producers of industrial hemp.
https://marijuanacannabis.wordpress.com/category/cannabis-research ..We have recently come across
this very interesting press release from Professor Peter Walker at the University of Bath (U.K) who is
leading the research into the use of hemp-lime in construction. Buildings and other infrastructure
currently accounts for almost 20% of the UK‘s eco-footprint. This is another example of how this
wonderful plant can help save reduce carbon dioxide emissions. Recently we brought you the news that
Hanes – one of the worlds biggest consumer brands – has been investing in a new hemp technology called
Crailar which requires only a fraction of the water needed to make cotton; and we are very happy to
announce that it is the subject of another of our articles, a Dutch company called Hempflax who has won
the contract to supply the raw materials to Hanes – i.e. the Hemp!
Here‘s the press release: - Houses made of hemp, timber or straw could help combat climate change by
reducing the carbon footprint of building construction, according to researchers at the University of Bath.
Currently the construction industry is a major contributor of environmental pollutants, with buildings and
other build infrastructure contributing to around 19% of the UK‘s eco-footprint. Researchers at the BRE
Centre for Innovative Construction Materials are researching low carbon alternatives to building materials
currently used by the construction industry. Although timber is used as a building material in many parts
of the world, historically it is used less in the UK than in other countries. Researchers at the Centre are
developing new ways of using timber and other crop-based materials such as hemp, natural fibre
composites and straw bales. Their work using straw bales as a building material has already been featured
on Channel 4‘s Grand Designs series.
Professor Peter Walker, Director of the Centre, is leading the research. He said: ―The environmental
impact of the construction industry is huge. For example, it is estimated that worldwide the manufacture
of cement contributes up to ten per cent of all industrial carbon dioxide emissions. ―We are looking at a
variety of low carbon building materials including crop-based materials, innovative uses of traditional
materials and developing low carbon cements and concretes to reduce impact of new infrastructure. As
well as reducing the environmental footprint, many low carbon building materials offer other benefits,
including healthier living through higher levels of thermal insulation and regulation of humidity levels.‖
Their research is being presented at the Sustainable Energy & the Environment showcase at the
University of Bath. The exhibition will be opened by David Willetts MP, Shadow Secretary of State for
Innovation, Universities & Skills, and will be attended by industrialists, research councils, local and
national government representatives and other key stakeholders from across the South West. The
exhibition coincides with the launch of the Institute for Sustainable Energy & the Environment (I-SEE) at
the University of Bath, which will bring together experts from diverse fields of science, engineering,
social policy and economics to tackle the problems of climate change.
http://naihc.org/IndustrialFibers.html NAIHC - North American Industrial Hemp Council
A Renewable Industrial Fiber & Oil Crop ….Industrial Hemp Research…

Bast Fiber Applications for Composites, by Erwin H. Lloyd and David Seber
In today‘s market, the cost, quality, and availability of fiber are of utmost importance. A number of companies
currently are developing manufacturing operations that utilize alternative fibers for panel products. This paper
surveys the crop and fiber technical characteristics of the temperate bast family of plants, as well as an overview of
the potential products and markets from these markets. These materials include kenaf, hemp, and flax.

Testimony on Oregon Senate Bill 348 to re-legalize industrial hemp in Oregon.
NAIHC member Andy Kerr's testimony in Oregon Senate hearing, to explain how industrial hemp is not marijuana,
how marijuana growers won't want industrial hemp growing anywhere near their drug crop, and how most of the
rest of the world distinguishes industrial hemp from marijuana.

Feasibility of Industrial Hemp Production in the United States Pacific Northwest.

Ehrensing, Daryl T. 1998. …Corvallis, Oregon: Oregon State University Agricultural Experiment Station Bulletin
681. This report was commissioned by Oregon Natural Resources Council (now Oregon Wild). pdf verion. The
same study in html: Pacific Northwest Industrial Hemp study by Oregon State University, commissioned by Oregon
Natural Resources Council while Andy Kerr was executive director.

Industrial Hemp Offers Great Promise
For a comprehensive perspective on industrial hemp past, present and future, read the 43-page chapter ― Hemp:

A New Crop with New Uses
for North America‖ in Purdue University's 2002 book Trends in New Crops and New Uses, edited by Jules Janick
and Anna Whipkey.

Congressional Research Service‘s 2007… Update on Hemp…
―The United States is the only developed nation in which the production of industrial hemp is not
permitted.‖ That‘s according to the U.S. Congress‘s research arm which reported favorably on industrial
hemp in a Jan. 2005 report and then issued an even more favorable updated report March 23, 2007.
The Congressional Research Service (CRS) update concludes that the U.S. government and its Drug
Enforcement Administration (DEA) oppose hemp legalization based on their arguments that legalization
―would increase the likelihood of covert production of high-THC marijuana, significantly complicate
DEA‘s surveillance and enforcement activities, and send the wrong message to the American public
concerning the government‘s position on drugs. DEA officials and a variety of other observers also
express the concern that efforts to legalize hemp — as well as those to legalize medical marijuana — are
a front for individuals and organizations whose real aim is to see marijuana decriminalized.‖
The CRS report notes that the proposed Industrial Hemp Farming Act of 2007 ―would open the way for
commercial cultivation of industrial hemp in the United States.‖ It goes on to point out that according to
the Canadian government, which legalized hemp production in 1998: ―Hemp's remarkable attributes are
hard to beat: it thrives without herbicides, it reinvigorates the soil, it requires less water than cotton, it
matures in three to four months, and it can yield four times as much paper per acre as trees. Hemp can be
used to create building materials, textiles, clothing, inks, and paints and has potential use in other nonfood products. These advantages are in tune with the environmental and health preferences of today's
North American public. The growing curiosity of consumers, the interest shown by farmers and
processors, and Canada's excellent growing conditions for industrial hemp allow optimistic views for its
future.‖
The Environmental Benefits of Using Industrial Hemp.
This Larch Company report by NAIHC Board Member Andy Kerr explains that: "The widespread use of
industrial hemp could result in numerous environmental benefits, including but not limited to: (1) less
reliance on fossil fuels, especially from foreign sources; (2) more efficient use of energy; (3) less longterm atmospheric build-up of carbon dioxide; (4) forest conservation; (5) agricultural pesticide use
reduction; (6) dioxin and other pollution reduction; and (7) landfill use reduction. Hemp is superior to
many other plants for many uses. Present limitations on the use of industrial hemp are economically,
environmentally and socially irrational."
Dr. Mahlberg's Cannabis Research..
NAIHC Board Member Dr. Paul Mahlberg's cannabis research over more than 30 years has explored
topics important to the definition of cannabis as either a drug or a fiber and food plant.
‗Hemp as a Potentially Important Crop and Area of Research‘…
Analysis of the uses and value of industrial hemp, a research paper presented by NAIHC founding
member Dr. Shelby F. Thames of The University of Southern Mississippi, Thames-Rawlins Research
Group. In this overview of the promise and research priorities related to Industrial Hemp, Dr. Thames
looks at past legislation banning hemp, current controversy, and what needs to be done on the research
side to realize hemp's potential.

Dr. Thames writes: ‗It has been estimated that by planting only 6% of the continental U.S., we could
provide for America‘s oil and gas requirements, thereby shifting our dependency toward renewable raw
materials and energy independence. By allowing hemp to be grown in the U.S., the agriculture sector
would be strengthened and farming practices could become more profitable and sustainable, creating
more job opportunities in renewable sustainable hemp-related industries. . .Although the versatility of
hemp increases the potential development of numerous products for human consumption and industrial
applications, much research is still required.‘
"From Petro to Agro: Seeds of a New Economy" …by Robert E. Armstrong in Defense Horizons,
Number 20, October 2002 …A publication of the Center for Technology and National Security Policy
National Defense University…
Robert E. Armstrong is a senior research fellow in the Center for Technology and National Security
Policy at the National Defense University. Dr. Armstrong may be contacted via e-mail at
armstrongre@ndu.edu or by phone at (202) 685–2529.
In this prescient analysis, Dr. Armstrong writes that:
"Today, the hydrocarbon molecule is the basic unit of commerce. In a bio-based economy, genes will
replace petroleum. So, just as we currently demand assured access to sources of hydrocarbon molecules
(oil), in the near future we will demand assured access to a broad-based, diverse supply of genes (plants
and animals). This shift has security implications. Relations with oil-rich countries will be of less
importance, and relations with gene-rich states—mostly the biodiverse regions along the equator— will
assume greater significance. Conflicts may arise between gene-rich, technology-poor countries that
control the basic raw materials of a biobased economy and gene-poor, technology- rich nations that
control the production methods. American instruments of power will be challenged to meet the demands
of a biobased economy. We already see diplomatic challenges with the United Nations Framework
Convention on Biological Diversity and controversy with Europe over genetically modified crops.
Informational and economic challenges and opportunities will likewise appear. It may be challenging for
U.S. land forces, especially the Army, to meet the demands of securing access to large supplies of new
genetic material. Agriculture will become increasingly important as a part of the Nation‘s industrial base,
as it offers the most economical way to produce large quantities of biological materials. Homeland
defense will have to consider heartland defense, as agricultural fields will assume the same significance as
oil fields."
Hemp and Marijuana: Myths & Realities… by David P. West, Ph.D.
‗Surely no member of the vegetable kingdom has ever been more misunderstood than hemp. For too
many years, emotion-not reason-has guided our policy toward this crop. And nowhere have emotions run
hotter than in the debate over the distinction between industrial hemp and marijuana. This paper is
intended to inform that debate by offering scientific evidence, so that farmers, policymakers,
manufacturers, and the general public can distinguish between myth and reality. . .
"In the United States, the debate about the relationship between hemp and marijuana has been diminished
by the dissemination of many statements that have little scientific support. This report examines in detail
the most pervasive and pernicious of these myths‘.
https://marijuanacannabis.wordpress.com/category/cannabis-research ….Hemp vs Cotton – The Pros
and Cons …12 10 2009
Historically, hemp has proven to be a versatile and durable substance and therein lies the contradiction.
For nearly a century now, Hemp has been overlooked and under-appreciated as a viable alternative to
cotton, possibly as a result of its connotative association with marijuana. To clarify, hemp has no
psychoactive properties.

pros: Hemp fibre is surprisingly as useful as a cotton, paper, cellulosic or polymer substitute
when it is treated correctly. As a crop, it is low-maintenance and resilient, and requires none of
the weeding and heavy use of pesticides usually required in farming. Hemp is particularly
effective as a source for textiles. The fibres drawn from the hemp plant are the strongest and
longest in nature. Fabrics, twines, yarns and cords made from hemp are durable and versatile. It
can be combed into any gauge or quality of fibre. As a substitute for such diverse substances as
cotton, trees, or petroleum, hemp proves to be more environmentally sound than all of its
alternatives (requiring about 10% of the water needed to produce cotton) and its versatility and
resilience make it economically sound as well.
cons: Hemp fibre is characterised by undesirable susceptibility to moisture and rot due to moulds and
mildews and the like. It is also characterized by a strong, naturally-occurring odour which makes it
unacceptable as a substitute for other odourless fibres. Moreover, hemp fibre in its natural spun state is
susceptible to fraying and has a rough hand and feel. A need therefore remains for a hemp product which
is suitably strong, soft, flexible, moisture-resistant and rot-resistant and generally suitable for substitution
in applications previously focused on the cotton, paper and petroleum-fibre industries. ….Hempflax are
the leaders in this field in Europe and are based in Holland.
https://marijuanacannabis.wordpress.com/category/cannabis-research ….Hanes invests in Hemp! 17 08
2009 …. After a decade trying to prove that hemp could be soft as cotton, one American company is
starting to draw the attention to its product from some of the world‘s biggest consumer brands.
Based in Portland, Oregon – Naturally Advanced Technologies Inc. – has developed an enzyme treatment
which makes organic fibres (principally hemp and flax) suitable for producing clothes and other
uses. This treatment is known as ―Crailar Fiber Technology‖. Here‘s the information that Naturally
Advanced provides about Crailar on their website:
‗CRAILAR employs a simple, efficient 100% organic, enzyme bath and scales easily to leverage the
global industrial hemp industry. In addition, CRAILAR Organic Fiber will be cost-comparable to organic
cotton. Therefore, CRAILAR enables the transformation of hemp into a better sustainable alternative to
organic cotton‘.
http://phoenixtears.ca …Whose Oil and Who Can You Trust? …
I‘m here today because I am very disturbed about what is presently happening in North America. And I
feel that the public need to be aware of what is truly going on so they can make informed decisions when
purchasing hemp oil to treat themselves.
Forbidden cure: … that changes perception about medical institutions and treatments. Hemp Oil
medicines for about 8 years. The results have been nothing short of amazing. Throughout man‘s history
hemp has always been known as the most medicinal plant in the world. Even with this knowledge hemp
has always been used as a political and religious football.
The current restrictions against hemp were put in place and maintained, not because hemp is evil or
harmful, but for big money to make more big money, while we suffer and die needlessly. Look at a
proposal such as this; if we were allowed to grow hemp in our back yards and cure our own illnesses,
what do you think the reaction of the pharmaceutical industry would be to such a plan? Many large
pharmaceutical companies that still exist today sold hemp based medicines in the 1800′s and early 1900′s.
They knew then what I have recently found out. Hemp oil if produced properly is a cure-all that the
pharmaceutical industry can‘t patent.
Two years ago I contacted the Liberals, the Conservatives and the New Democratic Party about this
situation. I also provided them with evidence to back-up what I was saying. No one lifted a finger, in most
cases I was lucky to get a reply. I contacted the R.C.M.P. along with many other organizations and Public
Interest TV shows, with little or no response.

Why are all these people trying to avoid such a simple truth? If I am in some way wrong in what I have
been saying then I invite the system to come and prove it. I would be happy to put on a public
demonstration of what this oil can do. That would answer this question for the public once and for all. It
seems unbelievable that we have a law …that will not allow us to cure our own diseases with a natural
herbal remedy.
While much of the evidence for the effectiveness of Hemp is reports from patients and doctors, it is
important to realize that this reporting leads to restrictions of drugs and their withdrawal from the market.
Such was the case with doctors reporting the birth defects from Thalidomide and heart problems with the
Fen-Phen combination of drugs. Further reports led to new uses for Thalidomide as a drug to treat leprosy
rather than morning sickness. Anecdotal evidence (reports and observation by patients or doctors) usually
indicates to a doctor that a treatment or drug should be altered, discontinued or changed.
In addition to the evidence, much research has been done and a list of a few of the researchers and their
papers or publications is here. [Penicillin was approved for use with less experience and data than is
available on the effectiveness of Hemp - only six patients].
The results of the cases can be readily replicated by any practitioner, medical or otherwise, anywhere, to
cure malignant melanomas and more importantly, save lives. The topical application of hemp oil salves or
balms helps to control or cure various skin conditions. Taken orally, the oil tends to seek out and destroy
cancer cells in the body, but as with any drug, too much can cause side effects; most notable with hemp
oil is drowsiness. Unlike opiates and their derivatives, hemp oil is not addictive.
For those who may find it incredible that the medical establishment would ignore or even disdain such
research we remind the reader that the history of the medical establishment includes examples of mulelike stubbornness, incompetence, mediocrity, greed, arrogance, and stupidity. Consider the case of Dr.
Ignas Semmelweis:
In 1847, Dr. Semmelweis, a respected Hungarian physician who was concerned about the high mortality
rate of women giving birth in hospital, instituted a procedure at one hospital whereby doctors washed and
disinfected their hands before delivering babies. Immediately, the mortality rate dropped from THIRTY
percent to near zero. Seven other hospitals followed suit with similar results.
The European medical establishment recognized Dr. Semmelweis‘s achievement by blocking his
applications for further research funds, vilifying and ostracizing him, and, ultimately, causing him to lose
his prestigious positions at maternity hospitals. In America, the newly formed American Medical
Association added insult to injury by threatening to revoke the license of any doctor caught washing his
hands. Dr. Semmelweis was so distressed that women continued to die that he suffered a mental
breakdown that eventually led to his death in 1865.
Don‘t expect a doctor working inside the system to buck the system. The risks are still too great! The
advice she or he offers you is controlled by the large medical industry that makes its money from
expensive cancer fighting drugs and treatments. It is an industry that doesn‘t look favorably on natural
supplements or other cancer treatments that they cannot patent or make a large profit from. Years from
now the current conventional cancer treatments used by doctors will on the whole be viewed in the same
light that we view the old medical practice of blood letting to cure illnesses.
Rick Simpson…http://phoenixtears.ca/ ….comments
I'm J.D. from Holland, I'm an 18 year old med student, and I use hemp. I suffer from a form of autism that
is called Asperger, [Asperger‘s Syndrome] with hemp I don't suffer from it and I can live a normal life.–
Best Regards, J. D.
Dear Mr. Simpson,Please excuse me for contacting you in this direct manner, but I'm fearing for my
father's life and I'm desperately looking for help. My dear father (63 years old) has been ill for quite some
years now and has survived multiple cancers (all originating from an adenocarcinoma stomach cancer).
Years of chemotherapy and surgery have taken their toll. I am very thankful for any help you can give
me! Thank you very much in advance!–Kind regards, J. deK. The Netherlands
Dear people,My father has been using the compound now for two days. Although we are afraid to cheer
already - because of all the things we went through in the last five years - we see very hopeful signs and

his situation has improved! My father seems less weak and has more energy - his posture isn't "cramped"
anymore- he is much more positive and less stressed: he has hope again! He talks about the news,
television etc and is not "locked into himself" anymore - he laughed again and even made some jokes!!!–
J. deK.
...to give you a quick update on my father (after almost four days of treatment he's doing quite well seen
[seeing] the circumstances)- He's slightly sedated and sleeps a lot- We got him off the Tramadol since
yesterday- His pain is getting less frequent and less painful- Urine's still dark: so poisons are leaving his
body–J. deK.
My father is doing a little better every day. He's very motivated to get well and he's enthusiastic about the
oil. Although his pain is still there, it has gotten a lot less intensive and painful. My father is listening to
music again and stated today: "I feel the oil is working in my body"...he stopped the Tramadol a couple of
days ago. We will now try to stop the paracetamol also. Dear people: thank you for your continuous
support and information! God bless you all!–Kind regards, J. deK.
My father keeps improving slightly every day! This is absolutely fantastic!–J. deK.
Have you had any experience with people having any luck using the oil to help with SCLC, [small cell
lung cancer] My mother has just been diagnosed, has a large 10 cm by 10 cm mass in her upper left lobe,
they say it has reached out to her spine area and got a hold of one rib, and is around her heart area.....she
had 1week of chemo........but the pain is still there.–J.M. ON Canada
We are amazed , you won‘t believe this. The first hour of the first drop we could see it happening,,,,Today
she has had about 3 dots three times and is very comfortable and almost out of pain for the first time in 6
months ,, She says she can breathe better, I have an oxygen blood meter, digital finger thing, she has been
at 95 while sitting and as low as 85% AFTER WALKING 10 STEPS...today she walked 40 steps and it
only dropped to 93%, Aaron (a Respirologist) says "Its a miracle, that means the cancer is receding
already, Numbers are proof," So I think she is going to improve so much in the next 9 days the when they
scan her again for the new chemo kill fest , they will have to say its shrinking, and I think she will refuse
chemo, and continue this course of action with the re- found Delta 9 THC Cancer Killer, thanks a
million.–J.M.
Things are going beyond good, improvement everyday. Her blood o2 has been normal now for over a
month, 96 97% @ Rest / 95 96% Exertion, amazing. She has no pain at all, is on no opiates or any
narcotics, sleeps all night, eats way more than I do, hasn't lost a pound, mind is clear, spirits are good, she
forgets how sick she was, she couldn't even walk to the washroom without almost passing out, she was 90
92 % @ rest / 80 82 % exertion on January 22 2008, and was in massive pain since August 2007, She was
diagnosed February 15th 2008. I saw the Run from the Cure Video on January 25, 2008, and had the oil
made the next day.....She has improved greatly.. I know this is working, you wouldn‘t believe it if you
saw it, to day she was on the computer and the phone at the same time, makes breakfast for everyone,
dinner, unbelievable.–J.M.
Hey dude scan results today, 50 % or more reduction in the main mass (which was unexpected by the
docs), nothing on the liver (small spot before), nothing in the brain (small spot before) nothing in the
other lung (15 small quarter size spots before), nothing on the ribs, (c6 and c9 encased in cancer before),
nothing around the heart valves (it had reached out to the heart area before), and the main mass is not only
smaller but it looks like swiss cheese, its not a solid mass anymore,,,,,,the doctor is freaked......and he still
says, this is not the cure, this will not get rid of your cancer, he assumes HE is the one with some magical
chemo, and she is one in 8 million that this chemo has worked on, her and no one else... last week he said
chemo does little to nothing for lung cancer and most cancers, it just makes it stay at best, and she will be
dead by August of this year, and that he doesn‘t think another chemo is a good idea, he would not do it
himself or give it to his own mother, hmmmmm....Now he wants more chemo, because he is a miracle
doctor. She is not going....but not 100% confident. Hopefully this week she comes to her senses and stops
this chemo ....oh well they can only give her 1 more cause the cancer will be gone by then.–J.M.
Hey Rick its J.We had a CT yesterday, her main mass is less than 1 cm, almost gone haven‘t had chemo,
it was 10 cm mass before .....thanks a million guys.–J.M.

Thanks Rick my mom is completely cancer free from her Jan 28th Diagnosis of small cell lung cancer
(the fast incurable one). She looks great and it‘s gone, of course they say it will come back, can‘t blame
em, that‘s all they know...But with this cancer the oncologist even said, he has never seen reduction this
fast to zero ever before. Also my brother is /.was type one Diabetes, he has been on it for 4 weeks now
and hasn't had to adjust his insulin in three weeks. Also saw varicose veins disappear in front of my eyes,
seen moles go 4 shades lighter and half disappear ( the bad part of it gone gone ) I have seen carcinoma
disappear also, with my own eyes.....and someone else was scheduled for a prostate removal, he couldn‘t
pee or anything, 6 weeks later they go to do the surgery, ooops they went in and came out, said it was fine
now..........and they left it in ,,,,,,,the problem with lots of people is going to be the fact that the doctors are
used to these things never getting better , so they will do the surgeries based on scans from weeks
ago,,,,,,and the people might be scared not to have the surgery even though they are on the oil,,,,,,,,,,,,they
must insist to be re- checked..........it‘s their right..I have also seen 3 people Die in the last 6 months that
didn't take the oil, they figured that if it was real their lovely private bank owned so called country of
Canada Inc. would use it to save them……–J.M.
Hi,The reason for my letter is I am wondering if you have any research in regard to hemp oil and MS. I
have several patients in my care that are dealing with MS and find that ingesting MM has been the only
relief they have found. Since hemp oil is so much more powerful than marijuana in its natural state, I am
wondering if you have found any curative effects as you have found with cancer in regard to this
devastating disease and if you have what the dose would be. I have made my first batch with no
difficulties and the people that have tried it are having the same kind of results as the patients in the video.
I am so grateful to have medicine so powerful at my disposal. I really appreciate having you guys as
allies. Thanks again for your work.–Blessings, A.D. CO USA
Hey Rick,I just thought you would be interested in knowing that RFTC [Run From The Cure] has been
running on our local cable access channel for a month now. The film has also shown at least once in the
local high school that I know of. My friend with MS has been doing about a half of a gram a day for the
last 3 weeks and she was discharged from her physical therapy today because of her "miraculous"
improvement in – guess! ‗the last 3 weeks‘.–A.D.
My friend with MS is really doing well. I have known her for years and what has occurred in the past
month is miraculous. She is part of our local MS society and has led several of her friends to getting
licenses so they can have medical marijuana (it is legal in our state). Now she is sharing about the oil and
how it is not only helping her with the spasticity and pain, but actually healing her.–A.D.
Have successfully made PTears here...So far so good and have had two successes with people suffering
diabetic ulcers where both cases were quoted with amputation by the respective doctors. Both are fully
recovered.–G. P. South Africa
Hi Rick;I have sent you emails requesting information about cannabis oil used in the treatment of Basal
Cell Carcinoma. I sincerely appreciate your help, thank you. I produced the oil myself... I applied the oil
as instructed except that I re-applied the oil every 12 hrs. It appears that it has worked. The lesions are
well on their way to being covered by new healthy skin. The remaining visible remnants of the lesions are
between 3 and 5 mm in diameter... Thank you again for all your help.–J.S. TX USA
I have been treating basal cell carcinoma,(skin cancer) with cannabis oil. The Veterans Medical Center
Dermatology clinic was told before I started treatment, what I was going to do. I started treating two
lesions on my forehead on 6/22/08. I went to the VA today at their request. THEY had made an
appointment for me. This appointment was for the sole purpose of examining the two lesions I had
treated. Two doctors examined me. They both said the same thing. The upper lesion still needed more
treatment. This confirmed what I already knew. They both agreed that the lower lesion had been cured.
One doctor said that he would not have ordered a biopsy on the lower lesion, because there appeared to be
NO reason to do so. NO CANCER PRESENT. This is to me federal confirmation that cannabis does
indeed have medical value. Both of these lesions had been biopsied, and diagnosed as basal cell
carcinoma before I started my treatment.–J.S. TX
I have been taking the hemp oil for the past 60 days with tremendous positive success for a chronic pain
condition I have had since I was 18 years of age. For the first time that I can remember, I have little or no

pain with the Ankylosing Spondylitis I have had to suffer with all my life. My kidney and liver function
were damaged from the years of anti-inflammatory medication leaving me with a chronic pain condition
on top of what I already had, that had to be dealt with by using addictive pain drugs. I spent years laying
on my back being unable to move due to the damage caused by the disease and the drugs used to deal
with the pain. Although I was able to eventually stop all pharmaceutical drugs that were only prolonging
and increasing my pain, I was only just existing until a good friend mentioned the tears to me, asked me if
I'd try it, they gave me a sample and your website to study. I began taking the hemp oil during a flare-up
that was leading me back from where I had just come from. Within two hours of starting the Phoenix
Tears program I began to feel my body relax and the pain immediately diminish. I slept that night like I
had never before. A deep sleep with complete relaxation, something I had never experienced in my adult
life. Each day there has been a great reduction in my pain level allowing me to once again continue with
my work. I am so very grateful to you for this.–Best wishes, G.D. AB Canada
I too am in poor health and have been using this [hemp oil] for almost 1 month and have had remarkable
improvement. I have had head aches and blurred vision for 6 years from an automobile accident and have
been given drug after drug over that time some with horrible side affects.–T.D. Canada
I have advanced arthritis and numerous other boring conditions and symptoms, including continuous
muscle and nerve spasms. During the initial five years of my diagnosis I was given over 50 different
pharmaceutical medications. None of them worked to control my pain and spasms, but nearly all of them
had debilitating side effects ranging from increased panic attacks to severe addiction...I have been using
small amounts, usually an eighth to a quarter of an ounce I have been using this recipe for almost two
months and it works. I am using it topically several times a day. My friend Doris is using it internally;
she...also suffers arthritis. We both experience improved vision as a 'side effect' and it is a Godsend for
pain relief. Doris's 20-yr-old granddaughter was diagnosed last fall with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma and
went through standard chemo and radiation 'treatments'. She suffered severe burns to her esophagus and
was unable to take food or fluids. We began giving her the oil about six weeks ago. Her cancer is in
remission, no sign of it. I want to thank you so much for making this film and for doing the work you do.
I ask the Lord to bless you and to continue guiding your steps. You are my hero, Sir!–L.M.A. Vermont
Hello Rick this is [D] just letting u know that [he] has got his last ct scan back and the 4 growths on his
lungs have stopped growing what great news to get after so much bad but the doctor said that there was
still cancer cells active in his blood but we are still working and are going to beat this, he is one very
happy man when he got the news that the ones on his lungs stopped growing. We just couldn't wait to tell
everyone …and also thank u for the contact in Midville the prices are much cheaper a tube we once again
THANK U for everything and we hope u e-mail us back. D.M. NB Canada
Hello,I have been talking to a friend of mine about your work with hemp oil and all of the health benefits
that come with taking it. I almost have her convinced to try it but she wanted me to check and see if you
have ever treated anyone that had Juvenile diabetes? Also a friend of mine here in N.B. has been taking
the oil for approx 2.5 months now as a cancer treatment and he is doing great. He says that he is feeling
perfect and that he can‘t remember feeling this good for a long time and he has absolutely NO PAIN.
Also a 19 year old boy from the community that has cancer just started taking the oil. He had been in bed
for 3 days previous to taking the oil and had not been eating much of anything and was in a lot of pain
and discomfort. The remarkable thing is that approx 20 minutes after taking a dose of the oil he got out of
bed and walked out to the kitchen and asked for something to eat. Also that night he slept through the
entire night and did not have to get up to take his pain medication. This is truly remarkable. On behalf of
these 2 people and their families I thank you. And may God bless you all for your remarkable work.–
THANKS AGAIN, H. NB Canada
Dear Rick,My family and I want to thank you for helping my husband to get better. The doctor felt that he
had old age Leukemia, showing up in his blood test as a cancerous infection. After taking hemp oil for
just a few weeks his new blood test showed great improvement. There is just light infection and he no
longer needs to see an oncologist. He is now enjoying our new grandson and at age 82 is planning to be
with us for a long time to come. Rick thank you again, may God bless you and keep you well.–Sincerely,
T.T. ON Canada

v. ...Ganja in effect, is a response to the deprogramming of the brainwashed mind; by replacing existing
images with newer and clearer defined circumstantial evidence pertaining to the immediate moment,
reflected in the ‗action – reaction‘ cycle. Under ‗normal‘ day-to-day activities and events – that clouds the
intellect by consuming the mind with expectations – lies the primary motive and intention to act.
Considering the basic human quality of security in socialism, it is not hard to see the effect of
conditioning. All actions are driven by this somewhat instinctive drive to feel ‗wanted‘ and ‗needed‘, so
we as humans, create events within the framework of thought and project it as a desire; towards
fulfilment.
Conformity of thought relegates itself into a habit, triggered by relative sense interactions, that need to be
broken.
Ganja, with its particular chemical structure, and reaction within the body, effects synapses and message
carriers to the brain, thus triggering activities in parts of the brain that is otherwise dormant. One may
argue that all drugs possess a similar euphoric feeling; the objection is that, while all drugs are just that:
drugs – in that it does not occur naturally, but rather laboratory designed or experiments gone wrong Ganja, on the other hand, exists as part of greater creation, and the chemical reactions in the body, is part
of that natural interaction, as opposed to foreign chemicals that drugs introduces to the system
(endocrine).
Ganja then becomes a psychological enhancer (like music), in that the specific areas of target, are not
over-stimulated to create hallucinations, and other related ailments associated with drugs. It must be
stated unconditionally, that ganja ‗mixed‘ with any other drug, and intoxicant including meat eating, is
considered detrimental, due to the unnatural toxicity of certain substances.
After the first few attempts at consumption of ganja, many – if not all – people will experience
disorientation, and a lack of coordinated and coherent thinking. This is to be expected, due to the already
existing toxins in the body. For ganja to be fully effective, one must be very cautious with regards to food
and drink, because ‗what you put in, is what you get out.‘
Ganja creates a psycho-somatic state of the mind, which many people refer to as an ‗altered state‘ which
is an absolute misconception, because drugs alter ones level of perception, as contrasted to the effect of
ganja, that serves to enhance ones ability to coordinate the senses. With proper practice of attention skills,
ganja reveals its greatest attribute; the ability to comprehend the moment as it occurs, by effectively
blocking out the past ‗image-projection‘ syndrome. Due to the so-called altered state (that is induced by
the chemical reactions, proportionately to that which is natural to the body), ganja finds its use, by
disengaging the mind and all its accumulated thoughts.
With the activation of otherwise dormant brain cells (functions), arise the latent ‗powers‘, in
correspondence to intellect. These are the powers of: discrimination, attention and application. Again, let
it be noted, in relation to comparison, that ganja does not fall into the same category of drugs, with its
toxic chemical composition.
The spiritual side of ganja, finds footing in the fact that it enhances the senses into a coordinated effort
(after practice), which is what most religions appeal for. Under the influence of ganja the mind is
quietened, which may be ‗unnerving‘ for those people that are driven purely by past mental images that
dictate particular expectations. When all the senses operate as a single unit, events and actions are re-

defined; not with the pettiness of the ‗un‘-conditioned mind, but with the refined intellect that recognises
the moment and acts accordingly, without preconceived misconceptions.
The effect of ganja in this respect has been documented as part of scriptural injunction, for use, by many
faiths. Ganja must be understood and clearly defined as the gateway to perception; (not that it makes one
more ‗intelligent‘)… it just heightens awareness; for intelligence is all-pervading. And ganja allows
access in an unpolluted way, provided, it itself is unpolluted.
The only recognisable side-effect (in the early stages), and possible danger to ganja consumption, is the
ignorant person, for ganja also effectively expands present emotions, so those that are depressive,
shouldn‘t use it (ganja), while those in ‗love‘ should.
Contemplation, and ganja usage, usually go hand-in-hand, and it is from this level of intellectual mental
retrogression that the mind finds its quietness, and from there the ‗spiritualist‘ is born as a social outcast,
that does not conform to communal expectations, but does only what is beneficial and relevant to
individual and spiritual upliftment. Whilst most label ganja intake as a form of escapism, it may be just
that, a form of escape from the social burdens that psychologically drain us without our knowing; the
basis of stress and tension born of the fears that arise, from insecurities of not ‗fitting-in‘.
I propose that it is a better world, where people are more aware of their conniving and back-biting, and
their social conformities and prejudices, with the ‗Eye of Truth‘, that reveals what IS, and not ‗what
should be‘; and this can be achieved with the proper usage of ganja. The intention and approach is of vital
importance to unravelling the ancient secret contained in ganja, the love of the Great God Shiva.

Cannabis sativa from Vienna Dioscurides, 512 AD

